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Lived 25 -Yea-rs As Girl
Earl Morland Happy
In New Life As Man

aisley about

(Residents of P |
des ago will

three or four deca
recall the Alex Morland fam-
ily, who lived north of Pais-
ley, near Rae's bridge, then m
Brant Township- Mr. Mor-
land was employed with the
Paisley Creamery. The older
members of the family at-
tended school Paisley.
(One of the younger mem=
bers of the Morland family IS
the principal of 2 copyright
story published 1ast Friday in
The London Free Press,
through whose kind permis-
sion the story 18 reprinted 1n
The Advocate.)
By RAY TIMSON
London Free Press Staff Reporier

Copyright, London Free Press

Farl Morland, who lived as
Pearl Morland for 25 years until
doctors discovered he had been
raised in the wrong Sex, reports
“it hasn’t been 100 difficult” to

readjust himseif.
Much to Learn

The Goderich area resident has
to learn how to wear men’s cloth-
ing, lead instead of follow while
danecing and forget a habit he had
of reaching for a bobby pin as a|

whenever his €als
|

scratcher
itched. |

«Otherwise,” he said, “1 feel,
hetter and happier now than ever,!
because I'm really living unﬂer!
the right sex and don’'t have 10
about that innermost S€cC-|

that haunted me all 1':11;|

WOrry
fear

ret

life.
41 have been a man In reality

211 my life. I never was a woman.
However, 1 have been in society
a5 a man for only two months and
it's a wonderful relief to know 1
am finally where I belong. 1 have
had several dates and have gone!
dancing and 1 hope SOmE day to
marry. when and if I become a
sather, I'll be the happiest man
in the world.”
Health Excellent

Earl told his story to this re-
porter in an exclusive interview,
to clear the air about his actual
condition and to possibly obtain
assistance 1in fine.'ng a suitable
job. Although he i in excellent
health and has " considerable
strength, he said he does not wanl
to toil at any arduous laboring
job right off the hat. |

«Rather,” he said, “I think 1
would like 1o sell cars or Sports-
goods Or something like that. Or
I might like 10 ¢
somebody. 1 always have liked
driving.”

Since his discharge from a Lon-
don hospital Easter Sunday, fol
the last of several operations te
prepare him for his proper place
in life, Earl has had ones job—
o three-week stint at gardening
and landscaping for a cily fac-
tory.

Was Kitchen Maid

During his 25 years as a girl.
woman and wife, he worked as a

L

kitchen maid 1n 2 hospital, as a
spinner in 2 textile plant, and as

a plate-inspec-tnr in a pen fac-
fory.

irive Or chauffeur !

" was the only on

PB3-15

«But none of the jobs T

peals 10 me,” he said.
my pen factory job best. How-
ever, I received only women's
wages then, and NOW that I'm

a man 1 jus
to pursue.”’

Earl, who
feet six inche
pounds, comp
first form high
looking young m
with an extreme
sonality.

“«1 think I
irnmediate shyness
“T enjoy meeting people now, evel
friends who kpnew Ine as Pearl,

' and everyone has been wonder-|
ful to me. I am now 26.”

Earl chose€ London to start his
new life because of a fondness NC
always had for the city and also
hecause he has three brothers and
o sister living here. He is stay-
ing with his married SiSter.

Everything is working out well
and it really hasn’t been 100 diul-

ficult.
How

made?

#7t happened on
ctormy night of February i, 1930,"
Earl related. “] was brought 1nto
+this world by a doctor from Pais-
ley on the six concession of
Bruce Township in Bruce Coull-
ty. Because of a slight deformity ||
it was hard to tell whether I was
a boy or a girl. The doctor de-

cided I was & girl, my parents

called me a girl, and a girl I was

for 25 years.
“When 1 was

Wallace and sist
were out playing tag when I fell

and broke my arii. They couldn’t
seem to do anything with it at
the Kincardine General Hospital
and I was advised to go 1o the
children’s hospital in London.
«rThis is where [ first heard |
doctors talking about me to my
mother. I started to CIY, saying
that I still wanted to be a girl,
~nd my mother assured me that
1 was and would always be one.

No Blame on Parents
«] want it understood that I
| don’t blame either of my parents.
They had raised eight children
before nge, and had no reason to
believe there had been a mistake,

«after I left the hospital and
returned home, everything that
was said there was forgotten. I
carried on playing with girls and
really thinking ggain that I was
a girl, although I was rougher
and stronger than most girls. 1
was very lucky 1n school and got
along fairly well, I quit when I
was 15 and went to work in the
factory for apprnximately eightt

years.
| “Feeling that 1 was getting into

' o rut, not having S€en much of
the county, 1 left and went 10

work In a hospital In London., I
e of the family

stands about five
s and weighs 1701
leted Grade IX or
school. A 8
an, he 1s gifted
ly friendly Pper-

m just about ovVer the
[ felt,” he said.

was the {fragic mistake |

the cold and

seyven my brother
er Grace and I
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Er_ftlﬂbi_ii?;\nnt married by
IREE my father was 100 ill

farm alone,
noved

t don’'t kKnow what

| operation.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 27th, 1953

that time, anc
to run the

so he sold it and

o a house in Kincardine

vhere 1 joined them, They WELL

only there @ couple of weeks
-

when my father passed away.

That left mother and me alone. \

Joined Girls’ Team

«Apout sSix months after my
¢ather died the manager of the
Goderich girls’ softball team ask-
-4 me to go to Goderich 10 play
ball for him. He had a job fio:
e and I went In 1952. Afier the
53]l season was OVEr and we had
vonl the Western Ontario cham-
sionship 1 worked in a factory
there during the winter. I played
5Hall again In 1953 when we woOll
the championship for the second |
time. Work was getting scarce,
however, and 1 returned to Lon-
don to work at the same hos-

pital.
] was there only a few months

when I went back to Goderich to
play ball again, and In that same

I started i«

rear I got married.
built 1

work at a new plant

oderich, and 1 was ctill workin.
there on when
entered my {irsi

o
i, b

December 17
hospital for

After the baseball
son was OVEer I had started 1
1otice that the hair on my {fac
was getting heavier. 1 menticnes
it to my husband and he suggest-
ed I consult a doetor. I tool
ame off WOrk and consulted &
doetor, who called in a colleagul
and after saveral appoinitment
decided on the operation. . .

Difficuit Break

realize how
to pull ou
x-husbanc
v life. All
veeption-
timse

“you will never
hard it was for me
and leave my job, my €
and friends to start a ne\
of these persons Werc e
ally good to me during my
in Goderich.

“The dOClOIrs and nurses
hospital Were wonderful,
The Goderich softball team senl

The-curling club sent
inds of friends

at the
{0o0.

me a check.
a card, and all Kk

.ont greetings and flowers. 1 don't™

‘hink I have jost any of my

rormer friends.

«1 1eft the hospital on January’
3, 1956, and frankly 1 was gquite
shy at meeting people for a while,
but soon got over it. I returned

to the hospital on March 11 for

| three weeks and was released on
| Easter Sunday. I started taking
out girls then and felt right at
home doing it. I had a lot of fun.”
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g Rt D.‘l"“ﬁ!led_ By Fire After
Lightning it Building Monday Night {f

X During the height of Mﬂuday.

|driving downpour, were able {o get
‘| was extinguished

|the 70-year-old church from total or

| th eme itcr!
e basement kitohen throuzh the

night's severe electrical and rain
storm, lightning struck Knox United '
Church on Goldie Street, and cet'}
fire to the frame wooadshed at the
rear of the structure. The bolt hit

the corner of the shed, settiag it |
on fire, and then punched a small
hole right though the brick wall of
the church, knocking smail 1rag- |
ments of mortar and plaster ol to |
l*lre‘ floor of the auditorium, =43
. The fire was seen almost imn
latelg.r by the ohurch minister Kov.
E, S. Linstead, who was watching
;the storm from a window oi tll‘ﬁ'
manse, 300 feet east of the church

Dive fire brigade responded to thg:
alalrm; and although hindered in
their efforts to lay hose lines v thjﬂ

twg_high-press11re streams of water
-_I?}:"—t}ﬂ‘llg on the blazing shed, and
within 30 minutes, the last spark §

Only the fact that the alarm was |
given so quickly, .and that the f(ire-
men responded so promptly, saved

partial destruction. And whils the
h'cravy rain was of hindrance t; the
?1Irut‘lu:n in laying hose, it was df:
immeasurable help in slowing rh
5-‘[;-read. of the flames. Whén thg' :
first lme of hose began throwi
water, the woodshed Wds a ruari::g |
?ll;ﬂrftﬂf' leaping fla:lmc which was .'
atening to get in to the organ
loft to which the shed was attached
F]&mws did break out on the v:*ili' |
i:id H-DI'JI' of h‘h.e organ motor ru-:m I
t were extinguished within sec:
Dl"tds-. The cornice of the organ lof
hlu;h aboye the shed, also »*:.1'11:1 t
ﬁrf:, but was similarly pu; DI‘J} : N
quickly, The most dangerous 1111:1‘?
to the safety of the church de fellgﬂh
ed when the fire began to eat i ltjc.;

heavy doer openi ! ¢ '

shed, I.?irttmt:np El:tfgﬂ:lntie‘}i;;ﬂ::m:ﬂ-

z]r)lld with a single line of host::uf::e:; ;

w;t?m:::: stop the cnmachingrblaze
it any great trouble -

Total dnrr:mgc to the buill'l‘n :
contents will probably amrl B
between $2,000 and $2 “';00 =
:;un:iished 1'-. a total IBE:_M l.Jﬂmaq&
12/ mifm pipe organ, confined ‘m
e Sm:;:nfl pmp room, was light, |
s pmtiﬂnf thg lead air ::'ipim.v: f

n of the electric g

having be wiring

en hea ng
Ed. fast t Ei-nf!- “’ﬂ.tﬂl‘ damﬂg- )
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