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The followinz article p_x____l_sjf_f,._h%_la.e;‘?.@.a. ublished iv the London HYSE S2= -zt
; ~ concerns the early history of tne Indlans In Bruce County. .
. wimod O ¥ .which serve as
' In the confines of 'r4o¢ County aye two Indian It*;i:r;ﬁiggﬁﬁég vas a phrt
o g yreminder to the people Oﬂff'_ ounty, that at on¢ led e :
’ of the vast domain over whioh t]:e red man roam d a,nd. rut; . %’of a decisive
: ' The Saugeen Teserve, n€Arl vOnthampton is clope oh _h8 aiue ap Tiarton,
Indian hattle of the 17th Century. Tne other, at vape LToker, neaT - - h ol e
~ familigar to Ing | 1y traders, Only once 3
is a part of land once indiang and early  wng.of uprising. In
iwyce was opened to early s€bLlers haye the Indians shown Slﬁfgﬂjoebtlers o
| 1855, they prepared to don I?S-I'-P‘aintﬂand wreak vengeance on tne-s
‘ a digpute as to the houndary 0% the Zaugeen Reserve. X enturie s
shile the history of the red men in rpyce County exiends over r“l ers. fur
the firat records are scanty 17th century documents showing thal exp-o®8t®s o
traders, and Jesult migsionarles care into hrief contact with the Ind':}‘alnsn *
of whom'were ottawas in the leninsula, and further south, Petuns, or J'0NAcCCO
.l.ndi A1 e | K ' 1
tienne frule 1s credited with heing the first white man tO vislt “ruce *
Indian:il when He explored the district in 1610 iﬁ 1613, “amuel de Champlain also
visited the Indians in Bruce in 1616, and on a map of the time the explorer
marked an Indian village 1in “ruce County. The French explorer, Telllon, visited
the county ten years later, in 1626, while the early Jesuit and Recollet friars
whose comp2anions met their deaths around Fort Ste. Jarie, ,pt "idland, v"isi’ced
the districd, and endeavoured, without much success, to estahlish missions. As
late a3 1660 efforts were made to win the trihes in the district to the Christian
I faith. i :
(n their way to Sault Ste. larie and the west, Dollier de Casson and
nelimme, French fur traders and explore®s, passed up the wvest shore-line of
“vruce County, visiting Indian encamprents. 4As far as can he learned, in the latter
part of the 17th century, there were Indinn villages at Wiarton, Southampton,
I'aisley, and in the Briice !eninsula at Tohermory, Flower Pot Islapyd, Cove Island,.
hunks RBay, 3tokes Ray, Red Bay, and Cape Croker. Then Paul Kane visited Southe.
aupton, (then Saugeen), in 1845, he was shown a huge mound in which were many
human hones, and told hy the Indians that, 200 years carlier, a hattle had bheoen
fought there, with the Iriquols driving out other tribhes., rNearly 2ll the lurons
rere oxterminated in thig hattle, fought ahout 1648. The Iriguois then settled
the district, adopting membars of other trihes, the scattered remnants of the
battle. In time, the Iriquois were driven out hy the Chippewas, who came from _.
‘anitoulin Islend and 'Iake Superior district. It is their de-~cendants who now live
at the Cape Croker and Chippewa ill res~rves. |
1 After the land was opened to white settlers, relations hetween them and the
| chippewas were amicable. In 1836, on August 2th, the Indians dceded over most of
! their title to Bruce Countr. The docuacnts were signed hy Bir IFrancls Bond llead,
and hy the various chiefs., “augeen, Arran, Bruce, T@derslie, lincardine, !'uron,
; Greenock, Brant, Kinloss, Culross and C=rrick townships were included in the land
'* deeded over, For this, the Indians were promised 1250 gouﬂds sterling per annum,
"as long a8 grass grows or water runs." On June 29, 1847, the 'ruce leninsuls wes
deeded over by the Indians, with reserves heing kept out. The Indlans were prom-
| ised the proceeds of the sale of lands, and separate titles to farm lots. The latte
stipulation was not carriecd out for some time, and was the cause gﬁ hard feeling.
3 ‘atters came to a head in lky, 1855, when George Gould was surveying around
| | the Chippewa reserve. The Indians tore up the stzkes, and refused to allow the
survey to continué, v'ith Rev. Conrad van Dusen, they =ent four chiefs to gee the
jovernor-Ceneral , and protest. ifter meking the long trip to " uehec, the party
was Informed it must have a letter from the Superintendant of Indian affairs,
. apt .T+.G.Anderson, who resided at Cohourg. ack in “ruce, the tribh - smen considered
this an lnsult to thelr chirfs, and the younger element was. preporing to make an
; igaue of it. By arransing 2 pow-wow at Floodwood Crossing (now Allenford) Capt
| , Anderson reached a compromise with the Indians, and all talk of an upriging w :
| stilléd. In 1861, Colpoy :&ay lands v 3 over, 2nd in 185 . wen
’ poy :ay vere deeded , 90 the Fighing Isl--

? | ands w‘c{re surrendered to the Crown,

Since that time 14ife has gone on peacefully on the resc-ry g, ke J
. ulation is not large, it 1is neither increasing nor decreasing ”OﬁiCPﬂ’ll;diI?ﬁepf?epg
) an, who once ruled Xruce, now keeps to himself, thinking perchance of a.happi;r

day. 1f so, he gives no indicstion of hisg thougzhts.




