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WOk TN ITUTES
FIFTY YEARS 0% GROWER- = |
Te the rural wemeh éf Canida, Febriary 19, 1947, wai-8 very

| Y 8 uy |y &hai oné indred farmers'
Wemen's Institutes; It 18 unlikely that any ene ef £ he . Bnd 1 |
wives whe gathered in & smal]l Ont:rio,villaéﬂ on that }liﬁe:fg:g%ltti:
1897 realized hew prefeundly the decisien they teek was i L d

1ives of ceuntless thousands ¢f rural wemen in many parts of the ﬂ'l’lt E“

' * ' - L2 b " they Termed
Rene there oceuld guest that frem the "femen's Institutd" Shey ‘
night weuld grew an international fellewship ¢f rural "‘;1‘ frem mere
than a soore ¢f countries, united by commen aims and idea 'B.id * Hoad 1888,

Phe wemen had gathered te hear. an sddrese by Mre. Adelalde _;u_ :
‘wife of the Chairman ef the Scheel Bbard in the nearby eity ef E& ;n*
A shert time defere, Mrs., Heeodless' irifant sen had died as & “:ﬁg -
deing fed impure milk and that determined her té werk te save © li: t e
babies. frem a similar fate. She was invited to address a meeting o 8
Farmers' Institute of Saltfleet Township and theré suggested the _form-g-_ |
atien of a similar erganizatien fer the farmers' wives, On February I'Zu.
1897, these wemen came tegether at Steney Oreek, and the first Wemen's
Ingtitute was fermed, | .

- Grewth of the Hevement- ' N - T
| 8 Pr nari aima of impreving home cenditiens and aftording |
eppertunities fer thé wives ef farmers te meet tegether for fellewship
and stydy, the new erganizatien met a very real xeed in Oanadian rural
1ife. The erganizatien apread rapidly &nd dy I9I5 Wemen's Institutes were
established in all nine Canadisn previnees.

- In Fngland, the eutbrsak of the war ef I914-1918 oreated 8 need fer &
combined effort amerg éeuntry wemen, paftiéularly in cennsctien with the
productien and preseyrwvatien ¢f feed. In ISI5, Mrs., Alfred E.Watt, a
member of the Advisery Beard ¢f Women's Inastitutesm in British Celumbdia,
brenght the questien ef thée fermatien ef Wemen's Institutes in England
before the Agricultural Organizatien Se¢iety. This seciety zave their
entlhngliastiec suppert té the idea and Mra. Watt later jeined their staff
ap Wemen's Inatitute erganizer,: L

Rural wemen in ebther ceuntries adlmse became interested in thig
Canadian-dern erganigatien , and asseciations with similar aims and |
metheds of werking, but net always ealléd “Institutes™, were establigh-
ed in many parts of the werld. Teday, a partial list ef ceuntries in
which Wemen's Institutés, er their equivalent, are active, weuld inelude
Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Seuth Afrioca, Burma, Sweden,
Switzerland, Palestine, India, France, Denmark, Caylen, and Estenis. |
Members frem these and ether ceuntries are affiliated 1n’sern&tion’a1‘1{

is

through the Associated Ceuntry Wemen of the World, ef which Mrs, Wat
.'Prahidenh .

Canadian Inatitutes Federated., | )
sanwhile, ameng Cansdian Institutes, the need fer g ce-ordinat tng

bedy had arisen. Consequently, in 1919, delegates frem each Canadiasn
prevince met in Winnipeg, Maniteba, and the Federated Wemen's' Ingt itutes
ef Canada wag formed, under the Presideney of a distinguished ang deleved
Ganaldian, Judge Emily Murphy. . 2
Teday, under the Federated Wemen's Institubtes ef Canada, mere thay
70,000 rural wemen are erganized "fer Heme and Country® in mere than
3,0001%03?'11 Inst ”uieh'ti : 4 TN Ay e
¢ biennial mésting of the F.W.I.C. te de held in '
Seotia, June 9-13, 1947, &nd at the varieus aistrict and prf:ﬁﬂ:i —
senforenses this year, the 50th annivérsary ef the feunding et t he
Wemen's Institutes was eelebrated, @ = =
The Federated Wemeit's Inatitutes ef Canada, like
is strietly nen-sectarian and nen-partisan in pelities; Tn addity
ce-erdinating the work, 4nd aérving as & élearing-heys
of the previneial Institutes, the F.W.I1.0. hha the
I+ To raise the ptandard éf homemaking,
2, Pe_devele) agriculture. '
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¢ for the activitias
Tellewing ®bjectiven; c

ﬁP’“‘“iiiﬂi
=S : , b “ig = =, "y _ ) iy ;
for it marked the 50th Gnniversary éf the feundiig in Canada ef the
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its member Ingt itutes,
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