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By Gary Nyp

This week is National Week

for the Mentally Handicapped.
To mark the week, various

" associations dealing with the

than anyone really expected
and he functions with minimal

supervision,

For a man who just recently

printed his own name for the
first time and is just learning to

be independent

great assistance to Ken, both
morally. and financially.
Because Ken receives very
little money she lowered his

rent. ~
Ken has needed a lot of help,
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time with him so he gets what
he wants,”

Mr. Bennett says that help is
one reason he was able to price

and eventually buy, his own CB
receiver.

Unfortunately, Ken’s
newfound independance is not a
common one among the men-

tally handicapped. There are
various factors.

First of all, some of these

mentally handicapped hold gay his address, Ken’s ~both from his instructors and nEople sares ROt .
their annual Flowers of Hope achievements - have  been the community. But Mr. Ben- livigg o fHEL: lgt:;estsgrt;?
campaign. remarkable. nett says, although he probably | because. there is not the

Flowers of Hope is the major
fund-raising campaign put on
by these associations.

ST. MARYS—Ken Harris 18
his own man.

Each morning he gets out of
bed, eats breakfast and, ‘‘rain
or shine,”’ walks to work where
he does such things as wood-

working, ceramics and cooking. .

After his work day is over, he
returns home —to his own
apartment.

Ken Harris is 46 years old and
has only been living on his own
for the last year or So.

Elizabeth Pearson says he
makes an excellent cup of tea
while Barbara Cooper is im-
pressed with his homemade
apple sauce. Al Bennett, on the
other hand, is fascinated by his
CB receiver.

All three are extremely proud
of him —and just as surprised.

Ken Harris is mentally
handicapped and attends the
James Purdue Workshop for the
Mentally Handicapped. He can
neither read nor write and has a
definite speech problem which
makes him extremely difficult
to understand at timés. _

Yet he has coped with his new
situation. He has coped better

Both Mr. Bennett, manager of

the workshop, and Ms. Cooper,
Ken’'s life skills instructor,

~ admit they did not think he’d

cope as well as he has.
‘“But we were both obviously
wrong,’”’ says Mr. Bennett.

~ Mrs. Pearson, his landlady,
calls Ken ‘‘an excellent tenant’’
who keeps his apartment clean,
doesn’t bother the other tenants
and always pays his rent, $135,
on time.

A numbper of factors have lead
to Ken’s present position as a
responsible citizen in the
community.

First there was misfortune.
When his mother died about two
years ago, Ken was faced with
the task of tending to a large
house by himself.

Out of that grew necessity.
Mr. Bennett realized Ken
needed to find a smaller ““more
workable’’ accommodation.

And then luck entered into it.
Mrs. Pearson used to work at
the workshop on a Local
Initiatives Program. During
her six-month tenure, she came
to know Ken auite well and
found him to be “an exceptional
and gentle person.”

‘Mrs. Pearson has been of

couldn’t make it without the

training he has received at the

workshop, ‘‘the onus has to rest
with Ken.”

“This is something he wanted
and worked hard to achieve. He
hasn’t let anyone down.””

Both Ms. Cooper and Mr.
Bennett can talk for hours about
some of the little problems Ken
has encountered along the way.

For instance there was the
time when Ken, who recognizes
food by looking at the pictures
on the can or package, bought
beets which -he thought were
raspberries.

“Do you remember that?”
asks Ms. Cooper. Ken neds and
smiles.

The community has assisted

Ken in those situations, Says

Mr. Bennett.

“The downtown merchants
have been especially supportive
and helpful. They don’t hesitate
to spend just that little extra

e
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necessity or because they
simply don’t wish to.

A lot has to do with society’s

_attitude towards these people as

well, says Mr. Bennett.

“‘When you look at it, we've
taken awesome strides in this
particular field. But we’ve still

got a long way to go.”
He says there are several

:_'._peaplé in the James Purdue
workshop

alone who are
probably capable of living on .
their own. But getting landlords
to accept them is another thing.

“Weoften write to those box
numbers in ads and get no
reply. Or we call and the land-
lord says the apartment has

just been rented.”

Mr. Bennett says landlqrds |
are afraid these people might
damage their property or scare

off potential tenants.
““And I'm not about to say that

all  mentally handicapped
people are model tenants. That
would be lying. But many of
these people certainly deserve

the chance.”

Mrs. Pearson’s gamble with
Ken has certainly paid off.

“I've had far worse tenants,”
she says.

What's more, Ken realizes

what she has done for him. And
quite often, he’ll invite her over

for a cup of tea.
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