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When Alex MacKenzie ' made: hlS’ |

Will, theestate had:shrunk froma
high-of$125;000.t0'$100,000 dueto

- the operations of the Farmer's. :

Credit Arrangements-Act. This act

-/ .during thie depression of the early -

1930s-the so-called dirty 30s-dras-

tically'scaled down the'mortgages
of many farmers, including
held by Alex. Neverthless; there was. -

$60,m0 1eft for the High School Stu- -

dents’ Loan Fund. Immediately

~after his deathmApﬁl 1943 some:

of the sury

igréelatives:set out to

break the Will on the greunds of

- mentalincompetence. They had no
difficulty mustering

- messes to:provethe confusion and:
; .4..fa£getftﬂness of hislateryears. The

dozens of'wit=

hearing was before a trial judge

without a jury in the Surrogate
| Camt of the-County of Bruce.

The judgefound that Alex lacked

testamentary capacity. It was then
taken to the Ontario Court of .

- Appeal, which reversed the judge’s

decision. Finally, itwas reviewed by

- the'Chief Justices.of the Supreme

Cmurt of Canadawho upheld the
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and historian Marian Zinn

As a teenager in the early 1940s, I
can vividly recall Alex MacKenzie
alias Leggy/gieasy Alexwalking on
a cold windy November day, with
the sleet blowing against this face.
Clothed in an old overcoat, over-
- alls, rubber boots and a cloth cap
pulled'down.over his-ears. A man of
‘small stature was often'seen walk-
ing in front of my parents” farm.

. Alex always carried a blue five-

pound honey pail, in which-would
‘contain various.amounts of.cash,
* the proceeds from the interest and
principal from the many mortgages
heheld on farms in the township.
He frequented the Bank of Mon-

treal, Lucknow. The tellers never

‘enjoyed waiting on Dirty-Alex,
especially the Bank secretary who
needed to help him get into his

-safety depositbox inthe bank vault.
No cans of air freshener in those

No doubt the last will and testa-
ment was drawn in the bank man-

ager's-office the estate toiestablish
- an endowment fund for the pur-

pose of assisting worthy and prom-

ising young.men from the Lucknow

high school to further their educa-

tion Women just:got married and.

didn't do anything.

The executors were rGem'ge Srmth
and David Carmthers, Dr. and
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a umque plece of hlstory

Narman Vincent Prest witnessed
their signatures. In May 1943 after a

‘night’s search the body of Norman

Prest was found on Canning St.
West, along a fence in Ashfield
township. He had swallowed lye.
‘The Head Teller (who is still living)
received a shock when her fiancé
told her before she entered the
bank the next morning.

A number of men in this area,
told me who borrowed money from
this fund would never have been
able to further their education.
Some of these students never paid
back the money.

The Fund has gone from Luc-
know High School then to Wing-
ham in 1967 and in 1970 to the
Huron county board of education
and then to Avon Maitland School
board

" The sequel to tlns story is if Alex
had been born 50 years later he
would have been hard pressed to
find a man to take care of him.
Many professional women would
have surrounded him:

Dr. Cathy, dentist; Mary Lou, a

" barber; Lynn, a lawyer; Donna,

bank manager;

- “Ann, medical doctor; Dwnne,
pharmacist; Joan, funeral director;
Peggy, minister; and Jessica, tractor

- driver with back hoe to dig his
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