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fior the. Instltute of Plant
; .tr &hr tD her mIS'

da auﬂaha' hometown
of ‘Thamesford, Miss Pat-
tersan retired and became
active in the women’s in-
stitute named after her.
| Ajﬁe]l as the congratul-
atory messages from the
lgwmmt Miss Patter-
mmved many “lovely
- cards.”

“E}ne of the cards had a
'verse which said each birth-
=day is a gift,’ she said.
ﬂhatxstheway I look at it
too, each birthday is a gift,
of course to be used in the

Cana

made by boat by way of
and twice and hy way
of the Pacific twice,

I liked travelling; I was
2 good sailor,” she said of
the trips which took approx-
W three weeks at a
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Grace Patterson, former missionary,

Graue Patterson. rtght. is greeted hy Mrs. George Mitchell during hmhday celebrations for
Miss Patterson at Westminster United Church Hall Saturday. The 90-year-old former
missionary and teacher received well wishers all afternocon. Dr. and Mrs. Halliday were

among the well wishers.

- “If we could get children
to do reading and writing
that would be something,’’
she recalled.

Her next stint of mission-
ary work was in the field of
agriculture, conducting ex-
periments in cotton, pea-
nuts, chick peas, wheat,
corn, soya beans and sugar
cane.

The purpose of the experi-
ments was ‘‘to find out the
best kind of seed for that
particular kind of soil,”
Miss Patterson said. They
were carried out in a wide
area of the province and
were an ongoing thing
throughout the growing sea-
sS0n.

Missionaries usually ar-
rived in India in October
and worked until April or

May, the hot months, Miss

Patterson said.

During the hot months
they would take holidays
and a favorite holidaying
spot of Miss Patterson’s was
Kashmir.

Missionary work in India

-is now carried out under the

Indian Church and is much
less than it used to be. Miss

Patterson said. Christianity
{i_g_ﬂh growing in numbers thou-
One of the most thrilling
mements at the birthday
celebrations was having
“one of the Indian girls
there,”” Miss Pattersonsaid.
A;toung Indian girl who now
lives in Canada but who was
brought up by the mission-
aries in India attended.
~ Miss Patterson feels she
1s fortumate to have retired
to her own hometown, sur-
rounded by “the fellowship
of the families and people
with whom I have been
brought up.”
“It has been a wonderful
thing, to live among your
own people and work among

your own people and to.

value your own fellowship”,
she said.

The Grace Patterson Wo-

men’s Institute, founded in

1945, was the amalgamation

of the Grace Country Club, a
group of Sunday School girls
and a- women’s institute.
The group of Sunday School

girls, formed when Miss
Patterson left for India, wa
growing up and there werea

number of women ‘‘keenly
interested in a women’s
institute,”” Miss Patterson
said.

The women’s institute
continues to support one
child’s schooling in India
each year. The club motto 1S
For Home and Country.

‘““The women’s institute is
doing tremendous Work, &
Miss Patterson said.

Enrolement in the club
has fallen off during the
past10years but the present
membership is still 47
strong. The group supports
4-H girls and the Oxford
North District.

“I can hardly find words
to express my appreciation
for what the women'’s instit-
ute is doing for women and
girls of the community and
the country and the world,”’
Miss Patterson said.

She does not attend meet-

ings any longer nor does she
get out much, owing to an
arthritic leg and hip but
Miss Patterson does have
one secret for longevity. “‘I
just live one dayata time,”’
she said.




