The first Women’s Institute was organized at York

in 1911 and in 1913 the first Women’s Institute
was established under the Department of
Agriculture. In June, 1914, the first Annual con-
vention was held with 35 members present. By
1923, 72 groups were organized with a member-
ship of 1500. In 1924, the forerunner of the exist-
ing Provincial Handcraft and Arts Exhibition was
established and in 1925 the first District
Convention was held. The Provincial Sanitarium
was opened in 1930, largely due to the efforts of
Women’s Institutes.

PE.LLW.IL is recognized as the first Women’s
Institute in Canada to have a radio program; 50
years later the program continues today. PE.I.
Women'’s Institutes are well recognized for their
work in rural schools and have worked for and
have secured better medical services and hospital-

1zation.

W.I. initiated the first Provincial Music Festival in
1945 and the first Provincial Drama Festival in
1946. In 1973, the first Annual Roadside Clean-up

was held with support of the provincial

Buy . .. PEL is a project of the Womens Institutes of Prince Edward Island, in cooperation with the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and Enterprise RE.L, to increase consumer awareness of Island
agriculture, fisheries and forestry products.

Department of Environment; this continues today.
1979 was the start ot the Awareness Program,

From Farm to Table, promoting Island agriculture
products, thus leading into the Buy ... PE.1 pro-

motion which was launched in 1994.
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A smile is a curve that sets a lot of things straight.
.




