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T HIGN Lthe Amwoecinted Caountery Women of L

\\ World met in Copenhngen thin September
iribiute wn |;.|||| 1 | Lol o AT

ma imternntionnl body tor Lthe nome of Adelod
Lavesel L the Ceanndinn womnn who Tounded e
irol,. Womoen's Tosbitute ot Stoney Crook, Ontorio
incd o wlnrelord movement thoat hoan sprs vl prethy
voll pround Lhe world, here nre now women InsL
utes in overy province of Coanndin, i Csrent Bribmn
belpoaam, IV rnnc Now Zonlnnal ot Alrien angd
Indin: and oo doubt the institute iden haws prcom ok ed
hivr [ rrmntaan ol mormee ok e SANRARE R thint go Lo mnbke
JL Lhiee waorld aorpnnizad country women

It must hoave tnken the cournge of n ploneer, fifty
WL npo, to Inunch nn educantonnl movement for
wonien who were right In the thick of their hoavies
nmily o ~1.;.|1.|I||||.l|-: mosl of them [(arm women
Wity adl thmt ”I'-1I||t!|| in the wav of himateil loimuires
ime, And cortmmly ol took o pioneer's vimon to Iny
Mnng wo sound thint thi obhijcelbives nee ntill ni.llnr thilo
o chnnging conditions, the progeam still attracting
vomen oalter half o contury

1

The story ol thee firnd
into boing 18 protty well known
the Inte 1800's, the had whot they enlled
Farmoers’ Institubos nluo hind nn Experimental

Unien, viry busy just the n with o compmign for the
health of farm
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Umon wan planning ita annunl meeting nt Guelph,
in 1RY9G, someone hod the baaght idea of bringing 1n o
worman spenker, 1 M. John Hoodlesa of Haomilton,
who wan crenting quite a star in that city by agitating
[or the tenclhing of “"domestic sciencs “in the ]lﬂhhl‘
chools, 1L 1 impossmible to any whether the Union was

‘\1 KH I |i |lH“-'-|.'l..

| -_-.p--ll.l nttenction for their

particulnrly interosted in

'.".Iif | Lt

IMessnge or
thoey wnntbed
for however queer her views might be, this
wdler nlreo lnl‘,' |I"|li| i l"l-"]IHI'tllillT'l ne nn entert iining
peanker. AL this meeting Mm, Hoodlesa heard the
men discussing the health of farm ammmals. When her
turn come ghe argued that the health of their families
WA more impaortant than the health of their cattle
i approach that s still used by home economistsa
dinng rural extonsion work

AL the Guelph meeting a [u||'1|ll. "-[‘JITHHJ younyg
Ielind Lee of Stoney Creek, was particularly
M, Hoodloss said, nnd he aaked of

ahe would speak nt 0 meeting of his Farmers” Inatitute

[Irogram
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|||--"--1| |1'., w hind
when they would have the women out to hoar hrr_
At that Mra. Hoodlesa suggeated that the
women have an orgnnization of their own to study
homemaking just as the Farmers' |[nstitute atudied
She offered to meot with them to talk this
over nnd o meeting wns arranged for the next Friday
might., Thirty-five women promised to attend. When
the mght came. one hundred and one woamen and one
man, Erland Lee, erowded into Squire’s Hall in the
village of Stoney Creek nand there, on Februnry 18th,
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897 the first womoen's nstitute was cofganizeé

Why did this orzanization of farm wome=n, banded
tozether for the simple purpase of better hom=mak-
ing. grow into somothing 8o far reaching and so signi-
ficant? We have a good part of the answer in the
manner of woman who was 1ts founder

Crusader For Household Science

Adelaide Hoodleas —Adslaide Hunter before her
marringe —wns born on a farm near St. Grorge 1n
irant county, Ontario, one of thirteen children. Her
brothers were university men and Adelaide grew up
in a home of culture and uncompromising Presby-
terian ethics; grew up, too, with all the social graces
that come of natural charm and a gentle background.
There 18 no doubt that her personal appeal helped
her over many difficult places, but she never depended
on it. I saw n copy of her letter to Sir William Mac-
donald asking for fundas to build Macdonald Institute,
nnd certainly there were no ““woman's wiles™ In evi-
dence, It wna as clear-cut and forthright as a case
history: she made her cnuse ph-rlr] for itsell E'E‘fhﬂp!
her experience ns one of n large family gave her the
emotional hardihood and the perseverance she needed
to enrry through some of her schemes in spite of criti-
cism and opposition; no doubt her own vouth on a
form gave her an understanding of the needs of farm
wWormen

iut there wna no experiznce to prepare her for a
trouble that struck in the early yvears of her married
life. Her firat baby died when he was eighteen mont
old. and she felt that if she had known more abo
how to tnke care of n |"-1lh:'."' ahe miﬂ'hl have ﬂl‘l'ﬂ'!"d h_i
Also it was discovered too Inte that the milk dehivered
to her house wnas not safe for babies, and she felt that
she should have known about that, too, Out of her
gricf eame the resolve to try to save other women
from suffering like her own, So she headed a campaign
for cl=an milk 1n her city, and she began her crusade
fiir hiomi u-*-r-n*-rniu-: 1'|III.1‘JI.|'II.#'II'I for ﬂl:"l'-l "dr-mr-nlil:
science’” they ealled it then. And for women whose
school days were over, she started the women's insti-
one of our first Conadian venturea in rural
ecdducation

Here Methods Are Still VIod rn

In Invine |;-'|_-|r1:-t for the womsn'a Iﬂilifu[!". It s ton
he noted that Mrs,. Hoodless, Aftv-three vears ngo,
followed adult education principles that are approved
by the experts todny., Her subject, the home and the
wis of vital and almosat universal coneern to
women. Study wans combined with sociability —the
women held their meetings 1n one another'a homes
and there was alwava a tea party afterwards, As far
na inu--.dt'l'rll*_ pvoarvone had n p:lﬂ in the program nnd,
bhecause they prepared their own papers and gave
thmir own 1'||~1'|"1--n_-'il‘r.|h-rn.-l, they ‘“learned to do hy
doing.” They were orgnnized for action as well as
atudy—they not only hand talks on recreation and
good books; they provided community skating rinks
and libranea. Modern adult education triea to break
down socinl barners and cultivate tolerance; 1t was
understood from the beginning that the womoen's
institutes would favor no race, creed, class or politieal
party

And how timeless the original homemaking ob)
tives were, how adaptable to progress. “A bet
understanding of the economica and hygienic value,
of fooda™ as 1t was written in the constitution, now
covers not only the most up-to-date knowledge of
nutrition, but of food prices and distribution. "“The
wiantific of children” takes in not only the
4L dintricinn s rules for feeding children but also lhE
whole field of child paychology. It is not surprising
that after a year or two there was added te the study
of homoemaking in the institutes” program “the carry-
ing on of any line of work for tha uplifting of the home
or the bettermoant of conditions nur"ruun-ﬁng com-
munity hife’ " for we potice, (Contiauesd ol page 27
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