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“He has touched the lives of thou-
sands of students,” superintendent
with the Bruce County Board of
Education David Armstrong com-
mented. Trustee Faye Bell-McClure
says Woodyard’s whole career “was
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“It's important for people to know,”
Woodyard commented, “that there is
a lot more to the educational system
than the teacher standing in the front
of a room teaching. There are so
many social pressures for both young
people and their teachers ... people
do have private lives, both students
and teachers, and what’s going on in
their lives has a lot to do with the
learning process for the student and
what's going on in the private life of a
teacher can affect how he or she han-
dles things in the classroom. And
yet,” Woodyard continued, “there are
people who don’t consider this and
believe, in spite of the pressures, their
child(ren) should be achieving.”

_ Woodyard added while “there’s
important stuff going on in the class-
room, it’s equally important to allow
students and teachers this understand-

Woodyard's empathy for others,
his care and concem for both students
and staff alike has earned him a great
dealofms_pectat-theschoolandinﬂle
community. Many will miss his
warmth, his casual and caring rela-
tionship with students and his subtle
and at times, not so subtle, approaches
to problems, |

Spending one’s entire educational
career at the same school is unusual.
And while Woodyard has had
chances to move, he never did.

“I developed a feeling for this
school ... it’s difficult to describe, but

principal at the school, had that kind
of feeling for this school as well.”
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While his work kept him busy

munity involvement, everything from
being Sunday School superintendent
and a member of town council to
coaching Minor Hockey and Minor
Ball.

“One thing that has stayed the same
at the 'school is the tremendous
involvement of students in activities,”
Woodyard said. “While there is a high
percentage of students who are seri-
ous about their school work - such
dedication is reflected in the results
achieved - there is also a high percent-
age of students who are actively

involved in extra-curricular activi-

ties.”

He talks with pride about the
school’s “exceptional” music pro-
gram, technologically-advanced
industrial arts program and the
“tremendous expansion” of the physi-
cal education program.

“Students no longer just make a tin
box or gun rack in industrial arts -
they are now learning to design using
computer equipment; physical educa-
tion and health classes introduce stu-
dents to areas they can pursue as hob-
bies, such as golf and encourage the
students to develop a healthy
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Woodyard also found time for comTetirement party in his honor on Saturday evening at the Chesley Community Centre.

“It’s nice to have a solid academic
background, but if you are going to
teach, it’s very important that you like
young people. If you don’t, you’d bet-
ter do something else.”

While he may be retiring,
Woodyard won’t become a stranger at
the Chesley District High School. He
plans to do some volunteer youth
counselling, particularly in the area of
anger management; hopes to assist
Ridley Gillmore with the music pro-
gram at C.D.H.S. -the development of
a country and western band with
Woodyard and some students calied
County Road 10 was a real highlight -
and he plans to continue to teach
lacrosse to phys ed students. As well,
he hopes to find time to work on a
novel he is writing and his wife hopes
he find time to re-model the family’s
kitchen. 5

And as co-chair of Chesley’s 1995
Homecoming celebration, Woodyard
is convinced there will be few dull
moments! | v

Replacing Barry Woodyard ag
vice-principal at'Chesley District
High School in September will be Jim
Rackley of Port Elgin. ‘_
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