HISTORY OF BURGESSVILIE WOLEN'S INSTITUTE

The first Women's Institute was organized in Saltfleet Township, South Wentworth,
on the 19th of February, 1897, just 50 yeers ege. The Branch 1s knewn as the "Stoney
Creek" Institute. ilrs. Adelaide Hoodless was the person responsible for the organiz-
otion of this first Institute of the world, and to her all Institutes pey hemage in
this year of Golden Jubilee.

T"he Women's Institute sims to be an effective channel through which varieus forms
of sctivity in the best interests ef the wheole peeple can be carried en in rursl
districts,

Health Bducatien and service, child welfare, school improvement, Libraries,
cemmunity centres and many other undertakings, are made effective through the ce-
operation of the various Departments of Government and the lecal iInstitutes.

With these ebjectives in mind, we will review briefly some eof the interesting netes
in the histery ef our own Institute Branch, and see to what extent we have carried en
the good woerke.

The Burgessville Branch ef the Women's Institute wes organized in 1503, in cennect-
ien with the Farmer's institute, and under the leadership eof irs. Justus Cohoe.
According to the diary eof the 1nte Charles E. Welker, the exact date was February 12th,
forty-four years age, so we are six years younger than the first Institute. At the
time of organizatien a Mr. Mason was president of the rarmer's Institute and John LicKle
the secretery. iirs. Cohoe was zealous in institute work end helped eorganize other
Institutes in the District. She was the first president ef this Branch snd iiiss May
Emigh (Mrs. Wesley West), secretary, ilrs. Cohoe was alse first president ef the
Besconsfield branch, which she helped organize.

There are four charter members living (meybe more)- Mrs. A.B.Dennis, Mrs. Jehn
Hughes, Mrs. West and uirs. c.B.Walker. lirs. Charles Burgess was a charter member, and
as s Branch we owe much te her continued interest throughout her life, and her influ-
ance as menifested by her daughters, irs. wriffin, iirs. Mellins, and iiiss HKessie
surgess. The latter twe having been presidents fer some years. The Branch has always
had their wholehearted support and ce-eperatien in every waye.

Ameng the presidents serving during the 44 yeers, we have racord of the names eof y
iirs. Blias Snyder, srs. Williem Pollard, Mrs. iMilten Reid, Mrs. Ernest Knaggs, Mrs. A, -

Celgquheun, iirse. rlewes (Mrs. Wesley Lancaster), Mrse. DI Johnston, iMisses lirene
Wallace and Ressie Burgess, Mrs. V. idlollins, Mrs. Harry Morgen, MIS. Jehn Jaques, Mrs.
J. R. Wclees, Mrse Charles Kelly, iirs. vern pennis, Mrse. He Hockett and mrse. J. Ao
Diekinson. iiss Lrene Wallace gave VOIy sfficiant service as secretary-treasurer fer
15 years.

in 1935, the Seuth Oxferd institutes were erganized as a Distriet, with Mrs. Cehoe
as first president. MIs. Snyder and iirs. lergan were slse District presidents, and at
the present time lirs. R. W. Burten is first vice-president of the District.

A glimpse ef the meetings of early days reveal thet they were held at the same time
ans the men's, and included a demonstratien on cooking, noet se much the why - 28 hew te
prepare s certain dish. Mrs. West in telling of organizatien werk in cempany with Mrs.
Cehoe, pays tribute to her calm efficient manner in erganizing and arranging pregrams
etec, and says "Weather, snew, sleighs, horses, small hotels like iit. Elgin and Beach-
ville Hall, hemes, ete, were ever present worries, the 1adies in the afterneen and 2
joint meeting with the men in the evening. Then finding places te stay. Befere very
long the men's organization stepped thelr meetings with lectures regarding farm werk,
and we were on our own finding horses, etc, Hewever the girls sent out by the Depart-
ment frem utuelph were geed and gave &as much as anyene could in a few heurs - and the
women present were interested and helpful - ef course we did not think se much ef
correct diet, feod values, etc, as how te meke flaky pie-crust er & cake with icing----
and te-dey knewing if the farm wemen can't de things, ne ene can. The time we went te

Vandecar by train, we did not ferget, found no one +e meet us, started to walk, get
a sitting until after the night meeting quite damp, and a2 celd ef

course."
Se much fer the geod eld days®

the institute grews and bresdens with the years.
very active "Feor Heme and Country' a8 eur mette reads, we have assisted in the ferm-

atien ef the Burgessville Library, and centinue te give financial assistance there. We
were instrumental in having musie teught in the Public Sehool, alse supplied het
lunches fer a ceuple ef years, end in 1931 began te contribute cash prizes fer students
with high grades in beth Public end Centinuatien Seheuls. At the time of planning the
building ef the tentinuatien schoel the institute suaaeeded_in gecuring the interest ef
Trustees and peeple ef the cemnunity in having e Community Hell 1nﬂ1uded in the building.

in 1933%, eur institute wen first prize fer & quilt exhibited at Lenden Falr, and wen
first on quilts there for siXx consecutive years. The first qﬁilt wes later seld fer
$25 .00 and went te +he White House in Weshingten, L.C. Iiies £dith Meore supervised the
work en quilts and many levely enes werse made snd eld, meking it pessible te cemplete
the stage ef the Cemmunity Hall, 28 it is now.

7e 1ist 211 werthy causes aided by eur Seciety, weuld make lengthy reading, suffice
to say that each year denantiens are sent eut te such erganizatiens as the War Memerial
Hespital fer ehildren at Lenden, LUr. Barnade Heme, lnstitute fer the Blind, Sick Child-
ren's Hespital, Retary Club, ete. Shewers of teys and mnnay‘ftr a number ef years have
gone te the ¥Firemem's Christmes fund im Weodsteck, and all lecal csuses werthy ef help

with their trials and tribulations - a8 time goees by,
puring these years oeur Branch has been




