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If someone ever invents a 25-hour day, Marcel De Witte
will still demand more time to keep the keen edge on his ice
at the 16-sheet Ivanhoe Curling Club.

For De Witte, the jaunty icemaker with the flair of curly
hair, it is a matter of pride, coupled with hard work and
common sense. That, in a nutshell, is the reason the Ivanhoe
ice is said to be the keenest in Western Ontario.

Often, Marcel works around the clock to make ice, hon-
ing it 'Wlth the skill of a sur- s P A i
geon performing a delicate
operation. He is in a battle
with the clock at times so he
sometimes sleeps at the i
club.
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Today, he is used as a
consultant to some curling

' clubs which are experienc-
. ing trouble with their ice.
. When the Canadian Curling
- »Championship was held at
iOshawa in 1969, several- 2
members of the host com- e
mittee, enlisted Marceél’s
help.

De Witte did such a good
job with the ice for the On-

tario championship at Ivan-

hoe a month before, that the MARCEL DE WITTE :
Oshawa group felt that they - - = 24-hour job |
might learn something from -

Marcel's tactics. The job he did with the Ivanhoe ice went
without a hitch because De Witte had three uninterrupted
days to work with it.

It has been a long climb for Marcel, a former Air Force
radar expert in his native Belgium, who knew little about
icemaking when he accepted his first job with the Simcoe
Curling Club.

That was in 1958 and De Witte was working in the tobacco
fields. “I remember one of the members of the Simcoe clu‘_cu
rode around with me on a tractor all day while I‘was culti-
‘yating trying to persuade me to take the job,” Marcel recol-

lects.

. He joined a two-man crew at Simcoe. After his stint there,
he went to the Sarnia Curling Club. He has been at Ivanhoe

Tl don being th 4
: i< looking forward to London being the venue for
De WlttE r}iber if and when the championship is held in t_:he
ey futui‘e says ‘the London Gardens has the bestl ventilation
| mﬂééfﬂf any previous Brier site he h;s seen.ﬂ;ifl[l gar:q tr;}m:}f;
| SYS ink I can do some
| d}éﬂt end if'T Stayllhealth}’ I think |
ice,”” he says. | : - ier dream, he still
: : s not realize his Brier dream, e
Evin iﬂiﬁ:ﬁl ed {'}11? the West (Western Ontaglo, that is) tQ
has the ; i - =ty
| fall pack on.




