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This picture ~f the Elm tree that stands sn rajesticaly will sn~nn De pust histery.
Ly

The elm has been c~ncidered ~ne ~f ~ntarin's preminent beauty features ~f the landscape,
The Tamiliar vace-like farm ~f unique bezutly 7 the prianeipdal specles, NL WhE LTOree
species thut ~ccur 1in Antar’. , the crmmenest and largest 1S the white Blm, sn well Kn~wn
by 1ts characteristic gnd graceful branching L it: it 1s In~upnd sh2nizhmiit the pravince
excert in the extreme n~rtr. 118 numbers have en vrestly reduced since the intr~ductinsn
~f the "Dutch Llm Disease", 1T 18 aWﬂm a Trege nf lmUTLSS;V( ratenf gr~wth &nd size

vhen mature. S&pecimens with a trunk dlamcter ~f f~ur feet and 4 heighth ~f ~ne hundred
fect are neot uncemmen. This species and the lesser native elms, the rnck elm and the

red (slippery) elm arc zlse dying 1n slarming numbers as a result »f infecti~n by the
"puteh blm Diseacse.'" "The Dutch Linm Dlscase N was tirst ~bserved and ldentified 1in
Hnlland and Nerthern France in 1919- at first it was th-~ught that the trees were
suffering {rem the effects ~I the war. The discase became knawn &s the "Duteh Lilm
Jiseace" becsuse Dutch pathmalngists first studied 1L, &fd 1T Has nn cnnnectinn With a
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Dutch LElm because such a speciles dnes nnt 8X18Ts Ll“ disease snan Spread AVEr mast Al
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Fur~pe although 1t nas nnt been as devastating ameng lhurnpean specles nf elms as 1t was with

tre white ¢lm ~n this c~ntinent, The disesse was first disc cavered ~n this centinent
in 1930 in ~hin, having been accidentally br~ugnt nver nn special elm burl lngs
imprrted far vinser. 1t was nnticed first in Canada in 19%44 near Sarel, Juebet but
had been here a few years befare belng discnwvered .~ Thls WaS undnuhtedlv 8 dirsEet
intr~ducti~n fr~m Lurnpe, pnSsibly on packling edses, 1t First sppeared in ~"ntarin, 1n
frescatt Crunty neur the yuebec barder in 1946, Linvever, the rapid spread of the dlS@dEE
iy Seutbern ~ntaris develaped from tre west and smautk, @s « result ~f 1ts entrance
fram the United States at winds~r 1n 1¢50 and in the Niagara Peninsula abrut the Ssame
time, The disease nal nCOoUTS Vhrﬁlghﬁut the natural range ~f the elm specles 1in
(_,cil"‘ "jd

The discase is caused bv & fungus which getes int~ the sap stream and clngs the
water cenducting tubes, thus cuttiing ﬁff the f1law ~f sap and causing the leaves towlltd,
turn yellew then br~wn, &ho finally te curl and shrivel. In sn~me trees the discacge
cpreads rather sl~wly thr-ughout thhe crawn and a tree may take three nr four years to
jie. H~wever it is n~t unusual t~ see medlum Slzed trees t~ die 1n a matter ~f weeks,
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ecase 1s als~ spread fram Tree tn tree by beling carried ~n the bndiles ~f insects
wrhich penetrate thr~ugh the bark. Thesc are mainly twn species nf bark beetles, nne
native ta this ceitirent and ~ne A~f Bur~pedn o~rigin, Llm bark beetles are very small,
approxirately ~ne-tenth of an inch 1~ng. The mnst impartant p~int in the spread ot elm
disesce is that the beetles [eed ~n the tenuer inner bark ~f healthy trees

The native elms may n~t be quite drmmen Lo complete extinetinn, L] comminitics
wherc tree values are high, the trees need Lﬁt die becayuyse the cnst nf an nverall conirnl
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pregram is mere than justified, but there ic €till nn way ~f curing a tree once 1t Nas
cnrntrected the disease, The dlsease 1S fﬂihﬂln There is n~ single injectinn, »r dIy ~ther
treatment which will give & tree lnngate:ﬁ}iﬂmuﬂiity.agalﬂﬂt the Jl1sease., Lrng dilstance

preaud ~f Tungus 1is fungus transparted on matAl vehigles,
Thr~iichaut the countryveide the Llms will be hﬁﬁuﬂﬁxrfh’tlmdi ed by the disease, and
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jancernus dead trees should be vignrnusly
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