a small core of loyal workers were

used by God to establish a work that

was to have great and continuing 1mpact
upon the world for over 200 years. It 1s
for these reasons that Robert Ralkes 1s
recognized as the Father of the Sunday
School movement, and that Christians

celebrate 1980 as the 200th birthday of
the Sunday School,

Sunday School Work Papers

One of the earliest independent
publishers of Sunday School curriculum
materials was David C, Cook. Cook's
father was in the printing business, so
David had an understanding of the tech-
nical aspects of printing. But instead
of Jolning his father in business, Cook

founded a company of his own to distri-
bute sewlng machine accessories.

Although Cook developed quite a success-
ful business headquartered in downtown
Chicago, he soon found his attention
drawn away fr?m hls sewing machine
accessory buslness, and toward his real
love, Sunday School ministry, While
teaching Sunday School as a layman, Cook
recognized the need for high quality,
attracFlV? curriculum materiagls., While
some biblical materials were avallable
most were drab and uninviting. '
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acceptance. Soon, Cook produged other
materials needed for instructing and
nromoting Sunday Schools.

An innovative feature of the Cook
curriculum materials was the graded
asvect. One passage of Scripture was
chosen for study each Sunday. But
rather than have all age-levels study
the biblical passage in the same way, 1t
was handled differently for each age
group. This meant that the basic
emphasis for all .classes was similar,
but the outline, methods and illustrat-
jons were graded to the specific age-
group being taught.

As the Cook Publishing Company grew

and expanded, other products were added.
Yet, Sunday School curriculum materials
and literature were always the main
emphasis. Sundav School curriculum in
the tradition of the founder continues
to be the emphasis of the David C.

Cook Publishing Company.




