IN MEMORIAM OF REVEREND WILLIAM J. HAY BROWN
BY SON DR. W. GORDON BROWN
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They called the youngest of seven William, after one uncle who was 1 preachel
James after another; Hay was his mother's maiden name, and Brown - there were
Brown's aplenty about Brownsville, Ontario. Indeed, that village was named after
grandfather, Brinton Payne Brown, who had, as a U.E. Loyalist, come with an ox-
cart to the new Canada with its British flag. A minister's wife there thouzght tney
called the boy's father "By Natur® Brown, but it was really Benajah Brown! So his
l1fe began on the old farm in 1875. It was just two or three miles to WH a1 College" s
t@ey called the old red schoolhouse, to learn the three R8s, and only a few more TO
Tlilsonburg to attend high school.

* Before he could spell it out, Mother Brown read him Isiah 53, ang eﬁplained
that the Suffering One endured it all for him. The picture broke the heart of the
boy, then about seven, and he turned in faith to the children's Saviour.

In his last days we asked him, "How did you take up the ministry as your life's
Work?" Here is the story he told:

When I was a small boy, say twelve years of age, an old deacon, tue father of
of Roger Hawkins, one day in church laid his hand on my head as I stood in the aislkes
and said, "This boy will some day be a minister," Then Mother used to talk to me
about 1t, but I did not want 1t. 1 said I had an lmpediment in my speech; but 1
guess the impediment was 1n my heagrt! I had no deep Christian experience at that
tlme......I have felt sometimes that my pastors mi.ht have meant more to me than they

did....But undoubtedly the call of God was upon me to preach the Gospel, and I just
hewed my own way. I went back to the ninth concession of Dereham, got a school-

house,went around the neighbourhood and told them there was going to be g preachin%
service, and invited them to come along. They came, and 1 .ot up and said: "My Breth
ren, we'll rise and sit down and sing number sixty six"!l preached my sermon first

40 the rats in the granary. Yy brother Ed. said 1T was pretty goodl ss ..

Then Mother stood back of me, and I went in the fall To Woodstock College.
Father was among the Brethren - I don't think there has ever been an atom of resent-
ment 1in my heart over this matter - but he did not belleve 1n educating his sons for
the monistry. From Woodstock I went out and supplied durlng my college course. One
summer I was assistant pastor at Springfield to my cousin G. B. Brown. I had had no
tralning for that work, but we worked together and had a very good time.

They invited me back a second summer, and 1 went. Then later on I worked with
my future father-in-law, Rev. J. B. Moore. That was at Blenheim, and they, If I am
not mistaken, invited me back a second time. I had a good time there, too. I used
tO0 go from there to Shrewsbury to an afternocon appolntment to preach for the colored
people, and I loved them wery much.

~ Then I gradusted from Woodstock in 1895, and went to Kalamazoo, near Chicago, t©
20000l for o while. 1% wa@g Baptist schools Ny sister Clalre ond Her husband were
11ving in Dundee, Michigzn, and I was called there to a pastorate. From there I
Went to licliaster University for two years and part of a third. Buby phy Ithink of it
Wlth indignation: why did not some strong older man win my confidence and give me
some sanctified advice about continuing my course? What foollshness that I did not
get a_.l that our schools had to offer!"(by this time 1n hls story Father had become
SO tired that he had to leave off. We shall endeavour to sketch the seqwel.

In 1902 Mr. Brown married Elizabeth Greenwood loore, a high school teacher.
her quiet strength was a moulding, steadying influence back of hls ministry, accord-
1ng To the text she often quoted, "In gquietness and 1n confidence shall be your
strength," The groom succeeded his father-in-law 1n the home church ln Brownsville, =
a MostT difficult thing to do. Then he moved toO Brontford, Untario, Snenstone Mem-
Oria} anld then only a Sunday School, but the Lord blessed the young pastor's efforts
and 1n a short time g prospering church was established.

Hamilton called, and the young couple with whelr 1nf$ntr50ﬂ lloved to the larger
city, Barton Street (later Immanuel) Baptist Church was 11 & rather bad way. In
the East End of the city, they had been raising money by such methods as minstrel
shows. Indced, when Mr. Brown moved there, tickets had been sold fo? such 5 social;
but he stood firm; he would have nohe of that: "Id you do Not call in those tickets,
1 will not unpack my furniture,: The tickets calie back, and thst firgt yegr the

church gave more to missions than ever before, 1l dddition to Carrying home burdens .

In 1909 there was a church in West Toronto - the JUﬂ?tiOH Was the old name~
which, through an unfortunate division, wgs 1n & weakeﬂe% FOndlthng Would the Ham-
ilton pastor UHNAEertake the job? Twenty three years later ﬂﬁ"ﬁas Just resignin;z from
Annette Street Baptist Church, and his influence, always @H-Lne Slde of Evangelical
Christianity, had grown with the development of that section of Toronto.

How shall we estimate this pastorate OIZIMHﬁiﬁffﬂ QQHTE?? Of a century in a time
of of short ministries? Rev. James W, Boyd 1s & true Timothy to his Paul. He is now
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nastorof Dovercourt Road Baptist Church, Toronto. Let nim spegk:
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