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Helmka playe g : a
-lparta o pthg village's growth. One to a spot behind the Bell Th_lepumne.

:T OT1 - ﬁ ] % : iﬂ H“ i of his earliest ventures was a saw-| office, and “there burned to the|
Jaﬂg an im: EIES ing ' ls gzy mill. This had its beginning on a| ground. Sometime later the gig
: . . 3ite baclc ot the present Downing Delmer Churchh was moved s
- With three large tamuies 13y rasidence about the year 1867. Lat- o wobers Gf digne Samds. T
(By Ila Hawkins Leach) iclose together it was deemed necesd o ywhen he began to _Inanufactu{e pmci:u W ,.E Byt ) ‘. Rec-
' sary to have a school, the arst ov - reations of various forms were part
three schools which have served (heese boxes, he moved his miil to |of the community lite as the years
from that day to this. This first| its present location south of the marched by. A hbrary was forme( |
hent commenced 1 1799, DLIFiI]g school was an unused dwulling, 1;illage where swater was avallable hirsey 1o 3O 51‘{13& I'DDI"'I‘I.L D&[h‘.!&;lth the |
“» succeeding 40 vears about IOEE}’HEFE the grist mill ﬂGWIStﬂﬂdS- IEE from the ponds. This was a thriv- 5t::ire, then 1n Lbh*-‘-‘ tlﬁt:i%;‘;l Drevi-f
thers ook un land en cwhat s Bt teagher wws Mrs. Abram Mat- ing industry through the years, be- :::m:l*_:r docenpled. DY RUE X l‘i_’u:rcle ;
) e ' ) hews, cnoaged at eight dollars al{ing sold by its owner to Georgel Bank, then outgrowing these .k
'month. Two years later a regular| | Edgington. Aifter more years of cc}r{lmudatmns, ~to IS present  |o- ¢
\»s3iom, which 15 actually that por-!ichoolhouse was built about a hali-| |prosperity, when more than 200,600 | cation. 4 E
ion of the tenth concession lying{mije north of the village. By 1360f|cheese boxes were sold each year,) About 1919 a Village Improvye- o
etween Delmer and the Dﬂfthﬂitﬁf{pumis numbered 73 in summer and||the mill was sold to John Scott, who | ment Sociey Was '_forrned Wwhich
biovn line. Of these 10 setlers, one} 125 in the winter months. In 1907||operated it until his death and financed the bmlumg&_‘ ot ‘C€ment |
s David Dean, who lived on theiz modern brick school was eracted!|whose fam‘i‘[y still control the prop- sidew_alks and 2 tenn%_cnurt, pro-
wrm now known as the Woolleytsouth of tne village on property|lerty and the manufacture of cheese| moted the use of hYﬁ.ﬂd?I@t:ﬂcity, 1
figec® Heace, until this time, the designated as a community park,|jboxes. !-.‘Whlth had come to the district ip
catton was known as the Deanjand in 1926 this building was. fur- The tile industry of Brownsviiled: 1916, and generaily sponsored weelc-
-citlement. At that time, 1840, the{ther enlarged so that education up||also owes its origin to Heary Helm-|,ly evenings of entertainment. J¢f @ - 1
‘otrict 1s described by one by the g junior matriculaion might be|ika and to the extensive deposits of ‘annually I}Eld a- mammoth garden |l -
-2me of Crippen, whose words have completed under one roof. - |{clay, suitable for tile manuiacture,| party which atptracte:d 'thﬂ?sands ‘
»»n recorded, as “some of the ﬁneatq By 1846 other. families had come||which lie south of the village. Since | from near and far. Later, in the
aver land [ have ever seen, landsitg swell the growing settlement.|{about the year 1870 tile making has il%@ period, th1s_0rgan1zatmn:- was|
nvered with beech, maple and pine,| Land owners on the Tenth Conces- continued ‘with few interruptions, EFEVIV‘Ed E.ﬂfi_ {:H.I:'TI_EEI- out a “Stmular |
1o last being three to four feet|sion were John Loucks, Matthias||with the business changing hands | program of social -entertainment||
firough the trunk.”” Land was soldil Afjllard, Edward York, Joel Nims,||from Mr. Helmka " to John Koor, and constructive benefit; which ex-
or one dollar an acre.. Lewis- .-Woolley, Daniel Hawkins,|{then to Albert Deller & Son, who ||tended to the time of the war yyhen

Dereham became a township or
Yford County in 1798 and settle-
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cmmmonty known as the 10th con-

To reach the settlement there.}]inaeus Ford, Joseph Cook, Jos-||carry on the industy today. - it dissolved to torm a ?atrlutic So- f
vere only two trails,~one passable| eph McDowell and Henry Down- Sons of the Brixton family were ||C1€ty- -« . 1"'1 Lbaa*tedi; ? ki
v horse and ox team, lay. throughiling. Those on the Ninth Conces- || the first butchers to sell meat to the Brownsville alsoboas 2 brass|
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vouds and bog with only one clear- sion were Benjamin Hopkins, James ||community, -their shop being near band composed ‘:‘i: {5 pLajgera, In ear-
g to break the density of forestl Dennis, Daird Phelps Andrew Bax- [|where - the community- hall stands. lier years. It was led by .?Dhn Edg-
sepveen Talbot St (No. 3 High-|lter, John Petch and John Allison. || They -sold their business . to Mr.}}ngton. This too prndtt;dIEry pPopu-
vay)) and the Dean Settlement.||On the Eleventh Concession were | Copeland, who in turn. passed .it to [flar, both at home and'in Other’com-
purely a hazardous journey, with|iEdward and Joseph Livingstone, | the present ownership, that Gfithei munities. Names Ol SOME Of these
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':r;s.gazgja g;cll}rsgu;aélgsi;v?ne:; ;25 and on the Tweltth o James D?Eilngrigainmaliyhutel-keener A D. || Elliott, Joseph Grandy and I—?E%Ii
vater, while the wagon carrying the Fenmuan aod Lingucey Sqin, Glover, retired and was succeeded ||bard Wood, the drummer, Tga5¢
mothers and- children and the preci-|| Ko la;-zt s ReChils. 1HRs DER il by Ju;eph Corbett, in partnership || Giner, a colored boy, who also yyas |
vus household goods swayed uncer- iEixlgﬂ?ftht;feriatlfilfstc};luri};? ;1;:';1;? W with Mr. Badge. The ‘latter also||@ member and drove the band wag- |
(2inly behind them. - EER Sl :,'T ) 2 s : ghon. & ‘v B
pink behind them. | The other by | osgh his wn efior, labores 10728 &7, undertaking  estabshmentii % oy ccounds fo the o
‘orest from the west, suitable only (hold  regular services someumes yi~ . .. acquired the Tetaail gener- || munity was set aside. at Delmer,
wr travellers on foot, and then on-| “W'1 the il OF & Breulr r:_der_ﬁhni al store, formerly owned by Mr. Mc- || the next wvillage. east of Browns-
» with a guide, : preached about once a month. From g = o and the establishment: has || ville. Here the first ° buria] waq

Brixton Brown, whose name was |l S €3rLy beginning came -‘the continued in .that family until the jmade 1n 1846, being that.of Wijjjym,
;iven to the village at a later date i Baugham United . Church, and to i present - time. ol i Dean, who met his death Dy drgywp- |
2d come by the latfer trail when | LNeSe services the folk of the Dean ™ 7 . stmpoetiie il indus- |iing 1o 2 creek and whose body a4
= first reconnoitred the district in| Steelement  went, -usually on a0t tries, the community was essential- [;carried behind a team of mules to .
i: hope of findine a2 home for his u.-heqevar occasion permitted. L ly agricultural and especiully adapt- ‘the graveyard. Later, _abcmt_ 1909, 2
amily. The following spring, April| Drixton Brown was a miInISter,u 4 o gairy farming. Very early a| second cemetery was set aside, jlsq.
‘21, he returned with his  family| 24 imediately began huldmg“serc-l; cheese factory’ sas -established|at Delmer. . ' | |
id household goods, grain, and a| Y'€es.In his home.  He was helped] promoting the production: of ‘the Among the many who Walked
nall herd of cattle dﬁven’be‘]ind | by itinerant preachers who came jj: cheddar cheese for which Ox-| these ways Were the men of ;-
l1is time over the south route from| 2M¢¢ in-several months. In 1353 thej o County. beearfie« famous-- This | cine. the best known :u}cl Most ]oy-
valbot S, An account of this first church was erected somewhere factory burned and was replaced by ingly _rememb_erecl propably being
deriod, preserved by the Brown | RS2, Where the Sarden Lompany |, nother (which incidentally contain-| Dr- Henry Minshall, who practjseq
-2maily, describes the little dwelling Limited plant now stands. Land for ‘ed in its structure the main portion| Many Years i the district, Many
-4t was rented from one Joseph { LI'¢ churel site was given By ;he 'of the outgrown Methodist Church,| others there have been too, o f
“onrad, till their own could b byjle, | Brown family and later.in 1872 a1°; )4 e ndc% 0dav) . In 1903, this was | goings and comings have been yyp-
‘1 was 20 feet square with one roomnt. similar gift. was made to the Bap-{ .47 " Borden Milk Products| recorded and unremembereq by
wwove the other. This for a family st gongTEgation Jher ek Fhur;i}d Company and thereafter millk pow-| those now tving,. Wt the hundred;
£ 12 Nor was that all| Friends of | W25 Srected.. _The Methodists ! g.r and butter were produced in-| years and more Ehae Ve can; pold
- he Browns, named Loucks, bought after-years bult a larg:e l_Jr:Ek stead of cheese. Todiy no manu- bacal upon, onlbjir a small ,fmgment
cjoining land, and: in generosity, |-CONEN and parsonage B 3 facturing is carried on, the milk|here and t.lere1s available for -y 7y
:.“'."":r- so_great as 1in the wiiderne:-;s’ Cf‘*_ﬂs:‘amacls on Pi'Dp_ﬁrtj.i gfante heing received here and: sent to snatch from I nal - and keep safe
-5 family too was welcomed into | tNE€™ from the Hopkins iamily. Tillsonburg for processing. - o from forgetfulness.  These
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phae little house until their own] With the lanc_l-c:wne.rs._camc“ the The early families had formed |mostly been gleaned firom nuimh
onould be complete, Twenty-two  tradesmen *Em-d industrialists. - Ao among themselves a society called |ries of the gray-haired nlfer; - |
souls in a 20 by 20 foot dwelling. So | Sutherland’s “County  of Oxtord| 1ne Home Circle, which served as a|women who now look back Dh’ednd
-ney lived until the early winter. | Gazeteer and Directory” we Iind fraternal order, social organization, {vears and more, and if A

this census of the tradespeople of Sl Lter o x : : , > e be
_ _ : i i as a fnancial companv|>mall inaccuracies they are o
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son, shoemaker; Alex Scott, black- Mand -appesite. th $tO 0 lh o Triverse ; €Moriall |
smitth; Willlam Sponeburg, carpen- oLz A e e éxtai'ﬁ’) VEISILY of _'Wisyverhill
[h:.r: Irving ‘Thompson. blacksmith; E S e \
P AL 71-_[&1&@@,'2{0%[ Exchange Ho- 4 ' _ '
c1tel George McSherv, a plow man-|

| uiacturer and blacksmith, owned|. '

|and operated. The Premium Pléw;
| "actory, winning a gold medal at
‘the provincial exhibiton for - his |
nlows. et

-

- s Fy ; __-"Fﬂ
i | ; -
i )--.;'“'-- e ‘. ,"‘rﬁ' { -4 gl er
w-!a;.._._.- g ;"':--i-': --X l__.ll‘f"l-l_'" ;‘,Gii -"';::J. ?F {:E_E"f_l; T #.:" - -’ﬂ:!__ {:?_-1 )d. -? .'I':l- ar l_l,.-‘a- : o —
¥y K AU 77
i =

ol o 79 o
L 3 L,

P

7

i
|




