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| written as a prayer for the day.
| it A Colleci ﬁ:r Club
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B -~. Thiu la the. Seaann nf Dlst:rlct ‘Annvals .. t'dnd From. Ottaws to
Sa.mia and Wallaceburg to Fort William, Members of the Federated
-Women's Inutltutnu of Ontarlo Wlll Ba Repeptlng Tugether 'I'hlu

*h ",
"‘ = ‘r "' o - '\.f e T
| - :_. .‘ : - hynrl -Ial I‘F',', X l: r;. 51! "'t' ':- r  § : [ : o '1 ' : : I"

-u.r = e : -

'l"
L |

OME 47,000 women in Ontario alunu
know  how Mary Stewart touched

: “the % reat human heart common to us
all” with her collect which was first pub- .
lished in 1904 and is, now used to open

meetings of branches. of the Women's In. -
stitute, Not only

Countrywomen of the.- ‘World (of which the

Federated’ Women’s Institutes of Canada: .

is. a. part) ‘have as. their own_the Mary °
Stewart Collect,. but' year .books of-
hundreds of groups around'the world.in-
clude this famuuu prayer- to. ba used ut
thﬂw m&etlﬂg‘ﬂu ...-' PR ) LI] .*r..r "‘- l Iy
. The collect. was. ﬁmt prlntcd. 1o T?ut
Delineator; a:women's: magazine no Iunger
published, but:then: nationally. popular i in-
the Umtﬂd States.. The:first large women’s:
‘organization ta adopt it.was the General.
'F'éd'emtmn of Women 8 Clubg,
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pmneer da. s) ahe was a wnter of some
" guccess. ¥| contributed to. newspapers
and magazines. and produced a.volume
impressively titled Mﬂrrml Translalions
From lhe Latin. Lyrics of Poet Catullus.
"In 1921 she her:ame assistant director
. general of the U..S. Employment Service
and from 1928 until a. year before her
‘death in 1943 . was' assistant director of

. education in the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
wIn 1927 she was honoured by her alma

. mater, the University. of Colorado, which
< conferred a: degree in recognition of her
" work'in educatmn. social'and civic sérvice.

f'

.“:All the early copies of the collect were.

mg'ned Mary Stuart, a spelling used-as a
pen name which led to some error in credit
“,of ‘authorship. - The composition has even
‘been accredited’'to-Mary, Queen. of Scota.
. whio was also Mary, Stuartl! Gires e

e “h.‘h; aA few slight deviations frum {he ur:gnﬁali

JTI‘IE H.llthﬂr -was a native of Ohlﬂ, hﬂ ﬁtext were [-mun_ to creep ‘in with so many.

moved’ tn "Colorado. when- she was’ very -

%.:hnun ? Following her graduation ' from
e

principal of a high school in: I:ongmnunt.

niversity of Colorado she- became™

groups usm%l it."*When the ‘title wag’

’Cullect for Club Women, some. nrgamza-
Jitions used the wording '“The great woman's
: heart common to-us all)' -substituting

where she wrote the fameus collect. "4iE: mé“wnmnn 2" for “human.” . ;Miss Stewart

The t:ullm:t was introduced to “the

Women's, Institutes in. England by -Mrs. ™ *fmmmentmg that

'Alfred Watt, M.B.E., who later presénted "
it ta the Associated Country-Women of the

tht: ‘substitution,
Frnups .may decide for
“/themselves which' they like.” :,She
pmferred the latter, ex laifting, "Whlle

herself acknawledged

‘World. Sht was premd&ntuf the A, C.WW ﬂ_jng of thﬂ Wﬂ.}'ﬂ we Htll Wﬂrk most’ ef-
at the time and the-author had given the rfecuvely is in women's groups, we work
copyright to that international. organiza- -4 for ends that concern' men and women

tion. -In aletter to Mrs. Watt, the authior
‘told how she came to compose the prayer, -
7%4] wrote the collect when I.was princi=
*pal of the Longmount. High Schopl.in
Coloradp. It was my first position after |
college ~ and  the "iriendly Longinount
women made me.a. ‘member. of their
lub . % aland the first far
| gleam of what - -women;_ working t oTether.
} might accomplish, came. to .me.

omen because [ felt
that club.women: working together with:
|'wide interests for large ends were a new

thm undec the sun and that perhaps they- -

had need for the special. petitions and
‘meditation.of this aim.” 2% 3y %7
! Thisymust be true,. for: tHe- collect has |
found its way-.round.the world, wherever °
‘women, especially® -} Enghah-spenkmg
'womeén, get together, - -’5;’1...

% JIVIIEE St.ewart was a very: pubht:-spint&d?

| woman, “'She helped ' organize the- Na-

thusiastic-supporter of women's: auﬂ'rage.
EA, well as being an educator {doing junior

“Iguldanﬂe work and placement work in-its.

I called..

tional Federation of Business: and" Pro~
Tessional’' Women's Clubs and; was an en- -

“alike, and our greatest need, as our greatest
ﬂttEngth, is to jt.hmk and nct. m tarms that

, are human.' nf=7 <oy Eeta g Tt g A

i One mistake she der 1nred w:a.a tha sub-

stitution of “as one™ for "at one” in the
text. .- “At one," she explained, “ig a fine

. .nld Ethuh :dmm wuh rmh mnnntatinn.

“To be "at one’ in mm and’in spirit is not
s.necessarily to be ‘as: nna [n fact, we
‘may have one common purpose, fix.our

..vision on one highy far goal and yet move

“toward it from-many directions, richer for
theu- diversity and ennobled Fur the toiur*
'ance which. they dﬂmand oA &

. Before, her de.ath i 1943 she released
hﬂl‘ gwn -version and’ comments. through
“the” iGeneral Federation of Wumens

‘Clubs in the United States. iili

%Iuaﬁtut& members ﬂver}rwhﬁre hava
i reason to be
7found words- for their dee cfeat thoughts.
" It might have been: yester

grateful foc the author who

ay, instead of
almost a.decade ago that she wrote .to
“those who- had’ adnpted her " prayer,

«.“Indeed, we have. need to grow calm,|
. ‘serene and gentle, if in these dll‘E da}ra our

‘judgments would be generous.”
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MARY STEWART COLLECT

Keep us O Lord from pettiness; let us be
large in thought, in word and deed;

Let us be done with fault finding and leave off
self seeking;

May we put away all pretence and meet
each other face to face, without self pity and
without prejudice;

May we never be hasty in judgment and
always generous;

Teach us to put into action our better unpulses
stralghtfumard and unafraid;

Let us take time for all things; make us grow
calm, serene, gentle;

Grant that we may realize that it is the little thmgs
that create differences; that in the
big things of life we are one

And may we strive to touch and know the
great human heart common to us all, and

O Lord God let us not forget to be kind.
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