Opera House - 7l | |

Along with the town hall, th :
House gis without doubt nn: Oﬂ ESE G Viflfﬂﬂ{‘l, E"
Marys” most impressive buildings. >t. Marys own historian  z%
Located on the west side of Water and resident here for f—?‘
Street, just south of the main street, ~ More than 80years, can Lgzwn
well recall when the

opera house was the cultural centre of °
the community. He relates how the
round floor of the building was used
or shops while the theatre, which
could seat 800 patrons, was on the se-
cond floor. The Oddfellows meeting ‘
hall was on the third floor. |
But because the ground floor stores
never attracted the business an-
ticipated . by the Oddfellows, they
were forced to sell the building for 2
mere $10,000 to a harness-making
company in 1904. Three years later the

building again changed hands wh
the G. Carter and Son Cumpanyv:ngrlz

the Opera House was built b
local Oddfellows Lodge. It’s gratgj
opening was October, 1880.

The building’s architect was §.
Weeks of the architectural firm of
Weeks and Smyth of London. The cost
of construction was $22,000.
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donald. He spoke to a local i
in the audil?nrium duringgal-t.ﬂer;:ftu

political campaign, The Marx Brothers
were among the performers appear-

the stone town hall next door it hetlps
form a focal point of interest whic
emphasizes the solidarity of this
strongly built community.

before 1880, the free library, as a
result of Carnegie philanthropy,
became almost as much a part of
America as the schoolhouse or

church” ,

o rx
1 over ownership. ! 2l
! : | . Visitors to St. Marys Sl i/ O { A — :
S The grain merchants wént 'into remark on the beauty AR R - R~ b o - RN |t Ry — R A
S bankruptcy in 1919, however, and the | of the grey stone e S i R P 11 St Mirys Library =
ngaért ank became owner of the | building of Grecian S & 0 _ . St.Marys Library -
. - F | ¥ | ol et .ql' LT .
‘ R Prop Y - Z ?ILChItESCtﬂE Whll:)?ltll‘ ¥ Pen and ink drawing by Colin McQuirk, perth country gallery, Originals and prints may be purchased. - -
. ' --|r e Sk istin i | l USES t' arvs pu , . - 3 v e S / | -
gy OFE;':: Iijlnusegl:vsagegjrsi):ﬁ,ﬁei detahe | library. Complementing “Virtually nonexistent in the U.S. nish Ten Thousand Dollars to erect a
v ' . C=

Public Library Building for St. Marys.”

The municipal council agreed to
these conditions, accepted the
architectural design used in other
Carnegie libraries and the building

[ 5 :
B, I . A

A i 7~ ingon stage and Uncle Tom’s Cabin . The predecessor of Folgh e ,

i XN \—— %+ was a popular attraction which was library was established in 1857 and Ordinarily, no objection wnulg was complete?kln‘lgﬂs.h I ;

s B ) F__,_,..i-i\ perfurmed on several occasio nown as the Mechanics Institute. It have been raised by thE_prupnse As one walks up the stately en
25 -~ T h el L : o d rented beneficiaries of Carnegie’s great trance to the library, a stained-glass
=] g . In 1920 the St. Marys Milling Co occupied no building but use . .

2 : - any bought the Opera Hou g Lom- rooms in d town stores to serve wealth. However, some people felt window above the front door por-
B - Eu:‘ :tate its mill’ )use and, to o HiRs A tizens. The strongly that Carnegie had exploited trays the Lamp of Learning. Inside the
2 24 = ili its milling operation, carried e needs of those early citiz : : : ‘ f th iginal oak
ol =} out extensive alterations Primar biect was education sweat-shop labour in his steel mills, building many of the original oa
|[E2= o2 Tl [ building. Lo Ithe thro h“fb 9 kjEC actical subjects, and opinion was divided in St. Marys shelves are still in use, as in a rare Pe-
-- bt | lectuug bﬂiﬂ Sd_':'n P;D le of the dis- too on the morality of accepting ccluegnqt clock. A portrait of Andrew
7 g The building has since been owned trictres Yd £d .'"Etp Scphﬂﬂi5, The “tainted”” money. In January, 1904 the arnegie hangs over the fireplace,
f. |8 by the Wolverton Flour Mills Com- mem a?]' ?Ig s one dollar a issue of a Carnegie library for St. and nearby are framed copies of the

pany and Great Star Flour Mills Ltd. | Vear -E'j P 1eC W S by Aot Marys was put to a vote of the people. 1904 negotiations with Mr. Carnegie.

‘ 1973 a local development company mittéan| maga .Em?[he memgership- The count showed a majority of only A fire destroyed part of the building

Trifid Realty Developments, purchas- Lat: = Eﬂﬁ rjﬂn:‘ century Andrew 35 votes in favour of accepting the in 1929, but this merely gave impetus

ed the building. The company  has Gar in }t1 e last himmlgfﬂnt“'h“ Carnegie offer. At a subsequent town to further improvements. |
.. been considering a number . of uses Pl F—;Bieﬂt % Scl_?ttls "United Sates council meeting the clerk read this Over the years the town of St.
for the property. Included in its plans Steel g SagLI0S Va'szed the idea of communication from Mr. Carnegie’s Marys has generously supported the
are the establishment of 3 number of usin |,]':"""llht::+rat|1:1uni ?Eltune ‘o endow secretary: ' . . . if the Town agreesby - library, and the unpaid board
— boutiques, a first class restaurant, out- Biisspersona) Lok resolution of Council to maintain a members have devoted much time

door cafe, a small convention centre

apé:ia some kind of restored auditorium
area.

free public | ies. Before his death
he ggve Izc,ﬂﬁrallirtl}?;ry buildings (but

not books) to communities !
United States, Britain and Cﬂ“ada‘ %

Public Library at a cost of not less than
One Thousand Dollars a year, and
provide a suitable site for the Library,
Mr, Carnegie will be pleased to fur

T

and energy toward maintaining it in

good condition.
Visitors are always welcome to

3 by come in and browse.
this achievement a biographer writes: _
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