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ST. MARYS — Canadian members
of women’s institutes were thanked
Sunday for their love and donations
to people in developing nations.

Ziny Westebring-Muller of the
Netherlands, president of the Associ-
ated Country Women of the World,
thanked Canadian women ““from the
bottom of my heart” during a recep-
tion and tea in her honor.

_-The silver-haired leader of the
nine-million-member association re-
ported on the worldwide work of as-
sociated member groups. ‘‘You have
no idea how much influence and
power you have, but you have to use
it,”” she told more than 300 members
of women’s institutes in the London
and Southwestern Ontario areas.

“We owe so much to Canada. You
are such a generous lot of people.”

Westebring-Muller appealed to the
women for their continued support
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of the world organization. She dis-
cussed some of the projects it has
undertaken in developing nations, in-
cluding training courses in child
care, nutrition, hygiene and home
economics for young women in Afri-
can villages, providing sewing ma-
chines to help native women earn in-
come and sponsoringhome manage-
ment courses for wives of blind
farmers who are given plots of land
by the women’s organization.

“It’s no use sending complicated
comdbines to South Africa because
the plots are too small,” she said.
“It’s better to send small tools for
the women.”’

Women, who comprise 70 per cent
of the world’s population, do the
hard work in the fields in developing
countries, such as those in Africa.
Westebrmg—Mulier noted that men in
African countries may plough fields’
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with cattle but leave the rest of the ]g 4
work to women. '\ oping counfrles are provided with
!

African husbands may have four
or five wives who often have to earn
their own income because they
aren’t provided with money from 1
their husbands, she said.

In an interview, Westebring-
Muller said development aid sent by
governments to needy nations often
““gets stuck at the government level
and doesn’t reach the poor.”

For this reason, she said, financial
and other aid provided by women’s
groups worldwide is channelled
through member groups of Associ- |
ated Country Women of the World tﬂf'
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~ Since arriving on the weekend for
an eight-day Canadian visit, Wes- =
tebring-Muller has been staymg with
Janet Hiepleh of RR 2, Springfield,
president of the Federated Women' S
Institutes of Ontario.

Westebring-Muller, who has been
travelling on official duties since
~ February, is to speak Thursday in
. Toronto during ceremonies marking
the 85th anmversary of the foundlng
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]' funds and help, she said.
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| About 1,700 women are expected to
. attend the event sponsored by the |

make certain it reaches the needy. [ ‘IPederated Women’s Institutes of On- J
|

She said she didn’t know the total
dollar value of aid provided by her
association’s member groups, al-
though it is in ‘‘the hundreds of thuu- ‘
sands of dollars.” At least 30 devel-

tario, which has 27,000 members as
well as members of the junior
women’s institutes.

Hiepleh said women’s institutes *
../ form the largest rural organization
& 1n the country. As non-political, non-
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sectarian and non-racial organiza-
-tions, women’s institutes are de-
voted to improving community and
~home life.
AS part of her current tour, Wes-
‘tebring-Muller will attend a-national
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convention of women’s groups in Co-
lumbus. Ohio, Aug. 14 to 19. In addi-
- tion fo Dutch and English, she
“speak$ French, German and Italian,
as well as understanding Afrikaans.
Spanish and Swedish.
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of the women’s institute movement.
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