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For La Balle, exploration was an nbsessmn ‘heseiae

Ighl

would pay any price to satisfy. x ?{J Pl : |
First he sold his seigniory to finance one ex- <

pedition and he later gave his life during anotherr" e 455
Rene Robert Cavelier de la Salle was de d"" o

for the religious life when he first came to Caj;i "_ “_';";

in 1667 and obtained land at Lachine which he named SR

thinking it was on the route to China through an

inland sea. | 350
He supervised construction of Fort Fruntenziﬁ;;'
- which 1s now Kingston, and then set out in gearc

for the mouth of the Mississippi which he found 111 ¥,
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1682. e

This document which is written in archaic, legal
terms is for the sale of La Salle’s seigniory to the
Seminary of Saint Sulpice and is one of the few to
bear his signature and the original of it is in the
Public Archives of Canada. ~
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La Salle’s Deed of Sale
To Sulpicians

" Deed of Sale by Cavelier de la Salle to the Seminary of
Saint-Sulpice, of his Seigniory of Saint-Sulpice, later known
as Lachine, January 9, 1669:

. Before Benigne Basset, Notary and Tabellion of the land
and domain of the Island of Montreal in New France, and
tmdersigned witnesses, was present the Sieur Rene de Ia
- Balle, there domiciled, who has acknowledged and admiftted
having ceded, transferred and relinquished, wholly and for
ever, without any warranty other than his deeds and prom-
Ises, to Messieurs of the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, established

“in the Faubourg Saint Germain des Pres near Paris, Lord

: pi'upr_ietnrs of said Island, being here present and accepting

. on their behalf, the Reverend Father in God, Monsier Gabriel
i‘ie'Queylus, Priest Abbot of Our Lady of Locdieu, Superior
of Messieurs the Ecclesiastics established in said Island, one
of the Senior members of said Sieurs of the Seminary, and
by them sent to administer said Island, the domain called
Saint-Sulpice, located in said Island above the falls of Saint-
Louis, with all the Rights, Rents, Duties and Privileges what-
zoever thereto pertaining, which said Sieur Vendor has, may
have and obtain in said Island, with the Reservation which he

.~ makes, of a portion of seven Arpents of Land in width by
sixty in depth, for his domain at the place where he has already
caused to be made certain clearings of land and buildings,
starting from the bank of the great stream and river of Saint- |
Lawrence, and proceeding North in the interior of the Island, s S S0 G i
_ adjoining on one side the property of Nicolas Moysan called e B |

= the Parisian and on the other that of Pierre Perrusseau, to- : e ’ t
Gﬂther with the lands which will be enclosed between the

R - homesteads of Raimond Boisneau called La Chaume, and of

% '-::J. Ple: ‘Gault:ler, called Sagouingoara; and of the enjoyment,

; “'*’:Tf '__' the present year and the next only, of fifty Arpents
"’ol’ Iamd in the meadows and ponds called Saint Pierre, of

|
ducement, the half of a fatted plg, which shall be dehveredr ]
to him by sgaid sieur Galinier. Approved Vendor between lines |

d one word cancelled—R, DE LA SALLE |
| wﬂ = - Labbe de _Quey;uu ,
.,!, ch lands o reserved . Rasset, Nore
g I-Iaa been promised to sa.ld Sleur Vendur, as an extra In-

LE

And at this time in Western Ontario . . . LS

"I”he late Stephen Leacock once wrote La Salle was
as far ahead of hlsrtimes as ofhers of his era were be-
hind. Today, La Salle may be regarded by some as &

' visionary who. failed, yet his little ship the Griffin was
the first to sail the Great Lakes. And when he sold his

H%‘:ig'nmry to the Sulpician order, La Salle became directly
responsible for early explorations of the north shore cri'f
Lake Erie. One condition of the expedition was two mis-

l.ake Erie as far as the Port Stanley area where he 3
janded and went overland to make contact with La Salle. X o
The two pri,esta Dollier de Casson and Rene de Brehant 4 -."f?* R E
Galinee 1ea.rned of the mission need in the far west, de- .
cided to lea.ve La ‘Salle and go there. Their travels Jedi "M ieh | |
them by land to the Grand River, to Lake Erie and to : !
“Port Dover where with their aides they gpent the winter - ,.'r;+

of 1869-70, first Europeans to do so. And there in March, .
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Bionaries must accompany him. His initial trip led him
to the Burlington Bay area, there he met Louis Jolliet,
who after a northern exploration four had travelled Lake

Humn, St. Clair River and lake, the Detroit River, and |
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1670, a cross, bearing the fleur de lis, was erected, cla;irﬁ_é -.’t.;;
ing the land for Louis XIV of France.  From Dover, Ehh:_,!“ e
went to Point Pelee, thence to the Soo area. Suhseque;l. Yoo
Gialinee was to prepare the first m&b of the Great :
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