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since the earliest carpenter
-mashed his thumb for the first

-time, man has had plenty to
' say to nails.

. “Goodbye!”’ is what he is
- saying foday—at least to some
‘nails, Affer 5,400 years of

holding ecivilization  together,
‘nails are being yanked from
-many of their traditional
. Toles.

Space-age glues and fasten-

ers made of plastics, exotic al-
loys, and even everyday met-
als are replacing nails in
some old jobs and taking on

new ones beyond reach of the

most ingeniously designed

nail, the National Geographic

Society says.

But the old standby is far

from being dead as a doornail
(used in the Middle Ages

doors). As many nails as ever
are being made in the United
states—340,000 tons in 1971—
with nearly as many imported
—293,000 tons—mostly from
Japan.

Yet, as a sign of the times,
new ways have cast a shadow
of sorts on the age-old trade-
mark image of house build-

ing: a carpenter shoving his

hand into a nail keg for more

ammunition for his hammer.

Today, nail kegs turn up
only in antique shops: nails

now come in cardboard car- |
tons and may be packed par-+
allel like tfoothpicks so their

points won’'t nick carpenters’

- fingers. e

The tl'aditiun'ali"tlle{iv ham-

mer is sometimes eplaced by
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| In use for 5,40

old

WﬁﬁTNGTON — Kver a power pounder that makes

its own nails from an attached
coil of wire.

That’s a far cry from the
bronze nails used in Egypt
about 3400 B.C. The Bible is
full of references to nails.

Nails used in the crucifixion
were believed to be about six
or eight inches long, square-
sided, and wrought by a
blacksmith. They resembled
the seven tons of nails dug up

- a few years ago from a Ro-

man fort abandoned 1,900

man’s

Ll

vage them from the ashes.
years ago in the face of at-
tacking Scottish highlanders,
and sold in part as souvenirs
for up to $7.50 each.

Until a Frenchman invented
a wire nail-making machine in
1834, all nails were made by
hand, hundreds of thousands

Nails similar to these are still

ferred in laying floors he-

Egﬁse their sqg{a}redpnmts sel-
split floorboards.

dﬂPI}-IHiIISJ still are sold in penny-
weight sizes. For instance, 2
three-inch nail was and 1S
called a 10 penny because
that’s what it cost for 100 of

by American colonists around them. _ of

winter firesides to stretch the Today nails are madgand

family income. steel, aluminum, 11‘{3‘1, Prei
These cut nails, fashioned copper. Besides boards,

from strips of iron, were so
valuable old barns and houses
were once burned down to sal-
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I Sweden

- $1.25adoz.

are banged into cqncr_'ete and
even steel by a nail gun pow-

ered by .22 blank cartridges.‘.
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Switzerland
89¢ a doz.

Norway

- $1.01 adoz.

They are designed w_'ﬂ;h_.:"
screw threads, ridges, ﬁﬂ.!fléﬁ; -;
and square edges to make it |

harder for them to work out.

They may be blued like a gun-.

barrel, or galvénmed'w gii__ql-;g

them rustproof. = = ‘&
rilized he-

They are even sterilized he
cause busy carpenters habitu-
ally hold nails in their mouths.
But troubles can still' come

up: A few years ago Surgeons
carpenter’s |
stomach pains discovered he
had swallowed 160 nails of as-

investigating a

sorted sizes.
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Italy
- 79¢ adoz.
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