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Students return to their own classroomsd

By PAULINE KERR 109,&

SCN Editor

Walkerton students will be

returning to their own schools
Sept. 5.

Vern Batte, director of edu-
cation for the Bruce Grey
Separate School Board, said
preparations are in place, and
students will be back at their
own schools.

The contaminated water
emergency in Walkerton
forced students to finish their
school year in alternate loca-
tions, mostly in Hanover at
various locations.

Although everyone was
extremely co-operative, said
Batte, it was an “administra-
tive nightmare”. For example,
students from Mother Theresa
School attended classes in
three different buildings.
Everything worked out,
although it wasn't easy.

“You do what you can, but...
everyone's very happy to be
back in their own schools,” he
said.

“School is about communi-
ty,” Batte said, “and there is
nothing like being at home.”

Janet Glasspool, director of
education for the Bluewater
Board, said, “It is important to
the community for things to
get back to normal.”

She added that she was
pleased the work has been
Completed in time for the
beginning of the school year.
A tremendous amount of
work went into this,”
Glasspool said.

Thanks to government
funding, extensive prepara-
tions were made to ensure the
Students are not exposed to
Walkerton's water. The town

IS still under a boil water
order.

Batte explained how storage

s have been installed at
the schools. This involved

repiping with temporary plas-
tc pipes, from the holding
tanks.

The water will be subjected
lo extensive testing, and will
be used for everﬁﬁng except
drinking at the three elemen-
tary schools. At the high
schools, the water from the
tanks will be used for wash-
ing. Bottled water will still be
brought in for drinking.

The repiping and installa-
tion of tanks has been under
way since the first week in
July, Batte said.

Even with the alternate
water SUPDI}’. ﬂ'lEI'ﬂ“WiH still be
extensive testing. There are
so many precautions, there is
no danger for the students,”
said Batte.

co-operation

Zzl:'gg:lment ministries includ-

ted the effort involved
fle no between the two

boards, and Several

o epvironment, education,

health, and the local health
unit.

Cost of providing the alter-

Waram
(Continued from Page 1)
Hogg said.

Hogg, who called the
staff efforts “truly heroic,”
said the conduct of the
Walkerton hospital durin
the crisis has been praise
by citizens, medical pro-
fessionals, the

health council, and the
Ministry of Health, includ-
Ing Minister Elizabeth
Witmer.

Hogg also commended
those who provided assis-
tance, including other
regional hospitals, which
supplied resources and

hale water supply aﬂ_lﬂ_ﬂ“tqj_.
lo in excess of $5.5 millio?
education ministry fund!
Work could not begin until t*
funding was in place. A serié>
of meetings were held,

approyal was granted, and
only then did the work begin.

district

assistance, physicians and

? ecialists from t;lutside
e area,
Waram commended for Chldrons.” Hoapal o

Western Ontario and the
LLondon Health Sciences
Centre, volunteers who

handling of E. coli outbreak

RAFTIS ion, define what she needed worked in many areas and

BS;ei?mEl fc}:{ SCN :E::JI et the attention of those who  the Ministr %I‘ Health,
could provide it - is a testament  which provided additional

Acting CEO Dianne Waram to her iron Will and coolness financial help and relaxed
received a standing ovation atthe under pressure, said Hogg. ¢ deadlines for the hospital.
South Bruce Grey Health Centre Dr. William Knox, SBGHC Chie The cost for handling the

Annual General Meeting, for her of Staff also commended Waram

E. coli outbreak locally has

role in handling of the E. coli out- for her “skill and courage” in the peen pegged at about
break at the Wgalkertog sitﬂ. dual rolg a3 CEO and Director of $73V%?£0. e
“When we aske ianne Patient Care. _ m, calle e
Waram to stand in for Mike “The medical and ““1'5‘“§ Stﬂﬁf efforts to handle the E. colj
Jackson neither she nor we had 35 well aS the people 31_ outbreak a “team effort.
any inkling as to what was in Walkerton are forever in yo “This included the
store,” said SBGHC board chair debt,” he said. that all hospital switchboard staff who
Walter Hogg. Hngﬁ noted kacli l hours handled the extra calls and
Days before the crisis struck, staff have Worked long

kept the media at bay, the
maintenance staff who
res;:lxgnded to security and

Ing issues, dietary,

SBGHC CEO Mike Jackson wag
transferred to hospital in London,
where he required heart surgery,
Waram was appointed acting

under difficult conditions for the

weeks.
'asfp,?;ﬁy of them were exposed to

the deadl¥ organisms in the early ar

ousekeeping, }aundry
20. tages of the outbreak, some ‘

CE“?n an instant, Dianne found Eecgame ill or had lqved ones who 332 ?Zgl‘gill'll%ll esg‘gl’l aﬁf}l&g
herself propelled from relative became ill, increasing the stress P

placed on them, purchas-
ing, who were able to
obtain whatever we need-
ed and front line patient
care and medical staff,” he

said.

obscurity into a world of flashin
cameras, glaring TV lights an
daily press conferences Wwith
national and international media,

level enormously. The low point
for our staff came with the pass-
ing of our long-service employee
Betty Trushinski on June 1,
“That Dianne managed to deal (See Waram
with this, keep control of the Situ- on Page 5)
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