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J.A.C. Becomes a Teeming City
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BY JEAN BEBENSET
GUELPH, June 18 — (Staff) - Eleven

thousand Ontaric farm

women swarmed the Ontario Agricultural College grounds here today
1n the largest women’'s meeting this country has ever witnessed. The;f
f_represented hundreds of Women’s Institutes of the province celehrai;
ing the fiftieth anniversary of the Federated Women’s Institutes ﬁf

Ontario.

Three apecial trains, 198 char-
tered buses, and seemingly endi-
less individual automobiles car-
ried the great throng of cele-

brants to Guelph.

Rejoicing in their heritage
and through their leaders plede-
Ing themselves to strengthen
h*nme_s and communities — so
fighting for the peace of the
world — the assembled thousands
accepted golden jubilee greetings
from Prime Minister George
Drew, Hon. T, L. Kennedy, min-
1Ister of agriculture; from lead-
ers in the W. I, movement in
Ontario, the other provinces of
Canada, England and Wales, and
Nguf Zealand; and from other Do-
minion and world-wide women’s
organizations,

Lieutenant-Governor The Hon.
Ray" Lawson and Mrs. Lawson
received the ruval homemalrers
during the tea hour, Messages
of congratulation were forth-
coming  from Her  Majesty
Queen Elizabeth. Prime Minister
W. L. MacKenzie King, and from
the Women’s Institutes of South
Africa,

Climazx oy the tremendous cere-
monial celebration was a bril-
liantly-costumed pageant pre-
senfed in the early evening omn
the great outdoor stage. Undey
the title “Let There Be Light"
1t chronicled the history of the
Women's Institutes through &0
years, together with their con-
fidence and vision for the future.

Weather favored the historic
meeting. The city, the college
welcomed the women. The sun
heameﬂ‘ from a blue sky clouded
only with picturesque puffiness,
and the O.A.C. grounds in all
their spring loveliness tormed the
setting ideal for a farm women's
celebration,

Maedonald 1nstituie, the brain
thl]d of Mrs, John Hoodless of
Hi;nllf%}r Creelt, the founder of the
W, L, expertly handled the
crowd in a picnie lunch, though
ft had prepared for a mere 6.000.
'wo hundred chosen instituie
guests were entertained at a din-
ner in the Administration Build-
ing cafeteria in the evening,

S_peakm:s were unanimous in
their praise of the contribution
of the W.I. to peace and to the
welfare of Ontario. They saw
@:he organization and others of
its kind paving the way to uni-
versal understanding ang happi-
ness. They called upon it to sive
leaciership. i

- YAU & time when this connire
s going to grow faster than ever
E._Jefm.l'e —- and il. is -— the need
for mproved standards and the
need for happiness in rural areas
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first leaders of the W.I., and
made a plea for greater respect
and understanding among the
women who will continue the
work in a “worthwhile future.”

Mayor Gordon I, Rife, wel-
coming the women #o Guelph,
rated the W.I. as “the greatest
women’s organization in the
world.” He credited ijts success
to its support of the democratic
way of life,

W. R. Reek, new president of
O.A.C., considered the influence
of the W.I. “immeasurable.” Tls
unselfishness and its ability to
stand upon its own feet, made it
an effective weapon for peace.
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“The character of the women
who make up the Women's In-
stitute is such that the cause
of religion can never be far fron
the Institute’s program. I ex-
press the gratitude of all who arve
interested in church work for ils
mfluence on moral life,” said
llem.nre!Int G. Gilmour of MeMsx-
ter Umver.sity. representing Lhe
Dominion Couneil of Churches.
He spoke of the stand for mora’
corrvectness, loyalty to high prin-
ciples, and the contribution to
the banishment of fear in heallh
programs.

Miss Anna P. Lewis, direcior
0t the Women’s Institute Branch
and Home Iconomics Service
saw the W, I, as a force for
democratic citizenship. She point-
ed out that this wyear of cele-
111':‘:’Itfﬂﬁ. also marks the 5ith vear
o service to women of the De-
partment of Agriculture,

Mrs., Cameron Dow, pust presi-
denl. of the F.W.I.C. asked ihe
women te understand the forms
of government and lo be a “thorn
in the frlesh,” to rvepresentatives
n government in . improve social
¢onditions, sShe mentioned dail
conditions in particular. '
Mrs. A, X, Walker, past Pro-
vincial and Dominion president
represented the Stonev Creek in-
stitute, mother of gll others
throughout the world, She re-
commended that each braneh
adopt one overseas institute us
a friend.

Mrvs, Laura Rose Slephen, firs
sovernment lecturer appointed
by the Departnent of Agricy)-
ture, now aged 81, reminisced
humovrously, asking for tolerance
1 outlook, and in acceptance of
mnovations. She sucgested th e
wouren make their minde m:q-'-q—‘
ters of their bhodies. o

Advertisements of farm life g«
& way of life in face of ﬂ‘mu'r'if] "
industeialism  way H,{hrnggte,} 1,,'.:
Mrs. ¥. 3. Miller of Hamiltor,
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“No country c¢an ralse Itﬁfé!t
smuch above the level of happi-
ness we can establish in,agricul-
tural areas. The prosperity of
the country is proportionate to
the prosperity of its farm
people,” he said. _

He commented that in few
places in the world today could
such a mass gathering be at-
tempted with food and transpor-
tation rationing so rigidly con-
“We are a very fortun-
ate people,” said the premier.

He commended the influence
of the mstitutes in laying fine
foundations for Canada, ‘anﬁ in
making rural life at@:ractwe.

“No organization means as
‘much to the character and wel-
fare of this province as the Wom-
en’s Institute,” Col. Kennedy
stated. “INothing we can say call
repay you. We have a wairni spot
in our heart for the work you
are doing. We can only sajy
“Thank you.’ o

“Phis is a sight anyone sitting
on this platform today will nev.r
forget.” ‘The sight, he said, sur-
passed the wildest dreamslnf 50
vears ago, and portended the
qgumd to be done in the next 50
vears, lilkewise heyend the scope
of dreams.

Mrs, Hugh Summers, Fonihill,
president of the FW.LO., vre-
qided over the gathering. She ex-
pressed pride in the _“_1}'115{111;};
<tream of institutes,” and in “an
organization which so niany
svomen found worthy of support.”
Qhe commniended the contribution
to the betterment of home and
community life, and the influ-
ence on national and internation-
al life. She asked for humility in
{the face of the wisdom o
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past president of Tne ..
Counicil of Women, Miss Mary
A. Clarke, inspector of home ec-
onomics of the Department ol
Fducation, and Mrs. Guy Skin-
ner of Michigan, the former Bess
McDermand, represented the
earlier superintendents of the
W. I. Mrs. G. Conant, Ontario
Commissioner of the Girl
Guides, brought greetings from
that, organization.

Lady Londsley Taylor spoke on
behalf of the National Federa-
tion of Women's Institutes of
Wngland ‘and Wales, and Miss
Amy Kane, represented the W. L
of New Zealand. Mirs, W. G.
Fenton of Michigan brought con-
gratulations from a  similar
American organization.

Representatives ifrom the prov-
inces were as follows: Mrs. S. I,
Cummow, British Columbia; Nlrs.
. . Morton, Alberta; Mrs., IRob-
ort Palmer, Manitoha; Ms. W,
. Smallman, Quebec; Mrrs. Klton
Smith. Nova Scotia; Mrg., Julian
Herring, Prince Edward Islang,
Mrs, J. H. MeCulloch, Brampton,
secretary read messages Ironi
Saglkatchewan and New Bruns-
wick, and from the Associated
Counfrywomen of the World.

The pageant was under fthe
direction of Brownlow Card of
Toronto, with script by Pairicia
Card. DBorace Lapp’s orchestra
provided the musiec. o

Mrs., Dow displaved a  silver
cup won by the Isley-Zion In-
stitute, Ontario, in the Dominion
egsay competition. Similar cups
were won by New Brunswiclk and
Nova Scotia for village histories
and a handbag respectlively. They
are given by Lady Tweedsmuir.

Thirteen charter members of
the Stoney Creek Institute were
given an ovation.

At the dinner, chaired by Muyrs,
Summers, and arranged by Mrs.
G. Gordon Maynard, secretary
of the committee and a member
of the board, toast to the . W,
I O, and the F. W, 1. C, was
proposed by Mrs. Reek and an-
swered hy Mrs., HE. A, Duke,
past provincial president. Mrs. H.
R. McCrie, a past board member,

proposed the toast to the De-

partment of Agriculture, 1'e i~
ponded to by Depnty Minister

C. D. Gralham.

Mrs, I.. Macllwen, board mems-
ber, toasted distinguished guests.
The reply was made by Mrs. L.
Millen, provineial president of

52,500 Shices
Feed Multitude

Fifty-two thousand, five hun-
dred one-slice sandwiches, by
count, plus an unknown number
of smaller 1ancy sandwiches,
were prepared by Macdonald Tn-
gtitute yesterday to feed the 11,
000. .

Paper bags containing five
sandwiches, wax-paper wrapped,
were handed out along with ice
cream cups and coffee to 10,500
Women's Institute members on
the O.A.C. grounds at tea time.
This number does mnot include
parties of early eaters, and a
few score who Thad tea wilh
Lieut,-Gov. and Mrs. Ray Law-
son (the fancy sandwiches.)
Nor does it inciude the non-
caters, those who lacked the
courage to queue, All  were
celebrating lhe 350th anniversary
of the Federated Women's In-
stitures of Ontarie.




