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A CENTURY'S SERVICE
interrupted for the Birr
“business as usual’ when
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July 1 to Capt., Jack Legg, veferan of six yedrs in the service,

four of Lthem

FTER operaling his store at

Birr for more than 37 vears

of its century's service to that

community, Ktheld Harris is to

hand over the reins to Capt. Jack
l.egg on July 1.

Capt. l.egg, a veleran of six
vears' serviee, four of them over-
scas, will talke over the complete
business with the exception of
the chopping mill,

Mr. Harris reminisces freely
about his years al the slore and
the joys and sorrows, laughs and
Lears, and just plain living which
have been tied up about those few
buildings could make an excellent
setting for a John Buchan novel.
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The corner building
group, situated on No. 4 highway
at. Lhe intersection of the 13th
concession of London Township.
was once a holel. The original
“Birr Hotel” property was de-
stroyed hy fire more than a cen-
tury ago and' the present struc-
ture” was erected some 50 years

Ago.
Bacl in the days when the
men did the family's drinking,

and liquor was a matter of both
quality and quantity, the “liquor
cellar” of the store was well
stoclied and the hotel's bar was
highly regarded. Still on view
is the.“liquor cellar door” where
inehriates were ‘“‘rolled oul,” long
hefore Mr. Harris' Lenure of
office, as owner of Lhe building.

The modern dwelling adjoining
Lhe main part of the store re-

placed the outmoded “liquor
cellar,” which was torn down. °
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Mr. Harris' immediate prede-
cessor was George Porter, whao
had operated the store for some
three years, and records indicate
that the property had previously
rhanged hands often,

Years ago, when Mr. Harris
rntered the business field, he
drove to London once a week
to make his purchases and dray
his heavy merchandise with a
team of horses. As time and
transportation evolved the gen-
eral merchant progressed from
teame and lorries, to the use of
present-day gasoline-motivated
trucks, _

Mr. Harris reealls with a
chnuckle his firsl car- -a one-cyl-
inder 1910 Brush car, which is
lonz since extinct tand {orgotlen
hoth by modern manufacturers
and dArivers), with ils wooden
axels, carbide lights, and chain-
drive apparatus, _ _

“Yes' he laughed, “it wonld
da a nice 25 mile® an houp on

of the
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spent overseas.

the level, but a good horse could

! pass it climbing a hill!"
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In “the horse and buggy days,”
it was not uncommon for the
storelieeper Lo sell 50 or 60 bug-
gies a year, and about the same
number of light harness sets.

He gaw hand-style metal pumps

replace the older style wooden
pumps, and vrecalls the vyear
when 100 of the “new-fangled

pumps,” were put into operation
in the small community,

Less than a week ago George
Smihert had repaired a pump
which Mr, Harris had sold him
more than 30 years ago.

During his first year Mr. Harris
ran what was termed in those
days "a general store,” but he de-
cided to branch out. He took on

the implement husiness,
L an »

He purchased the Lumsden
property, which at one time held
a shoe factorv and repair shop,
and a locksmith plant operated
by a Mr. Lumsden. Some vears
later he purchased Lhe Birr Hotel
properily operated by people call-
ed Birr. In spite of a desire on
the part of some to suggest that
Lhe family gave the community
its name, this is denied Wby
others who maintain it is named
for a village in Ireland,

The hotel was converted infto
a community hall and was Kknown
as  “Birr Winter Gardens.” Tt
is now used as 3 Storage degﬁl-:

and apartmenls. The hotel baprn
was renovated into a chopping
and rolling mill, but wag de-

stroyed by fire a year latep
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In ounly five weeks Lhe mi wa
rebuilt and in operation agair{‘
Five years later additiong] ele-
valor space was constructed To~
day the mill is Diesel operateq

has modern machinery and
cleaners, and a 20-ton scale
withoult weights,

Mr. Harris also entered the
lnmber and  huilders’ gyppliac

business, with more thay ﬁ[lgpfl o
of covered lumber shed yqqp "
In 1938 he added 18,

_ : ‘ a cogl-

ling ﬂldE]H'IE lo his F:t‘lii;jeal-]pi}-m-]d-_

establishment, and 3150 pl‘nﬁrﬁg%
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the community wit]

= PNy 1a convenjent
planing mill to comhine I;;-;EHIEHL
tl.llt'}"'t'.llf] husiness and huﬁlﬁ:en_-
with ultra modery EfiLIi tings
and methods. itipment

To safeguard 13 -
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investment Mr. I"la,rri,g“b'?,gu}‘—ml
fire protection with 4 35130-{} Flﬁ.led
lon reservoir, a 500-foot 1‘0 gal-
stcel pipe and hgge i}”lne of
equipment 1s aGequate. o P]lgli}r!lng
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