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In the garden at Bhrr Schovol children listen interestedly as Mrs.
I'. C. Hewitt of Hderton ftells them something of the schools in
Auvstralia where she lived for nine years, Mrs. Hewitt is the

former Margaret Marshall of this cily and was a {teacher before |

her marriage. In the above piclure are seen, from left to right,

Raymond Corsault, S.S, 5; Mrs. Hewitt; Mary O’'Neil, §.S. 3

and 4; Belty Duncan, S.S. 5 and Margaret Rawlings, S.S. 5. h

The Australian School

BY MARGARET MARSHALL HEWITT

(Mrz. Hewitt, wife of T. C.

Hewitt, is a former IL.ondoner,

She taught in Northern Ontario, and, following her marriage went

with her husband to Australia.

winter.)
% *

It is a universal complaint that

Because other professions are more lucrative and less restricted,
able men and women, who might etherwise enter the teaching pro-

fession, are not attracted to it.

Australia i8 no exception. And
teachers in state schools in Aus-
traliaz have anotLer disadvan-
tage to face which does not exist
here in Canada, for the teacher
is sent where the Department
of HEducation, on the advice of
the inspector, thinks  suitable,
It is probable this practice was
begun to ensure that teachers
would have employment and that
all schools, even those in jsgo=
lated and unattractive districta,
would be provided for.

They returned to Canada last

& .
teachers are underpaid.

~ In one state at least a bond is
posted by the parents as a sure-
ty that the trainee will remain
with the Department of Educa-
tion for at least two years. This
is another attempt to regulate
employment, and to prevent ex-
pense of training people who
will not cnlltinue.with the work,

* *

It seems that our Canadian
method of appointing teachers
18 preferable, Here, each local
Board of Education takes a per-
sonal interest in the selection of
applicants, and the teacher
should be able to fee] ghe has

the support of that body, Every

A8 one Australian

errort is no j:ﬁUHt made on/the
part of the™ respective depart-
ments of education to place a
teacher where she will be suit-
able and happy, but it does not
always work out that way. Ca-
nadian teachers are not one hun-
dred per cent content, either, but
an unfavorable situation is more
easily borne when it has been a
matter of choice and not com-
pulsion. ' .
5 = L

The enrolment at  private
Schools is proportionately great-
er in Australia than here. There
is a rea] effort on the part of al-
most all parents, who can rea-
sonably afford to do so, to send
their children away to school,
following the English tradition
in this respect., There is wide
range of educational: standards,
in the wvarious private schools.
. educational
authority says: “There exist to-
day far too many private schools
which do not provide adequate
education in any sense and ex-
ist precariously on the basis of
snobbery for the benefit of those
who do not wish to send their
children to:-a state school and
cannot afford to pay the fees

of a recognized private .
At the opposite end of th:E;clcl.le
come the great church gschools
which I.na,ve played so illustrious
a part In the educationa] history
of  Australia.” Some of these
schools are remarkably fine
and acomplish the aim mﬂsé
degired by true educators the
combination of a desire to fyr-
ther knowledge, preparation for
earning a living, an incregsed
interest in' cultural pbursuits, and

a wish to serve the co i
_ 3 T Lommunity.

School uniforms are generally
worn by pupils in both state gng
private schools in Australia.
There is a democraite atmos-
phere within a group all dressed
ah_ke, and uniform emphasizes
pride in the tradition of the
school, just as our school colors
mean much to students. Twenty-
odd years ago there was g sug-
gestion made by a then mem-
ber of the high school board in
this city to have the children
wear uniforms, It created much
discussion at that time, and the
chief argument against the idea
was the practical one that made-
over clothing handed down by

the older members could not he

FATHER and his two sons
were among the group of
seven London and district resi-
dents receiving their Canadian
citizenship at naturalization
ceremonies here yesterday,
Alfons _DeBlock, of Denfield,
took his place before Judge Ian
MacRae at the Middlesex County
courthouse to accept with sons
Frank and Albert, the .certifi-
cates admitting them to full
rights as Canadian citizens,
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| Father, Two Sons Given
% itizenship Papers Here




