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Vet reluctantly shares WWII adventure as aircraft mechanic

Troy Patterson and I didn’ feel right that 1 got to stay with the bunks as high as the ceiling, % . 7 [ Keith Armstrong, 89, of Ripley, was
KincardineNews behind,’ Smdm“%ﬁ he said. . dand Arm. & WP & W an airframe mechanic in the Royal
= Keith Armstrong of Ripley didn’t  So without letting his employer ~ He landed in Eng(lhaéln &n R o ~ & N Canadian Air Force (RCAF) from
think anyone wanted to hear hisstory  know, he signed up for service ata  strong said since they didntknowwnat = 1942-1946. Armstrong worked on

= dWorldWar. Hamilton recruitment office on Nov.
mﬁfﬁm ;l'umenwhn flewtheHal- 22,1942 at the age of 19. The recruit-
= ifaxandliberatorbombersherepaired  ersi picked up on his trade

to do with them, they were senttodif- |
ferent stations around the country. He |
received commando and unarmed

Halifax and Liberator aircraft in
Canada and Great Britain. Below:
Leading Air Craftsman (LAC) Keith

* ic which disappointed him initially ~ combat training and said hed never = Armaieny was 19° . thiSTARES
ol gghﬁamegﬂggfﬁa?ﬁ; S}iiﬂms,whathe eer?s[;ﬂnedhiswarﬁme bmnsoﬁtmhis%i- L e Xakontin gBrantfurd In 1942F(TRUV
A atter oFlif and deatih Amstrong - TS, 1 could run five miles no problem PATTERSON/KINCARDINE NEWS)
- Wﬂmm during a con- “Jwanted tobe a pilot, but theysaid ~ and I feltlike 1 could pull trees out of ¥
versationwith The KincardineNewslast  theyneeded airframe mechanics,andl  the ground,” he said. | AR
= weekleading up to the Nov. 11 Remem- don't thinkIwas smart enough tobe a His time in Britain also saw him & ﬁ»’ér}f_? o
—  brance Day ceremonies in Kincardine  pilot anyways, he said. deal with a bout of pneumonia, R L,
~ | andHuron-Kinloss. His training saw him travel to  which spurred a humourous, but o 1 % % ‘i
= Ammstrongsstoryis one far removed Guelph, Galt, Toronto, St. Thomas and dlsturbmgnnmurathls air base that B . -f
' fom the combat roles of the Second  Brantford where he built up his skills  caused him a detour when he was i sl g
—  WordWar butisinsteadalookatavital  overtwoyearsin maintenancerolesat  well enough to refum. 5
~ supportroleforthe Royal CanadianAir  airfields ingused to trainRAE pilots ~ “There was a rumour that I had ¥ )
—  Force (RCAF) and Royal Air Force (RAF) and crew members. ~died, sowhen I o_tback my stuff
“ | whose bombardment of Axis-occu-  “Ihad one instructor tell me ‘Forget  was goneand my bike was the only
== pied Burope hasbeen recorded as vital everything you learned in school, we  thingleftbecause itwas chmnedte
‘to the Allied victory in 1945. ~ dothings ourwayhere,” he said. a post... oh and my t_:hn¥laun :
- But Armstrone maintained thathe  Armmstrongsaid hesaw plane crashes ~ Armstrong said. “I didn't know the .

station very well, so I went to look who’s

and miracles, where in one case an
for sgmeonewho knewwheremystufl a1t jt was that caused the

' didn'td ch, but by the end of the
— atio: i aircraft made a “hard landing” and

conversation he'd revealed how his

- ——_— = .

adventure had taken him around the  bounced 50-feet into the air, but was ~ was. injury:
— | world, united him with a distant rela-  still okay to fly. He recalled how an air- He found an officer who allowed “And I said I'm not saying any-
__ | tive, allowed him to meet newfriends, craft crashed near Amowin afield, in  him to explain his “sad story andagu thing” he laughed.
" learn new skills, experience tragedy ~ acasewhere one of the “best test pilots  offered him up a space until he got Armstrong also experienced
— first-hand and have some odd stories  around” was able to getitbackintothe  problem sorted out. While searching,  ¢ome moments of tension in Britain.
~ totell decades later. air afterbouncingitoverafencebefore  he also bumpedinto adistantrelative, 1 one case they were forced into an
Leading Air Craftsman ((LAC) Amn-  takeoff. : Jack Armstrong of Nanton, Alberta,  r rajd shelter over threats of a Ger- .

-~ strong, now 89, lefi high school eatly to “There were some minor crashes  which Armstrong said was an odd  ap attack. In another case a Ger- '

- workin Hamilton as a teen, aftergrow-  and bad ones where some made coincidence. . man aircraft made a flyby near a post _ Hud-
ing up in Bervie, where his parents somebad mistakes,” he sai For a time he was stationed at RAF  ffice where an Allied machinegun son crew asked them if they wanteg
owned the General Store. He eammed ~ One accident that came to mind  base Linton-on-Ouse with the Thun-  pe5t ahgve the building opened fire. to fly down low to check out some ice-
hiswelding and sheet metal ticketand ~ claimed thelife ofhis childhood friend, ~ derbird Squadron 426 #6 Bomber  “Near the end of the war, therewas  bergs.

- secured ajob building nacellesfor Avro  MacAlexander of Bervie, whoheheard ~ Command, where he switched from 0 day when the sky was just black “The tanks went dry and the motors
Anson twin-engine multi-role planes had died out westin amidair collision maintenance to flight maintenance  yyith sircraftheading overto Germany,” ~ started to stutter,” he said. _

- atWhite Canadian Aircraft. Armstrong  after the two aircraft were circlingand ~ and preparation. When asked what e said. “We saw them all the time, but Armstrong said the crewman quickly
said his job and skills allowed himto  observing the scene of another crash  condition the aircraft returned in, he  that one dayitwasreallysomething”  pulled open the door, dropped down
bypass service for a time, but deep  minutes earlier. - said many Halifaxbombers cameback  Afierthe warinlate 1945, asashowof — on his knees and opened the reserve
down he wanted to enlist. His chance to serve overseas came  “shot ug and full of holes,” and itwas  «;pnreciation” to ground crews across ~ fuel tank valves that were carried on

“All my buddies were in the services ~ after he heard there was a pn_sting their job to repair “everything but thé  Britain he was one of the few from his ~ board before the plane stalled.
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looking for volunteers for

AR they needed 20, he said. “Twas

1 luglz;rto get overseas I figured. My
- wife didn'tknow that at the time

motors and electronics.

was a very poor driver on his bicycle
after the pub. One night, his friend pro-
ceeded to ride in a circle, before slam-
ming into Armstrong’s front wheel,
bendingitintoa‘'C’

squadron selected to join a transport

ing the flight the pilot gave him a blast
while he was pacing back and forth in
the plane, as his weight was throwing
off the autopilot, he laughed.

“I really did get to see a lot of the

“It happened so fast, it wasn't until

= s | maintenanceandflightmechan-  “It was interesting, but you did  pjrerafi on a repatriation tripwith 25~ we landed that we realized there was
B e S WERMEE icsin Britain. get most of your excitement at night  gq)diers from Tempsford, Englandto ~ a chance we wouldn't have made it
E et = =8 "OncelheardIdropped eve- whenyouwenttothepub,” Armstrong  Karachi Inda (now Pakistan), withstops ~ back,” he said. ‘
5 Y ¥ ... T rything, my tools were left out, laughed. in Tripoli, Libya (one day), Cairo, Egypt A member of the Kincardine
e &t andranlikethedevilandwound ~ Herecalled a tale of one friend who  (three days) and Iraq. At one point dur- Legion Branch 183, Armstrong says
LT et LS up the second last man on it...

he remembers his friends who served
each Nov. 11 and has taken his turn lay-
ing the wreath for the branch during
the Remembrance Day ceremonies
over the years.

-~ In1944 he boarded the troop- “I'had to bend it back into shape v5id” he said. He was disheartened to see many
- ship Isle de France, with acrew  withmykneeand ended up spraining  ~ Aymstrong spentNewYearsEve1945  people, at times, repulsed by military
- 0f 1,000 and 10,000 passengers  my ankleridingiton thewayback,"he 511 4 few more days in India, before ~ service during his years at Stelco Steel
- to cross the Atlantic on whatwas  said. heading back to England via Palestine.  from 1959-1986, but he still has faith
. known as the third largesttroop-  Thatsame night theywoundupat  pe flewback to Canadain May 1946 youngpeople would again heed the call
- shipat the time, Armstrongsaid.  another “bigparty” at the First Aidhut o, 5 1 ockheed Hudson via Scotland  of the nation if needed forits defence.
| e HSI?:I vicemens b]tlhnﬁstt‘rem stadcedf upon their rhe]iln”ni)“’her g thE mfldlhacﬁ and Iceland. Armstrong said his clos- ~ “Thaveto think llf Wu}f’é' oke out agd

¥ .~ like crates, with little room for  officer gave him a broomstick an i trip home Wwewereinit, ewould step up,” he

¢ -mﬂﬂg *Sll:liilles; f:ru a photo with his comfort. him flip it upside down as a makeshift mlf fcﬁgn%”;ﬁg(;ﬂ;e B%m [ab- said. s

¥ leave) ol;tsngs; e hf;'“ rlough (temporary  “Itwas so cramped, whenyou crutch. The next day on “sick parade’to  dor

B before hea;in Pamﬂt'?n storeinBervie went to bed at night you had  explainwhyhewasunabletowork his  \ hen the

‘A g overseas in 1944, aboutafootofspace aroundyou commanding officer wanted to know I..g___-—r



