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Stoney Creek

— e R —

men’s Institutes
50th Anniversary

Was Scene

Of First Such Gathering

Movement W hich Began In District Village

Has Spread To Corners of Empire — Bond
Unites Country Women, Betters Farm Homes

. brought about a keen interest in lo-

‘and medicine), floriculture and hor=-
ticulture, music and art, literature,
education, sociology and legislation.
The reviewer notes with satisfac-
tion that the passage of -years

cal history through the setting up of
study groups.

A reécent prize Jubilee poster en-
titled “We treasure the past and
face the future,” by Betty Ann Ro-

Receive Letters From England

Before the reviewer lie several!
Old ' Country letters. The first is;
from the chairman of the National!
Federation of Women's Institutes,.
the Countess of Albermarle, Lon-!
don. It reads in part; “Dear Fellow
Members—The National Federation
‘of Women's Institutes of England
‘and Wales would like you to accept

To Observe

19 LA -'.

Mrs. Conant Special Speaker

In the historic meeting on Wed-
nesday next, the special speaker at
the Jubilee Dinner will be Mrs.
Gordon Conant, of Toronto, daugh-
ter of the Institfute’s first president
and of the Hon. E, D. Smith of Hel-
derleigh, Winona., Presiding at the
dinner and sessions of the Mother
Institute will be the able and in-

their congratulations on your Ju-
bilee, and wish to join in celebra-
tion. You are pioneers In a move-
ment that has brought happiness
and opportunity to hundreds of
thousands of country-women all
over the world. Canada's gift to the
world of Women’s Institutes has
been one of the many outstanding
contnébutions to the cause of world
fellowship. To-day, our hearts go
out to vou in gratitude for the en-
terprise and vision shown fifty years
ago by the founders of your insti-
tute....

“On this, your jubilee day, you
will be looking not only to the past
with gratitude, but to the future
with hope, in which we would like
to be associated with you so that by
the strengthening of the bonds of
understanding and common endea-
vour, the family of mankind may
once again learn fo live together in
peace and happiness. Yours sincere-
]y, Diana Albermarle, chairman.”

It will be of especial interest to
Spectator readers to recall that a
predecessor in the Albemarle title
was that daughter (Sophia) of Sir
Allan Napier MacNab, who, on Nov-
ember 15, 1855, married at Dundurn
Castle, Hamilton, amid great festiv-
ities, the Viscount Bury (William
Coutts Keppel) later on 7th Earl of
Albemarle, who had come to Canada
as aide to the Governor-General,
Sir Edmund Head. The present Ear]
of Albermarle is Walter Keppel,
ninth in the line, who married Diana
Grove in 1931. He won the Military
Cross in World War II. \

Among the 700 letters of congra-
tulation received by the Mother In-
stitute in anticipation of the cele-
bration of its semi-centennial at
Stoney Creek on the 19th of this
month, is one from I, Nugent Harris,
of Dane Hill, Hayward's Heath, Sus-
sex, who so notably backed Mrs.
Watt in establishing the movement
in Great Britain and whose wife
is president of the Dane Hill Wo-
men’s Institute over there. In his
letter Mr. Harris wishes the Insti-
tute “another fifty years of splen-
did achievement.”

One more communication—this
from Lady Patrick Ashley Cooper,
of Hexton Manor, Hexton, Herts.,
wife of the Governor of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company. It was written
from Government House, Ottawa,
whilst Lady Cooper was guest of
Their Excellencies, , early in Nov-
ember last. One or two extracts:
“Just before leaving England to pay
a visit to Canada, I was at a meet-
ing of the National Federation of
Women's Institutes in London, and
were were told of your forth-com-
ing jubilee celebrations. I had
thought it might be possible to put
in a day or two at Stoney Creek, but
found it was impossible....I am in-
tensely interested in the Women's
Institute Movement—am a mem-
ber of the Hertfordshire Executive
Committee and president of the
village institute of Hexton.. . . Next

I shall hope to meet some of
vou. I dearly love Canada. I have

brought many, many messages to
| you to which I add my own and that

of my Women’s Institute and mem-
hers."” !

gers, of Stoney Creek, confirms the
foregoing activities. |

By CHARLES R. McgULLOUGH
Mention must be made here of

he D.ne thdrEd and thirty-four years ago, devoted plOneer ina first officers of the Mother In-
_ Fencibles” and soldiers of the King turned back the tide of stitute at Stoney Creek: honorary
1Invasion Elt: Stoney Creek and gaye the hamlet a high place president, Mrs. John Hoodless, of
of honour in Canadian history. Fifty years ago, through the, Hamilton; president, Mrs. E. D.

' : Smith, of Winona; secretary, Miss
co-operation of a few far-sighted and purposeful souls, the| maggie Nash; treasurer, Mrs. 3. N.
same community |

gave to humanity what has become, in the: McNeilly. Incidentally, Mr. Lee, Ma- |

fullness of time, the greatest rura] federation for women ini jor Carpenter and Senator Smith

he world, : e .. '|strongly backed the new body, the
the That meeting for orggnization held In SQUIre’s |t named helping materially in

Hall in the village of Stoney Creek on the evening of Febru- |writing the institute’s constitution

ary 19, 1897 reminds the reviewer of lines in one of James |and by-laws.
Russell Lowell's poems: | . Appropriatley, at the first regular
{meeting of the original institute, a
‘| member read a paper on the Proper!
Feeding of Children. A paper on Art!
was provided also. At the second
meeting Dr. Mabel Henderson, of
Hamilton, addressed the members
on The Child, in Health and Disease
—followed by discussion and ques-
tion-asking. At successive gather-
{ings topics such as Sunshine in the
Home, Home-making versus House-
keeping, Sanitation in the Home,
were reviewed. These pioneers were
but blazing the trail along which

defatigable president, Mrs. Angus
B. Jackson, whose fellow officers
of the organization are: Mesdames
J. B. Davis and L. O. Jones, honor-
ary presidents; Mesdames Joseph
Piott and Fred Mather, vice-presi-
dents; and Mrs. W. Lyle Nash, sec-
‘retary-itreasurer, .

INSTITUTES BLAN
BIG CELEBRATION

As the central feature of thel
celebration of the H0th Anniver-
sary of Women’s Institutes, the
Federated Women’s Institutes of

Ontario are planning a mammoth
golden jubilee celebration, which
will be held on Wednesday, June|
18, at the Ontario Agricultural Col-
lege, Guelph. Committees have
been working on the plans for
some time, and the plans provide
for an all day program of evenis
linking the past with the future.
In the evening, a colourful and
large scale pageant will be pre-
sented, to depict the origin and
growth of Women'’s Institutes
throughout Ontario, Canada and
the world.

It is expected that this will be
the greatest gathering of Women's |,
Institute officers and members|
ever assembled in one place, as all|
Institute members and their
friends are being invited to attend
and take part in the celebration.|
It is expected that representatives
from the other provinces of Can-
ada as well as from sister organiz-
ations in other countries, will be
present. For those coming from &
distance, a limited amount of over-
night accomodation can he ar-|
ranged, but representatives desir-
ing to secure such accomodation
are specially requested to make
their applications as early as pos-
sible. 1

W.I. Jubilee |

: The golden jubilee of the found-!
ing of the Women’s Institutes in!
Stoney Creek, now become an inter-
national organization in 30 other,
countries under the name Assoc-
iated Countrywomen of the World,
is to be observed on Wednesday,
February 19, with a special pro-
gram in Stoney Creek arranged
by this first Women's Institute, In
addition a special trans-Canada
broadcast over the C.B.C. has been
arranged for the same day from
445 to 5 o'clock, on the Eastern
network, when Miss Jane Weston
will tell of the origin of the In-
stitutes and their expansion. Mrs.
Cameron Dow, F.W.IL.C, president,
will also speak on the future res-
ponsibilities and plans for the In-
stitutes, now having 70,000 mem-|
‘bers in Canada., In Stoney Creek,
a dinner meeting has been arrang-
ed, when Mrs, Gordon D. Conant,
of Toronto, daughter of the late
Mrs, E. D, Smith, of Winona, the
first president of the Institute, will
be speakelr on February 19, A large
general celebration is being plan-
ned for next June in Guelph, when!
every province in Canada, and the
organizations in other countries

will be represented as far as pos-
sible, R |

“0, small beginning, ye are great and strong,
Baat_ad on g faithful heart and weariless brain!

Ye build {ne future fair, ye conquer wrong,
Ye earn the crown, and wegay it not in vain.’ |

Shakespeare himself, in his “Merchant of Venice,” sets|

the same 1dea in these memorahle words:
“How far a little candle throws his beams!
So shines a good deed in a nayghty world.”

Looking Back On Beginnings
And now let us look back to the:
#lighting of the candle” and the
#small beginning’” of Women's Insti-
tutes, turning to Mrs, A. E. Walker
of Hamilton, president of the mo--

_ ther institute—1915-20—and hold-
ing a like post in the Dominion Fed-
eration from 1933 to 1937, for guid-

?

@long the same lines at the Farm- |

ers’ Ipstitute open meeting .to bhe \ 1

; general health and particularly
helq at Stoney Creek in January fol- | chjlq welfare were latgr to make
Jowing. So well did the speaker:

; : their way.
make her points that even the
%&rd-bniled men were convinced.| Were Sincere In Their Work
heouraged by her reception, Adel-1  +\When we consider these pro-
an organization of women similar|efforts put forth by these women to

10 that in:stituted for men by In-|improve themselves that they might
8pector Smith. The chairman recoms- | hetter serve their home and coun-

ance: "It is a strange coincide ", . .
she remﬂrked latel guth b 5 : mendE{,l EEI‘.HlIlga mEEtlng of farm- try—when we ﬂﬂnSidEF their ef-
iriced Jately, “that both the| ers' wives and daughters for the |forts to extend the work to oth
Farmers’ Institute and the W 's (Following week. Thirty-fiv fig - £ il pRtCE
; 1e Women's [following week. Thirty-five then and | centres, that others might benefit
Institute should have their origin in there promised to attend. | therebvy—we cannot but see that

Wentworth County.....Some 13| - Erland Lee Was Only Man |these pioneer leaders were most

yedrs before we had a Women'’s In-| ~ When the protagonist of a Iair'i"i“'i-‘fl‘ﬂ 11;1_ Llleir ?Eﬂﬁ'ﬁ: in li‘i’ing up

stitute there was organized in the deal for feminine farmfolk ap- 'O ‘1€ ODJECLS SEL 10TLA 1M LAC con-

eounty, mainly through the effort peared at Sguire's Hall, Stoney E‘”}mﬂm Their whole ambition and

and influence of Public Sch lﬂins Creck, On the night of February 19,' esire was Lo raise the status of
ic School In-

year

cess Blizabeth on its roll of mem-|

1897 she was preeded by 101 women! home-making, for they were home-
spector Joseph H. 8. Smith, the
on a farm near St. George) drew these pioneer leaders for the won-
er of Saltfleet township....To Mr.
how to care for and raise better The second unit in Women’s In-
yet it was Mr. Lee who made con-
crart and mothercraft. Sensing theip |[LNStitute of Stoney Creek. Kemble,
tory of Ontario’s Women's Institutesl ing “The Women’s Department in meeting of the-original institute,=
ume as well as from such authori- ingful title). At the very next meet- spread, so spread the movement to
Institule) your reviewer offers the itg were founded, the body became mately (1919) a Dominion federa-
of the rural homes of this and other ditions of the home and farmstead, reached 268. By 1941 there were
ontario Agricultural College) at- ed through the missionary zeal of
Nation Limited By Its Homes
John Hoodless of Hamilton on the lage of Wales. In England, Wales,
tion cannot rise above the level of
poys and girls alike was Wrong. the Sandringham Women’'s Insti-
gihle level.” In the early records
home-making, So impressed was Mr,
tation and ventilation), health (phy- |/bers, | [

ang oné man—Erland Lee, who was makers and home-lovers in the
Farmers’ Institute. Mr. Smith hadq| o take the chair, The able and elo- E‘ltf;t Seélft”f the words....What
as right hand man Mr, Erland Lee, guent speaker (who had been born ep debt of gratitude we owe
a clever, broad-minded young farm-| atteption to the fact that if the derful heritage they have bequeath-
! mEn, in thEir inStitUtE. pI‘DﬂtEd -b}" Edntﬂ'UE .lﬂ E::‘Llr Wﬂmen’ﬂ Institute
Lee we are indebted for the Wo-| €onsultation and study, learned crganizatlon,
en’s Institute for, wh . e : i :
m a0 ile we recog Stock, Why couldn’t their. women stitutes was organized in Whitby,
nize * S8 as our founder,| help in the work for betterment of on June 29, 11897-—just.four months
Yo sallie.” farm and home by aiding home- after the rounding of the Mother
¥V rote Historv ) responsibility and opportunity as in the cuum:y 0; GI:EY’ fnl‘.lr::rwed to
I AT oy Of Movement homemakers, the 101 WﬂmEny de: (spexethe third linkin a'chainiohins
Bes e lies the 100-page His-| cigeq to make a beginning by form- stitutes that was destined to girdle
written SIX years ago by the able; T ; : s the world
. _ : ible | Domestic Economy in affiliation o
hand i?f ;?EU?EEWG Miss M. Viola| witp the Farmers' Institute of South| #S time passed and the gospel of
Powell, itby. From the vol- Wentworth” (a cumbrous if mean- co-operation for rural betterment
: Mr's. % .
;:Ierss asRn ;er}raﬁf;' Mrs. Emberley, | ing the name was changed to. the all parts of Canada—and abroad. In
_.Sent DI‘ESid . M_’[‘S, Jack50n1 “anEH’E InStitUtE Uf Sﬂltf]ﬁﬂl,” thlE Cl}untt‘y WEre fDI‘mEd diStriCt
(pre ent of the Mother: ang later, when other women's un- groups, provincial bodies and ulti-
:fﬂillgs“'g}g;tfg‘ﬂb’vﬂf the rise and pro- the “Stoney Creek Women's Insti- tiﬂ_n. During the first wvear of its
gress it ement dedicated to {yte” The broadening-out process existence the movement had a score
the SP and physical welfare took on promotion of improved con- of branches. By 1905 the number
far-off countries, i : : : 1,367
neluding the physical, i Pl
In{ t];; ?uéul;nn of 1896, Trland - At L 'ntellectual, The spread of Women's Insti-
T.ee (W 1ad been a student at the |social and moral well-being of their|tutes to Great Britain, (accomplish-
members.
tended the annual meeting of the Mrs. Alfred W
7 : _ 8. att, M.A,, O.B.E., of
Expg:u?lleei tal : Union in Guelph. _ Collingwood, during the Finst World
There eard the address of Mrs. pProof of this growth may be found|War) began with one in a little vil-
e | in the first minute book of the
need E;_ lnﬁitruﬂtz‘un in sewing and [Stone¥ Creek organization: "A na-|Scotland, and Northern Ireland
dﬂﬂlwilﬂj:; €nce in the schools. The | |1 there are now approximately 6,500
zealou: y avowed that training |its homes, therefore, we women|Women's Institutes! One of them
ovs Ly o must Work and study together to b
:(;:1[1;1 ey A ;r%};t to be educat_ed rajse our homes fo the highest pos-|tute, has as honorary president,
for which the 1at sphere of life : . Mary, the Queen Mother, Queen Eli-
¥ were destined— |loo, great objectives were set: qnm- zabeth as president, and the Prin-
hdtha stic economy, household architec-
Lee DY Ma.ﬂﬁ?ﬂaker‘s viewpoint that ture (embracing, heat, light, sani-
Bald 1o Invite My 1o Lonter made
_ 8. Hoodless to speak Sical culture, calisthenics, hygiene




