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ets are part of a S€
chhBElsél]f}.) The pupppets were created by Barbara

Aiello 1n 1977, and OoVer 700 conjlmumt{hgiﬁsig
group$ 1n 49 states and 14 countries 1;;25 i
promote a very special message: _lhe 1 e
Block teach kids “how toideal with peo;;mals -
handicaps. We will be going {0 other sc 5.
perform,” said Anita Boles, Special Education

in charge of the group.
BDlesg first worked with the puppets when she was

at Queen’s University. “Most of the people who wm.'ﬁ
with the pup; s are adults. In our pmgram‘l wi
cont! 5! ~ to train students to work with the
pup . on to all students to be puppeteers.
Ther . -uditions each year, because each year
we ihe grade eights as they go 1nto grade.
nine,” Boles.

The Kids on the Block 1s set up as a series of skits
with questions being answered from the audience at
the end of each skit. The puppeteers not only have to
know how to handle the puppets, and the lines that
they must say, but they also have to be able to
answer any question about their character’s
disability. “The tricky part is answering open forum
questicns in character. The Kids had to do a great
deal 0  search on the disability that their character
has,” Boles.

The  up will be travelling throughout the county
to tea 1 children in grades 1 to 6 about disabilities.
. The puppets range in age from 9 to 11, and have
~disabilities such as cerebral palsy, learning
disabilities, and blindness. “We hope to perform
thmughﬂu{ all the local schools, both in the separate
school system, which George Vanier is a part of, and
the public schools in the next few months. After that

we hope to go as far as-the schools in Pembroke and
Round Lake,” said Boles.
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