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By Harold A. Wills

Canada is so young a country
that an event of 300 years ago
may be considered as ‘“‘early”
hxstory deserving -  of
recognition for no other reason
than that. However, the frials
and adventures of the hundred
men led by the Chevalier de
Troyes in 1686 were so varied,
S0 marked by hardship and
danger, so- outstandingly
successful, that by themselves
they should b the often-
heard laint that Canadian
history lacks colour, the thrill of
brave exploits, or impact upon
the destiny of nations.

For the young and old of
Cochrane, it is a story which
gains fascmatmn because the
expedition’s canoe route used
one of the great rivers next door
to this town of the future.

- As with many events of that
Erwd there was a mixing of

affairs of state with the
affairs of commerce, of the
politics of France with the
litics of d. In 1670 King
les II of England had
ranted a charter to ‘“‘the
vernor and Company of
‘Adventures of England trading
into Hudson’s Bay.” While the
HBC (now the oldest
department store chain in the
world) had received its royal
‘charter in return for obliga
to continue to search for a
Northwest Passage to the
Orient, its more immediate and
rofitable business was to trade

e products of English
factnnes for the fur of the
industrious beaver, trapped by
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How Cochrane came to make
a distant bow to Canadian hlstory

already had long rience,
hardly-won lmuwleggfge — and
ships. There was a known route
by way of the Saguenay river;
experience had s wn it to be

dangerous, and to have a short

travel season. But there was
another route, by way of the
Ottawa river, and the chain of
rivers and 1akes which linked
with the mighty Abitibi and

Moose Rivers (as they are now
The Ottawa river

known).
section was well known by men
of the Comﬂlad?:m e du Nnrd as
well as the who rumned
the whole vast hinterland. A
couple of French
adventurers had used it

If the English were at all on
the alert they might be
expected to be keeping an eye
on the sea and the Saguenay,
but who would venture to attack
from the south?

~ Denonville had brought with
‘him from France some 350
troupes de la marine, not
e r soldiers, but men well
fi for garrison duty, among

them—a captain with a fine
ierre Chevalier de

reputation,
Troyes, who was named to head
the expedition. Probably some
of those new arrivals were also
chosen, but many of the 30 who
were to be the fi ghting
backbone of the party seem to
have been marines already on

s‘g:tnsSev more were
Cana expert
canocemen, but many were
chosen as well for a knowledge
of trades — such as carpenters
and blacksmiths, men. capable

m’keepmgtbemmand

languages of many of the tribes,
its tough and seasoned
counsellor.

It takes a book to tell the
highlights of the story; only bits
here and there can be
mentioned. In de Troyes’s
journal or campaign notes he
reported leaving Quebec Cit
early March, 1535 for ille
Marie on the Island of
Montreal, where his 100 men
were being gathered, and where
35 canoes (lar Ot%e and small)
were loaded. Other canoes
were added.

The mishaps started early,
with men, oxen and baggage
breaking through the soft ice on
the river. “Much of our time
was spent in rescuing one
another,” de Troyes wrote.
Later they passed the remains
of the old fort, mute reminder of
that memorable event in
history when Adam Dollard and
his companions had fought and
died to save the infant
settlement from the Indians 26
years before. ‘“The trail was
very bad, the river was even
worse,”” it was noted. They
celebrated May Day, but bad
weather, bad ice, bad ‘accidents
were nnly parts of their
problem. De Troyes found
reason to distrust the natives
around Mattawa, and the
Frenchmen slept with weapons
in their hands. With only 1[]0
leagues of E:a
accomplished, the:r
interpreter cut his leg to the
bone with an axe.

On May 30th a more terrible
disaster almost wrote “‘finis’’ to
the venture. “At the Ilast
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Iwinds of flame swept the
length of the portage, making it

difficult for me to describe how
we protected ourselves. It is
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had it a fire which got out of
confrol. It burned into the
woods with great fierceness,
pushed along by a very strong
wind. The flames did not spread
ouf, but burned a narrow, fiery
path along the shore of the lake
which we had just passed. The
fire caught up with us at a 1500-
foot portage. We were in great
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their underwear. They were
classified as friots or
traitors, as eroes or
renegades, as the
circumstances and viewpoints
of the moment demanded. The
French Sun King (Louis XIV)

fwemnent sound vaguely

Most of the hundred men
under de Troyes’s command
are anonymous fi s, but
some names in addition to that
of the commander are on the
record, and were to leave their
mark on the history of their

danger because of the confusion
in our ranks. Some men were
loading canoes at the top of the
portage, others wre packing
gear over it, while some were
returning to the bottom of the
portage for fresh loads. There
were S0 many comings and
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has been called “the must
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Maricourt, then 22, acted as
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