By Cathy Campbell

Citizen staff writer

PEMBROKE — Renfrew county resi-
dents fear the separate school board's plan
to share schools in communities where
there is one high school will split this
county along religious lines.

The fear echoes in the sprawling Mada-
waska Valley District High School. which is
more than a school to the community of
Barry’s Bay. It's a meeting place, the only
la}rge one in town besides the town hall, le-
gion and church hall.

But because of full provincial funding for
Catholic high schools, families discuss the
high school’s future with voices filled with
concern.

In communities where there is only one
high school, the separate school board plans
to share the high school with the public
board, creating a Catholic high school with-
In the existing school.

“Nobody wants the school split in half,”
says Shirley Cybulskie, 15, of Wilno. “We're
going to lose a lot of our friends.”

Her friend Bonnie Coulas, 17, agrees.

“My parents don’t like it,” says the Kil-
laloe girl, who attended a Catholic elemen-
tary school.

“Religious lines are now blurred,” says a
Catholic teacher at the high school. “This
(school funding) seems to be pulling us
apart.”

Sean Conway says he’s been in his Ren-
frew North riding almost every weekend
since he was appointed education minister,

and while he recognizes that there is “some
concern,” he doesn’t sense a feeling of fear
among local residents,

“I should make very clear that one of the
fundamental principles of Bill 30 (the sepa-
rate schools bill) is that we are going to al-
low extension only in those areas where
public education will not be jeopardized,”
he says.

Barry’s Bay principal Geoff Post says
having two schools in one building is “not
merely a question of who's in charge. There
are so many technical problems.”

This fall, the provincial government ex-
tended public money to Grade 11 in Catho-
lic schools. Until now, separate schools have
been funded only to the end of Grade 10.

It plans to extend financing to the end of
high school if the provincial Court of Ap-
peal rules that full funding is constitutional.

This fall, the Renfrew Catholic board be-
gan offering Grade 11 in its two high

schools and next year it plans to proceed
with Grade 12.

But a few years hence, once full funding
1s in place, the separate system is looking
at sharing high schools in communities such
as Deep River, Barry’s Bay, Eganville, Ren-
frew and Arnprior, says Frank Turner, di-
rector of education for the separate board.

Religious split feared
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The public board has seven high schools
In the county.

“Our plans are very tentative beyond
next year. But the idea of sharing is to af-
ford Catholic ratepayers, where it is possi-
ble, a Catholic secondary school within a
school that has students from both
systems.”

Although the board hasn’t developed a
model of how the sharing would work, it
could mean existing schools would have two

administrations and two sets of teachers for
Some courses. h

“It’s going to be a challenge to be able to
establish within one building the kind of at-
mosphere we want for our students.”

The county board already has declining
enrolment. Besides the natural decline, it
lost 45 students and three teachers to the
- Separate system this fall because of full
funding of Grade 11.

There are 5,370 students in the board’s

secondary schools and 6,311 students in the

Hinsperger chairs public board
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community,’” Says Barbara H::Insgltiﬂn.
~hairman of the public bgard 'Gf educ craae
The board has said it will not e
school sharing until after the constitu o ::
ity of Bill 30 — separate schools legis

— is determined in the courts. _
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The mood in communities throughout o)
county “is one of absolute unrest and fEaa;lt
she says. “Most of the people I Ealk to want,
things to stay the way they are.
They can remember the tension
to exist in the area. =
“I can remember the absolute mg}petl- i
tion and the meanness that went_ on, saysi
the chairman, who lives in Eganville. i;
“Our rotary clubs, our legions, church at- :
fairs, all have to be supported by everyone:
in a small community to make them viable. |

The county extends about 200 kilﬂmﬁtrgs -
from Arnprior to beyond Deux Rivieres:
along the Ottawa River and about 120 Kilo- |
metres north to south from Pembroke. to |
the border of Hastings county. |

Towns such as Eganville and Pembr{)ke-
have large German and Irish communities,

that used

‘school board officials say. The population is :

roughly split down the middle between
Protestants and Catholics. :

The town of Deep River, where Macken-
zie High School is located, is a government |
town with a cross-section of well-educated |
public servants who come from across th
country. ]

Arnprior. and Renfrew also are fairly !/
evenly split between Catholics and Protes- :
tants. ;

Turner says the board will not propose a !
block transfer of students from the public !
to Catholic system. If schools are to be |
shared, students will be phased into the sep- |
arate program at the rate of a grade a:
year.

“We don’t propose any change for stu-
dents now in high school.” |

“It’s incumbent on us to create a schaol |
that® will be effective. “We’re not going to
do anything or present ourselves in a way .
in which we would be perceived as trying to
impose our philosophy or objectives on any
students. We're not out to do any mission-
ary work in the community.”

Turner says sharing will likely start in
the Eganville area at Opeongo High School |
where interest has been high e

“Sharing may happen only in one instance
or a couple of instances or maybe not at,
all,i’ says Joey Trimm, separate board:
chairman.

“There may be some cominunities that'

won’t want shared schools at all.” he
“We have to face that fact. : ke

Education minister escapes funding fallout at home

Education Minister Sean Conway’s gov-
ernment car winds its way through the
streets of Pembroke to a Herbert Street
bungalow near Kinsmen Park.

It’s here every weekend that the 34-year-
old MPP for Renfrew North unwinds after
a week as one of the major decision-makers
at Queen’s Park. Here, he moves into a hec-
tic schedule of politics, but of a local na-

ture. _ _
Here, Mr. Minister becomes just plain

Sean. |
EAlthuugh the public school board chair-

man charges full funding to se_parate
schools is “causing unrest and fear” in Ren-
frew County, people aren’t blaming “Sean.”

Even public trustee Stewart Mark, who
said Catholic school funding would be the
“gang rape” of the County’s public school
system, says the fault lies with the Conser-
vatives for introducing the plan.

As a past-president of the 1ut:;alipunserva—
tive association, Mark says he’s “more an-
noyed at the Conservatives over the issue
than I am with the Lib_erals. At least the
Liberals have been consistent in their posi-
tm]!l);espite the unrest over the issue, ‘Mark
says Conway has a political cushion In the
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county and likely won’t be affected person-
ally because he’s the minister who’s imple-
menting full-funding legislation.

“He (Conway) is a very capable politi-
cian,” says Mark. -

“He’s very well-spoken, very personable.
Geez, he’s a great guy to spend some time

‘ Geez, he's a great guy to
spend some time with. If things
are dull, he’ll keep you
entertained if nothing else. ,

— Tory opponent
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with. If things are dull, he’ll keep you enter-
tained if nothing else.

Ask Barbara Hinsperger, chairman of the
public school board, however, and she says
Conway’s political future may well depend
on what happens in schools. .

Hinsperger is especially concerned about
the future of single-school communities in

.the riding — communities where the sepa-
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