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distory Woodville Qpen Air Rinks
hecorded For The Past Sixty Years

The nonvenor of historical te-
search, of Woodville W. ¥, recently
delved into the history = of
the vink at Woodville and I}‘resented;
all Mformative sketch to the ﬂf}h'fr
€l members of the W. I.

History of open-air rinks in
Woodville goes back 60 vears. At
that time. g rink was operated by
the Bottom Brothers on a creek on
Den Mclean's farm on the fourth
concession, A shed wag pravided
for the use of patrons as a dressing
room, One of the Bottom birothers
ltved, at one time where John Mo-
Therson now lives.

Following this, a rink appeared
on the Preshyterian Church grounds
A short time later, anodher rink
was built behind the old town hall
aiid jail, on the north side of Nap-
dale Streef. These three rinks were
all open-air rinks and some of
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TR v (pd 1 . : - In 1947 the Memorial Commitiee

Woodvilie's older skaters rememiber ;

ihern vet, Tt is stated that in those decided to build a new arena as a

memorial to the men who had lost

Pheir Wues avereeag Ap Nt e
T, Work was herun and men and
hove numbering 274, seon fore ihe
old mink down and set to work
building the new arena. From May
12th, 1948, to Mebruary 18th, 1943,
there were 9454 hours of labour
donated Iree by the townsfolk to
the project. The rink was opened
on February 10th, 1948, The dedica-
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days, one of fhe {feafures of the

winter would he an iee carnival
which attracted a great deal of at-,
LENI0TL. |

The first closed-in rink appeared
in the Agricultural Hall ab the fair
FIOUTIds, At the Woodyville {zil
fair, the bhuilding was used jor the
exhibition of vegetables, ete, and)
in the winter, it was flooded a.ru:i!
people of the villape used to skatle
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sround the covered rtink with the tion of the War Memfrial I;Iaflfe %‘?:’Ha;-ia;ﬂ.ﬁ Pﬂﬂ? eanr Shift? |
four posts in the centre of the ice. fook place on June 25th, of this t Dcﬂ' pedal operated the carriage return on 1873
The music' for the skating was sup- yem_*. . _ ~ }’pewut?r. _ -
nlied by the Woodgilie Citizen's Since-the decision to erecl a rink, R ——
and in those days, The band had T;.f-‘ii‘:,’.:‘j fl‘&”"”b".;:?:“ﬂ‘ :'u,“fs'ﬁg 2 ;;;:;Iw_gq;;?;*;_gf -
w stand that was built in the cenire W‘hﬂ?ﬁ‘ To™ihifce the project. The
of the rink between two o .he total cost of the rink was $26,764.09.
posts. Oldtimers recall that one of A general canvas of the commun-.
the favourite skating tunes wag the ity; music recitals, superfluity sales,ﬁ
waltz “Over the Waves.” Each win- hox socials and parties were some'
ter. the hail was rented to some lo- of the means used to ralse the
col individual who operated — the money,
Hnk on his own initiative. One ol Al present the executive of the
in the first men in Woodville o un- War Memorial Committee includes:
dertalke the operabion of the rtink president, C, S. Stoddart; vice-pres-
was John Kirkland. ident, E. Thorpe: Secretary, A, H.
The rink in the fair grounds was  Bell; treasurer, . €. 7T. Emith,
enlarged in 1901, when the Wood- F'Gther comnutiee members are T,
ville Citizen's Band took over 1ts ' G. Morrow, Dg, J. B, Cramer, R. J.'

management and continued for &
moupper of years. In 1211, ©11 June
1itlh a bad wWindstorie levelled the
old building and alortly thereafter
another rink was buill. This nNew
vink was considerably larger than
the former one and dressing roonis
and g band room WEIC added. A
the one

] I\{.[f:._.&}ﬁirm., H. R, Sonley, James Nich_ i
_'s:n]-s', B. Clayton, Mrs. C. S. Stoddart,
Mrs. A, L. Hooey.

passageway was built on

51%€. Bugay

side of the ice for the ponvenience o % -
of hockey Ifans. Citizens ol thE. M ﬂ.r REe ﬂfe TAE GRS B ey e
lage considered they had built 2 Low Price ' i A I Tt S LR R IR % .
o ‘ . ity of 1ts s For this i e e T T\ b
'real rink for 2 comnmunity ©f 15 Handsome - A H%" 2 B R
+




