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How women’s institutes began

creation areas. ‘They have fus- )
tered children uversess and eem— E

| ‘_tutes in Ontarm alone and

By HARRY RUSTIGE .
- Spe e1al to Today’s Seniors:

’I‘he ‘Women’ S Institute is'the

" largest women’s urgsmzatlen in
- the.world and it’s- mette is “Fer

. Home-and Country.”
There are 1,000 Wemen s Insti-

thousands more throughout Cana-
. da.and in many.countries of the

~world, but it was all 'started m,
Stuney Creek, near Hamilton, in

1897 by Adelalde Hoodless whese
~youngest child died after drinking

2 cogntaminated milk. She eam-.

. paigned at first against the sale of
tainted milk and then started to
fight for women to become better

educated in such matters.
Hoodless first tackled the

buards of education-fo teach

~ domestic science in schools and
| - wrote a textbook called’ Public

School Domestic Science. She was

", ‘a fighter for improved education

for womenright from the word go.
" The first convenor of the national
YMCA, she was also its second

vlee—presldeut in the formative

years.

¢~ A co- fenderol the Natmnsl

- g

. Council~of Women, she was the
"~ first treasurer. Tubacee mil-

. lonaire Sir William Macdonald - .
"where branches-have-been estab-.

provided the money for Hoodless
to startthe Macdonald Institute at
the Ontario Agn

SU&SIOII whleh resulted in- the

icultural College,
- "Guelph: It was her drive and per-

“establishment of the huuseheld ,
science department at the Uni-
versity.of Toronto—anoffshootof
the Lillian Massey. Sehuel ef -

Domestic Science. -
Erland and Janeét Lee, of Stoney

- Creek, persuaded her to address a
meetmg at which there were 101

women at Squire’s Hall, Stoney

- Creek, on Feb. 191837 and withina-

week The Women’s Institute was

born with the purpose ‘‘of dis-
seminating knowledge relating to
.domestic economy, including

household architecture, with spe-

-cial attention to home sanitation;
. a better understanding of the eco-
nomic and hygienie value of-

foods, clothing and fuel and more

scientific care and training for.

children, with a view to raising
the general standard of hes_lth
and morals of our people.”

" The WI proved so popular it
spread quickly aeross Canada
and eventually around the world.
During World Wars I and II mem-
bers of the W1 sewed and knitted
for the Red Cross and sent parcels

to servicemen. It was also re-

sponsible for the pasturization of
milk and the wrappmg of bread in
our stores.

In the many communities
lished~Women'’s Institutes have
supported libraries, parks, 4-H

clubs, agricultural fslrs hospit-
als and nursing homes’ and re-

‘munity halls. - -
On the local level they have de- J

vioped and maintained Tweeds- .
muir histories which:.document . -
history by recording the stenes of .
“buildings, people, farms.and in- ;
.'The Erland Lee: Museum_‘j ;
in Steney Creekis eperated by'the -
Federatleu of Women’s Institutes .-
“and is refurbished to- 1ts erlgmal

dust

style.
Internationally Wemeu S Instl-

tutes belong to the Associated .

Women-of the World and as mem-

bers support- community im-

provements prejeets in the Third -
World such as nutrition education

= [ -

and sanitary water facilities. .
They also act'as censultaut to the ;.

United Nations.

Current issues belug tackled in-
clude lobbying both Canadian and :

.U.S. goverments on the problem -

of acid rain and the holding of
workshops on the impact of Free

Trade. The WI speaks out against
pornography and in 1984 initiated:
and developed the pilot prujeet fur_

rural day care programs.

Today the Women'’s Instltutes-'

are stronger than ever. Those re-

ponsible for ‘the original idea in

Saltfleet' Towriship more than 80
years ago had a better vision that

they perhaps realized when they
decided to band together “Fur |

Home and Country.”




