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Women Write Editorials

Fem

With this issue the series of guest editorials writ-
ten by members of the Lions Club, Rotary Club,
Agricultural Society, Town Council and Women's
Institute are completed. True to form the women
are having “the last word” To use a modern ex-
pression they have also “gone to town in a big
way” as to quality and quantity of their editorials.

We have often commented in these columns on
the practical work and accomplishments of Women's
Institutes of Durham County. That favorable
opimion and reputation have been further enhanced
on this occasion. Through the capable and energetic
leadership given by the District President, Mrs.
Johnson Thickson of Bowmanville, every one of
the nine branch Institutes contributed at least one
editorial. Furthermore, the copy was clearly writ-
ten and all tn on time, which is further proof of
the thorough and businesslike way these women go
about any job thev tackle.

It 1s taken for granted that our women subscribers
will read these editorials, but we are more inter-
ested i having the men read them. For, if they are
not already conversant with the activities of the
W. I, they are going to receive a jolt that will
surprise them. They have discussed a variety of
subjects in an impressive manner, which aifects
every man and woman in this country. After
reading these editorials we are more convinced than
ever that our Institute women not only preach but
practice good citizenship in the wide scope of being
real community builders in following out the In-
stitute motto: “For Home and Country.”

—The Editor,

Neighbours

“Mother” is the sweetest word in our English
tongue, but close behind it comes “Neighbor.” When
ever we think of true neighbors, that old and beau-
tiful picture of the Good Samaritan comes before
us as the ideal of what a good neighbor really is
__ one who always stands by in case of need. This
is also the secret of “"Mother's” sweetness.

The test of true neighborliness which the search-
ing light of need supplies, is the test of the charm
of the Women's Institute, We come to it with our
varied needs and it meets them,

Tt not only supplies quilts to those who are cold,
food to the hungry, clothes to the poor, but it also
provides warmth for cold hearts, food for hungry
minds, and clothing for the despatring soul.

Every heart has an aching corner tucked away
somewhere, just as we tuck in the unruly ends of
our hair and pin them out of sight. Some hearts
may be troubled with the cares of poverty, whilz

other hearts are equally troubled with the cares of
riches, with the disillusionment that comes when

humans everywhere seem stretching hands for what
they possess, not for themselves. Some souls may
be quivering with the open wounds of disloyalty
and ingratitude. One mother may be stabbed with
the waywardness of a son or daughter, while an-
other aches for “The touch of a vanished hand and
the sound of a wvoice that is still.”

They come with their gay clothes, their smiles
and their laughter, but in behind, tucked out of
sight, are the aching corners of their lives, seeking
healing.

The secret of the growth of every little branch
of the Mother Institute Tree 1s the supply of the
vital sap of life which flows one to another ag
we give freely of ourselves to our neighbors.

The Women's Institute meetings should be prac-
tical meetings where we may banish failure and
achieve success. They should be places where we
learn, better cooking, better sewing, better home

management, but let us not forget that the master
'_'F;:. key to success lies im the nspiration we TECEi‘:"E,
i neighbor to neighber, te be more heipful women in
' ’ time of need
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History of Women’s Institutes

Their Origin:i—

The first Women’s Institute was organized in
Saltfleet Township, Wentworth County, the 19th of
February, 1897, with a view to meeting the express
desite to acquire information which would insure
greater efficiency on the part of the women of
the rural sections, in those wvaried responsibilities
resting upon them in the home, and as cifizens,

Mr. Erland Lee a prominent broad-minded and

public-spirited young member of the Farmer's In-
stitute, living in Saltfleet, in the wvicinity of Stoney
Creek, attended the Ontario Agricultural College at
Guelph. While there he heard Mrs, Adelaide Hood-
less deliver a very stirring address on the value and
need of having Domestic Science and Sewing taught
in the Public Schools Mr, Lee was much impressed
and resolved to have Mrs. Hoodless address the
women of Saltflect.

Mrs. Hoodless had become interested in the need
of teaching Domestic Science through the death of
her first child, a little boyv eighteen months old. He
had died from being fed impure milk, and she felt
she was to blame. Over his coffin she took a vow,
that she would do everything possible to save other
mothers from making the same mistake.

She believed the educational system in force 1
Ontario at that time to be absolutely wrong — the
system of educating boys and girls along the same
lines, when their life work was so vastly difierent.
To use her own words: “We are educating our
girls to be home-breakers, not home-makers.” She
said girls should be educated to fit them properly
for that sphere of life for which they were destined
viz, = home-making, and to do this they should be
taught Domestic Science in the Public Schools.

Eunlisting the co-operation of her husband who
at that time was chairman of the Hamilton Board
of Education, she finally succeeded in having Do-
mestic Science added to the curriculum of Hamilton
Public Schools.

When plans were being made in January, 1897,
for the Farmer's Institute meeting Mr. Lee sug-
gested that Mrs. Hoodless he invited to address the
evening meeting when women might be present. A
majority of his fellow-members objected so he took
the responsibility himself of asking her to come.
Born on the farm her sympathies were with the
country people and she graciously accepted.

Her speech made a deep impression with both
men. and women. She suggested that the women
form an orgamization similar to the Farmer's In-
stitute, but as there was not much time left for
discussion it was decided that she would come again
the following Friday., During the week Mr. and
Mrs. Lee did all they could o arouse interest in
the venture, and when Mrs, Hoodless returned, in-
stead of the thirty-five who had promised to come
there were one hundred and ope wommen, and one
man. That man was Mr, Erland Tee.

Mr. Lee took the chair and Mys. Hoodless en-

—Mrs. Cecil Ferguson, /
and President of Victorian
Institute, Blackstock.

Women's

oation for women
larged upon the need of an organizallo _

whereby they might be helped i1 home-craft, 1'11(.:nt‘t1:::11'E
craft and all that it meant, in the same way aEDI5
men were helped in raising better and larger Cr Pi:
The result was the organization of a Department c:
Domestic Economy in affiliation with the Farmers
Institute, to be called the Women's Department of
the Farmer's Institute of South Wentworth., At
the next meeting the name was changed to the
Women’s Institute of Saltfleet, and this was_IBtEr
changed when other Institutes were organized .m the
township, to the Stoney Creek Women's Tnstitute.

Their Growth :— e
In the early records one finds the real objective
of the pioneers: “A nation cannot rise above the level
of its homes, therefore we women must work and
study together to raise our homes to the highest

possible level.”

In 1900, thirty-threer Women's Iastitutes werc
functioning in the Province. This number has m-
creased until now branches may be found in every
inhabited section of Ontario. In 1935 there were
1,371 Women’s Institute branches with a member-
ship of 42,000,

Women’s Institutes or similar agencies are now
orgafized  in every Province in Canada. The
Women's Institute was organized in the British
Isles in 1915 by a Canadian, Mrs. Alfred Watt. Mrs.
Watt has the honour of having organized the Sand-
ringham Women's Institute when Queen Mary was
chosen President. For more than two decades Her
Majesty graciously consented to act in this capacity
and now she and Queen T lizabeth are joint presi-
deénts. Nothing has given greater impetus to the
movement in Canada in the gpast few years than
the imterest of Her Excellency, The Lady Tweeds-
muir. To-day Women's Institutes or similar or-
gamzations are to be found in England, Scotland,
Ireland, Wales, Belgium Australia, New Zealand,
India and South Africa.

Their Value in the Community :—

Not only have the Institutes grown in numbers
and membership but their function has developed in
line with the ends of the changing circumstances of
living. “With the steady progress of science and
art greater returns are possible each year to the
home-maker who 1s a member of the Institute,

Through the Institute rural women are learning:

(1) A better understanding of the economic and
hygenic value of foods, clothing and fuel.

(2) More understanding of scientific care and
tramning of children with a view fto raising the
general standard of health and moral of our people.

(3) Knowledge relating to domestic economy in-
cluding household architecture with special attc}ltiun
to home sanitation.

Activities for community welfare such ac pro-
vision of improved eductional facilities, health sep-
vices and recreational oppertunities have deepened
{he satisfaction of life in rural areas,

Stimulation of a sense of civic interest and re-
sponsibility has created an ever-increasing volume
and quality of Ieadcrship among rural womep that
has u’nrichm;] rur.al living. Tt has aided rural w,-.;;.mi‘,
to {ind satisiacdian and vonstraciive ‘
m this pertod of restricted opportuni
ment.

Rural women have increasingly enlarged” thei-
horizons and deepened their interests. T:hf:}' are mh
cerning themselves with their responsibilities e
world citizens. The achievements of the e

S -expiession
tv for employ-
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Wamen’s Institutes in the Preservation of materim]n
and data concernied with local history iy , nata;Is
e

illustration of stimulation of civie pride,

The consideration of any problem o
on of any line of work, which has a5 it i
uplift of the home or the betterment mm;:'t'the
surrounding country life is the foun il Itiong

the Cal'r}'ing

) : ot
totto “For Home and Country” which he Womeﬂze
Institutes have adopted and endeayour 1 keﬂs

uppermost in their worth-while organisai;
—Mrs. Grant Thompson,
President Nestleton Women’s Tistag
Ute,
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