“WI Tweedsmuir Histories
Recommended for Schools

Recognition being given by

o e
the Ontario Department of

Education to the Tweedsmuir

History Books is a feather in
the cap of the Women’s Insti-
Ltutes. . :

“I'hese = histories of tural
‘areas throughout Canada are
compiled as a joint effort of
members  of local institute
branches. The idea was the
brainchild of Lady Tweeds-
muir. In her travels with the
Governor-General while here,
she recognized the possibility
of preserving rural Canadian
history through this medium.

The project was a great
success.  In "Ontario alone
1,100 of the 1,453 institutes

have these histories as a con-
tinuing effort.

The Tweedsmuir histories
are now being recommended
hy the Department of Educa-
tion as valuable source mat-
erial in the curriculum of the
new course in history for in-
termediate grades of Ontario
schools. '

“The work of the Women’s
Institutes in the field of local
community history is highly
recarded,’”” 'stated M. B. Par-
nall, assistant superintendent
of curriculum. “It is hoped
that as a result of their being
mentioned in the new course,
the histories will encourage
teachers and students. in a
study of their local commu-
nity; also that students will
come to appreciate the work
of the Women’'s Institutes as
an example of. good citizen-
ship that they may decide o
emulate.”’

Although not circulated-out-
side the community con-
cerned, the bound books,
prized possession of Fhe local
W1 hranch, are available to

interested teachers and stu-
dents.

“‘1'he tact thal the depart-
ment 15 recognizing Tweeds-
muir histories has given new
impetus to our branches to
compile these books for the
sake of preserving their local
history rather than for com-
petition purposes,’” said Mrs.
R. C. Walker of St. George,
provincial curator of the pro-

| ject. She referred to the fact

that competitions have re-
cently been discontinued in
Ontario.

The project has also recently

received national recognition.
The Canadian Historical Asso-
ciation has awarded the Fed-
eration of Women’s Institutes
of Canada a certificate of
merit for their “outstanding
contribution to local histery in
Canada.”” A similar honor
came to the FWIC from the
American Association of Local
and State History in 1949.
« The Tweedsmuir histories
go back to the cradle days of
the community, and keeping
them up to date is a time-
consuming effort.

Anyone In the communily
can, and is urged to write
articles, especially about their
own farms and families. These
are edited and checked by the
local committee.

Into the history goes the
story of the community since

its beginnings — farm his-
tories, personalities, industry,
schools, churches, libraries,

war work, family trees, clubs
and organizations, and any-
thing else pertaining to the
development of the commu-
nity.
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“The local registry is a big-

help,” she . said. ‘“The press 1s
most co-operative with both

' data and pictures, and some-

times -in providing source
material. But a great deal de-
pends on the memory of those
who have lived through events
recorded.”

The books are assembled
and bound with attractive
covers of leather, wood, or

whatever material the women:
- choose. They are profusely il-

lustrated with original sketch-
es, drawings, paintings and
showing comparative
periods of development of the
area.

~ Some Dbranches have out-
grown their original book,
several additional volumes

have become necessary. =

That Lady lweedsmuir is
still vitally interested in the
project she inspired is evident
from a recent message sent to
Helen McKercher, director of

the Home Economics Branch,

Ontario Department of Agri-
culture.  Acknowledging re-

ceipt of the new manual

- which has just been set up to

help WI members prepare the
histories, Lady Tweedsmuir
said: “I was thrilled to see

 the very high standard they

(the manuals), ety for the
village histories which will
mean so much to future his-
torians of Canada."”
These manuals are
available, iree, to curators of
History Books
through Ontario, from the De-

'partment of Agriculture Ex-

tension Branch, 20 Spadina

Rd., Toronto.
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