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Alive as perhaps few tow
4re to the wvalue of that great
rural society, the Women’s In-
Stitutes, the editor of the Bow-
manville Statesman - a paper
continuously in the front rank of
the_. weeklies - turned over the
editorial page of a recent issue to
| the nine branches of the W. I. in
Durham County. Under the lead-
ership’ of the district president,
Mrs, Johnson Thickson, Bowman-
ville, every institute contributed
at least one editorial, and, as Mr.
James, the Statesman’s editor,
says, “Came to town in a big way

copy clearly written and on time,
further proof of the thorough and

about any job they tackle.”

. One writer described the found-
Ing of the W. 1. in 1897 by Mrs.
Adelaide Hoodless and Mr. Er-
land Lee — man and woman unit-

out that the W.1,, while expand-
mg +to meet the times, still bases
1ts work on the broad lines laid
down by the founders — Educa-
tion, Health, Child Welfare, Agri-
culture, Legislation and so on; a
third contributor - Mrs. Cecil
Ferpguson, president of Victorian
Institute, Blackstock, give a gen-
tle but inspiring touch with her
sentence, “The test of true neigh-
borliness which the searching
light of need supplies, is the test
of the charm of the Women’s In-
stitutes — it not only supplies
guilts to the cold, but warmth for
cold hearts, food for hungry
lnij_r'lds, and clothing for the des-|
pairing soul.”

Mrs. Roy Langmdid of Solina

and some members come five
miles to meetings, and a clerical
comment on the kindliness is'
guoted—there had never been a|
community to his knowledge
where the sick were so well re-
membered and the cleric gave the
credit to the W. 1. |

And so the story goes on, with
tales of help given town hospi-|
tals, relief works aided, literature,
music and art brought to the com-
munity, strangers made to feel at
home, newcomers brought into
the community life, and, the writ-
ers might have added, many a
pure-bred herd established, many
a school board jacked up, many|

rural women, who do.their own |
thinking and then aet upon it
courageously, had set themselves
to these tasks. |

We should like to congratulate |
Mr. James on his master stroke. !'

THE WOMEN'S INSTITUTE ANSWERS
As I take my knitting, aml sit in the sun,

I count o’er my blessings one by one,

And the best of all without dispute,

Is being a member of tne Institute.

When as a bride I first seftled here

Lite fot the woman secined cold and drear,

I'd like to hear any mere man refute

The boom that came with the Institute,

Oh! how I hated the daily grind

Dreading to' stop lest 7 get behind,

So over-wrought that I wanted to hoot,

When they talked of forming an Institute.

But the coldness melted, it did me good

To meet other women as [ should,

And my heart warmed up; this was the fruit

(Of that cup of tea at the Institute.

Then they made me President afgd I learned

To love the women that I had spurned,

The lovely things that constitute *

The hearts of the yv-omen at the Institute,

|

1
W.l. Women Write '
Well Editorially °

Our Accomplishments and
Opportunities

During the past forty-two years the Women's
Institutes have accomplished so much along so many

vavied lmes that it is difficult to select any one
achievement as outstanaing. rlowever, oue “ver.

significant and outstanding fact has been established
and that 1s that it is possible for women of many
varying classes, of many different creeds, ¢f many

shades of politics, and of many varying opinious and
trends of thought to unite in one common effort

toward the betterment of conditions in community
life. :

The value of these efiorts is apparent, not only
throughout our own Province and Dominion but in
countries all over the world where the inspiration
of our work has bedn felt and example followed.

But the fact that a great deal has been done does
not preclude the equal fact that a great deal still
remains to be done. In paying homages to our pre-
decessors to whose efforts much of the credit must
be given for the undoubted raising which has taken
place in the standards of rural community life —
ot only by instituting needed reforms but by arous-
ing public opinion to the need for such reforms —
we must not lose sight of the fact that we, 1 our
turn, are now the torch bearers and the responsib-
ility is ours to carry on in such manner that we be
worthy of our predecessors and measure up as

worthily as possible in the judgment of our suc-

cessors m the days to come.

Another fact which doubtless every one of us
has experienced is the knowledge that in helping
others, we have helped ourselves. Our horizons have
been broadened, our visions have been made clearer
and our knowledge increased.

Discussions of current events and kindred topics
have increased our interest in events of importance
— not only to ourselves but to the world at large.
The speakers who have come to us and the papers
prepared by our own members have gively us food
for thought and material to digest on wide ranges
of interesting subjects. '

Services of inestimable value rendered by the
Department of Agriculture have provided us with
knowledge which has helped us to practise as weli
hs preach i1mproved methods of sanitation, diet,
clothing and housing.

And we have found in all our work, that the
common hinding cord of humanity running through
all our efforts brings out the realization that in

génuine and  true co-operation there is not only
value but bheauty,

—Mrs. Johnson Thickson, Bowmanville,
President West Durham District.

At first T felt my knees grow weak
And I dreaded to get un and speak,
But with a heart that was resolute
L gained new poise in the Inmstitute.
Now if the men sometimes make a fuss,
it's only beccause they envy 1us:
For they have nothing of such repute
To compare with the Women's Institute.

And John soon saw that our home meant more
And we were happier than before : |
When I come home you can hear him toot,
“\Ve][, what’s the news irom the Institute.
So I sit here in the sun and Lknit
And my eyes fill up at the thought of it
How commonplace things have come ta suit
When faced in the spirit of the Institute.

God bless the woman whose thought it was,

To do this thing for the wéman’s cause:

The good of which we can nc’er compute,

When she gave to the world the Tnstitute.,

—Mrs., Roy Langmaid, *
Srsc’y.—"_freas. Solina W.I, and Past President
West Durham‘ Dhistrict.

Girls’ Home-making Clubs

“Every girl is worth just as much as the things

she is interested in.”

Many a mother and young girl in rural comm :
ies deplore the fact that it is the privilege of their
city cousins to attend Technical Schools or Colleges
and learn some of the arts and skills which are
covered by the subject “Home Economics.”  Yet
such a programme, not as claborate or extensive, but
stressing many of the fundamental principles 1S
available to every rural girl between the ages of
twelve and twenty-six years of age and 5pﬂnsiarf;{1
by the extension service of the Women's Institute
Branch of the Provincial Department of Agricul-
ture.

Since 1935 this programme has been carried on
in the form of projects in local communities. For
the organization and support, we owe a great deal of
credit to the local Women's Institutes for taking a
keen interest in their local young girls. Girls’ work
is directed by local leaders through clubs n putri-
tion, clothing, house furnishing, gardening and can-
ning. The projects have such interesting titles as:
“Supper Club,” “The Milky Way,” “Dressing Up
Home Grown Vegetables,” “Cottons May Be Smart,”
“Being Well Dressed and Well Groomed,” . “Cotton
Accessories for Bedroom” and “Clothes Closets Up-
to-Date,” etc. The local leaders in a county meet
in a central place for a two or three day leaders
training school under the direction of the Home
Economics instructor of the Department where they
receive subject matter and teaching methods. Under
this leadership the girls hold meetings, complete
work required, keep record books and attend the
annual county Achievement Day. Here they exhibit
their work, exchange ideas with other clubs, and
plan a programme for the next year. :

We have now {from ten to one hundred girls
carrying on one of these clubs in each county and
district in the Province and fifty Achievement Days
are held each yecar. In 1938-39 there were 2,155 clubs
mm the Province. After a girl has completed two
projects she is given a diploma, amd after six
projects receives county honors, and after twelve
will be considered to have completed work required
to give her Provincial Honors. The Dominion Gov-
ernment has been offering very substantial prizes
for supervised club work at Grade A and B Fairs,
and the competition at the Canadian National Ex-
hibition. A programme for these fairs is drafted
in line with Home-making Clubs in each district.

Besides, the Women's Institute Branch cd~u}p{:r-
ates with the Agricultural Representative Branch to
bring to boys and girls one or three month courses
in Elementary Agriculture and Home Economics,
during the winter months.

To evaluate the results of this work would be
impassible. Maybe these following sentences written
by a girl in Northumberland County, who is now

unit-

completing her fourth project, éxpresses the ap-
preciation of many:

“I am glad that I live in the country. I love it
beapty and its spirit, I rejoice in the things I have
learned in the Home-making projects. By studying
the best way to do my every dav work and make
my own clothes I can find joy in common tasks done
well.  Through simple demonstrations I have given
at club meetings and the Institute I have learnéd
to meet the public and the knowledge aad exXperience
I have gained will reach out in service to that larg-
er home we call our neighborhood. To our local
[eaders and the Department of Agriculture I offer
my humble but most sincere thanks for the edu-

cational advantages in Home Economics that the
girls 1In my community have been able tg appreciate,”

—Greta Pollard, Bowmanyville,

Women’s Institute Branch, Department of
Agriculture, Toronto.



