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reachmg Youth fo Think Th

‘“T'HE thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts,”

but beset by a popular tendency to detours
and regts along the way. The boy following hisg
team up and down the furrow all day, or the girl
looking out on the world from the kitchen window,
may see visions and dream dreams well worth
sharing with other eager young souls. They are
visions and dreams which could be realized, too—
to youth nothing is impossible. But more often
than not, 3vhen the young people of the community
meet, In a pgathering where intelligence should
whet 1ntelligence, where they should rub one an-
oLher bright like a bunch of keys, the normal and

sironger urge to play possesses them, and they
have not learned to play with their minds. Or il
they do settle dogn to an ‘‘educational’” pro-

gramme, perhaps someone is there to provide this
for them. They have no stimulus to think, ¢o
attack their own problems. Sp we lose the benefit
jof the clear-sighted viewpoint of youth, and the
\young people receive no training in thinking for
hemselves.

In the Sharon neighborhood in York county,
there is a club of United Farm Young People, who

have won a reputation for using their heads, Their
azdar, Mys. B, B WMo, A% An o amal) measare
Tegponsioie Tor This. She 13 goiel, winsome, acl-
ful—-=a lepder with the tare gt of keeping in the

background and encouraging young people to ex-
press themselves. ‘A leader is often tempted to
gpeak in a meeting when it isn’t necessary,’ she
said: “I find that if you depend on young people
and let them do things in their own way, they sel-
dom disappoint you.” _

And she went on to tell of a Hallowe'en social
to which a crowd of outside guests had been in-
vited and no one except a commitiee
of girls knew what entertainment
was being provided; they had Lthe
best programme of games in the
club’s history. And of the year when
they had forty members on the roll
and very member took part in a de-
bate during the winter. Even though
boys and girls as young as thirteen
years, are admitted to the club, every
member debates, and every member
gerves on the social committee. The
membership roll is made up at the

beginning of the year. The first four

8 niombers on the roll make the pro-
gramme committee for

the first meeting, and the
pNast Iour take charge of

the refreshments, boys
and  girls alike gerving
and washing dishes.
“And it is very notice-
able,’”” the leader remari-
ed, ‘‘that boys who were
Dnce very diffident, now

take the initiative as if e
hey were hosts in their
own. homes, The club
training is going to mean
a lot to them later on.'
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coerced into thinking for themselves.

informal discussions
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}fls{iﬂusmn jfie-ﬂ' and has gent out to the clubs a
3 ﬁé‘ti]?f original suggestions for discussion topics.
13 1S not a matter of debate,’”” he explains,

‘but a 1i : _ he 5
qituatim;gfm venturs in co-operative thinking. 1t 18

8peak as we think—np

5 one side of an argument.’”
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W poise more easily than we could the general
Téadiness to debate, until we learned of another
The club makes a
in  which the
led and encouraged and ::ler-ﬂgt
INO-
well, director of the United Farmers' Educational
Particularly enthusiastic over this

wot subjects that are studied, and we
0t with the object of support-

“Oh for the gate and the locust lane,
and dusk, and dew, and home ag
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Our Own Business,”” for which he gave us this in-
terpretation,

‘“For years we have been discussing everything
under the sun except our own business. We have
been told that it develops clasgs consciousness. Dut

doctors have class consciousness.
It comes from a pride in theilr
profession and from giving a
good service to society. We need
more of this class consciousness
in farming; we need to study
our own affairg.”

S0 Insiead of debating ques-
tions of which they know noth-

first hand, into which
researches might bring
considerable Information
leave Iittle for them to
ani

tMeyr OWN Awea on Yheir
nelr nomes the

next day, these young people are discussing such
things as ““What arrangement should a farmer and
his son make when the son is twenty-one?!” Iopme-

times fathers who come to the meetings are set

thinking as well as the boys and what might be-
come a difficult situation for both is solved over-
night. There is nothing at all formal about the
discussions. When this question was brought up
at the Sharon club, the general opinion of the
boys was that “it was better to ask
for some business arrangement than
to wait till you got mad about some-
thing and then leave home for
good.”!

The problem of the retiring far-
mer is a popular topic. When should
a farmer retire? Should he retire to
the city, the town or the village, or
would an unpretentious home near
the place of his life’s work be better?
Even if most of the family live in
the city, is this the happiest place
for the retired farmer? Can a man
over sixty learn to dress differently

and live differently and

= enjoy it? Should a re-
S N tired farmer bhe divorced
: S A from animal life and na-
ture? Should a retired
=, farmer do nothing?
) Should a retired farmer
IR or a farmer who is simply

) living retired on his
A farm, grow products for
e fun and sell them for less
than the market price?
What do the members of
the club think they would
do if they were ready to
retire?

And cOW anything he more natural than that
young PEOPIS whg gtil] have their homes to build,

should A1SCU8 the eggentinly of a4 good farm home?
Snme“ﬂfh rr Nodwell's suggestions for this topic
are: “W _f‘eﬂ 8hould the different rooms be placed?
Do you 11 {ttﬂ €at your breakfast in the sun? Is it
extrava8allt o hujlg 4 farm house on one floor?
In this dﬂf}’fgﬂﬂ dge is there any sense in or reason
or excus®e =l & parlor? What is an economical

farm watel Systemo 1o .. o to plant tree

orind a hobsss - '_It 4 crime to ] X
ﬂlﬂ’;; How Ciit What ig the best lawn grass to
use? HO Y0u keep gparrows out of a Jenny

Wwren's nest ang poo imy ird- ?
it necessary thag make simple bird-houses? Is

otart where hep

and all the _:mmiﬂmﬂther leaves off’, with a piano
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4 2irl when she is married should -
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Other questions which the director cpusiderﬂ
worthy of farm young people's consideration are:

“What sports are best adapted to a farming
community? After we have been plowing all day,
4hould we go out and chase ourselves around a
baseball diamond under the stimulus of the cheer-
ing crowd? What is a typical rural sport? What
about horse-shoe pitching, which has the element
of sociability and can be played in any farmyard?"
' ssould we revive the spirit
of the old time, paring-bees _h_v
having a community canning
day, bringing 1n a pressure cooli-
er, sending the men for a truck
load of fruit and meeting in the
community hall to do our can-
Hi]lg?”

“‘Fating for Health: How
can we overcome Lhe habit of
storing vegetables in the cellar
in the fall just to carry them
out of the dump-heap In the
spring? Why uol take wheal to
the mill and have a coarse
meal ground for porridge?”

“Which gives the greater satisfaction, creating
things and living simply as all the great people
have done, or accumulating wealth and pyramiding
things? Has a buyer any respondgibility for learn-
ing the conditions under which an article is pro-
duced—whether it is made under fair conditions
or sweated out of the people? What does the con-
sumer want?' and a host of marketing questions.

NE might stippose that the club leader, or the

school teacher, or some older person would
lead these discussions. Perhaps they do, sometimes,
when the young people are just learning to find
their feet and their tongues, but at Sharon the
young folk take charge of their own discussions.
We gather that the main part of the leaders and
parents, is to beam their encouragement and call
one another over the telephone the next day to ex-
claim over how well John Jones or Mary Smith
handled things, and how wonderfully the boy who
works at Brown's is coming on. Perhaps this com-
mendation is the most effective help they could’
possibly give them, for a thing which elders are

often slow to learn is that their young people necd
their sympathy quite as much as thelr supervision.

~ Of course a boy or girl is not thrust into direct-
Ing a discussion without preparation. While the
discussion practice leads to debating, the primary
tralning comes In answering the roll call at each
meeting with even the briefest response on such
topics as ‘““My part in world peace,’”” ‘‘A present
need of farm people,” . “Common mistakes in eti-

quette,” and “How to keep good natured.” Such a
programme cannot fail to lead to independent
thinking,

. 'Our young people are learning to entertain
themselves, too,” the director told us, “Only re-
cently we heard of a very successful and purely
original school trustee meecting.”

And the influence of the club is reaching far
beyond its own members. “One thing we stress
more than anything else is our citizenship depari-
ment,” said Mrs. Wilmott. ‘“—civics, public health
education and social service—our social sewigé
has been confined mostly to helping the Newmarket
hospital. But if we can just get boys and zirlg
started early to read along these lines for them.
selves, and to think for themselves, we wil] gee the

effect on the conversation around their family
dinner tables and the whole household will ba
bhetter for it.
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HE influence of the Sharon club is alread-
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felt in the community, The meetin-




