Marks History of Agricultural Souety

The -Brighton Fall Fair, which B. Ewing, and Isaac Proctor.

was staged yesterday, was given
an added highlight with the open-
ing of the Centennial Gates
which mark 100 years of agri-
cultural service by the Brighton
Agricultural Society.

The gates were officially open-
ed at 2 p.m., and among the
speakers were Ben Thompson,
MP, Northumberland, Alex Tag-
gart, fieldman for the Farm Fair
Assoeiation, Ross Phillips, presid-
ent of (he Brighton Fall Fair,
and F. K. Goodrick, Receve of
Brighton.

Brighton Agricullural Society
celebrated its 100th anniverasty
four years ago.

According lo information com-
piled by Mr. Maxwell Tobey of
Ottawa, formerly of Brighton, the
sociely was organized 11 1852,
principally through the efforts of
a Mr.. Garbutl., A county agri-
cultural society had been in ex-
islence since 1828 and il is pos-
sible that this society may have
staged an exhibition before the
Brighton Society was formed.

According to old records, the
Northumberland Agricultural So-
ciety was organized at S. S. Kent's
Tavern in Cramahe on May 17,
1828. It's first annual meefing
was held at John Grove's Inn, on
May 18, 1829. The following offi-
cers were elected at this meeting:
President, B. Whitney; treasurer,
J. Keeler; directors, H. Ruftan,
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on October 19, 1829, but the site
1s not mentioned. This was a four
day fair, comprising agricultural
discussions,
horse racing, 'and all were follow-
ed by dinners, dancing and sing-
songs.

cultural
Hodge’s Inn in August, 1853, to
plan for Brighton’s First Fall
Fair. The fair was held on Octo-|
ber 21, of that year, One of the
original
event 1s still in Brighton. It was
printed by the Sentinel, the fore-|
runner of the Brighton Ensign.|
The entire prize list is printed
on the poster, and the prizes were

of the Brighton Agricultural So-
ciety
to hear reports, but there are no
further
until 1873, when the Union Agri-|*
cultural Joint Stock Company was|
organized al Clark’s Hotel. Thel,

The first county fair was held

plowing matches,

The directors of Brighton 'Agri-
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Records show that the directors
mel on January 28, 1854,
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Community WI
Has Booth At Fair

The Community Women's Insti
tute, Mrs. Harold Morgan, presi-
dent, held a successful booth af
“;he Brighton Fair, last week.
lﬂmﬂng the projects sponsored by
‘the WI exhibited. were
‘made by the 4-H Club girls, Mrs.
|T. Fritz, convener of historical
‘research, displayed the Tweeds-
muir Book, in which is recorded
‘historical events relating to this
{diﬁtrict. The layette which recent-

| Northumberland area was also
shown. Tea was served and an
opportunity to rest provided.
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This. year's Fall Fair at
Brighton drew the largest at-
tendance since the Brighton
llﬁenten.nial of four years ago,
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laccording to Mr. Fred Meyers,;
Mr.

for the . event.
estimates more than
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On May 9, 1910, the King Ed-
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The poster still in existence,
advertising the organization's 1sl
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