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Warkworth - When you boil it
down, the 30th annual Warkworth
Maple Syrup Festival had all the in-
gredients of an ideal family outing
last weekend.

The weather was grand, the sap
was running, the attractions drew

large crowds to both the village .

and Sandy Flat Sugar Bush, and the
sausages and pancakes soaked with
maple syrup served up by the Wark-
worth Cemmunity Service Club
were as delicious as ever.

The only thing missing was snow
in large quantities, so while it wasn’t

possible to go for a horse-drawn
Sl-ﬂlgh ride, there was enough about
to fill a I:mug;h and pour taffy over it
to make easy treats on a stick.

orth syrup festival
stars in mternatmnal

series

“It was the best in years,” said
Dennis Gebhardt, head of the festi-
val organizing committee. “We had
the perfect weather. It was unbeliev-
able.”

Attendance at the sugar bush on
Saturday was around 4,000, equal-
ing last year’s total for the two days,
he said.

Another 2,500 turned out the fol-
lowing day.

“Normally, Sundays aren’t quite as
busy but this year there was a lot of
traffic,” he said.

thhas:dt credited the 200 vnlunu
teers who helped«ddi8ih Ming the
festival a success.

There to take everything in was a
six-person crew from Chicago film-
ing the festival’s sights and sounds
for a new online show, ‘Eat the
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Kyla Cassidy, 4, Brighton, tried some taffy on snow at the 30th annual Warkwnrth Maple S)rrup
Faslinl IastSaturday atﬂt&i&wdyﬂatillgaf Bush. Photo I:yluhn Campbell

Glubﬂ‘ for Taste Me, a food and
travel production company.

“We were sad there wouldn’t be |

snow ... but it’s been so wonderful,”
said the show’s producer, Jacquelyn
Jamjoon, who found it “amazing”
that volunteers organize and run the
event.

“We’ve been covering food festi-
vals all across the world,” she said,

including a Christmas festival in | @ & =

Germany, an onion festival in Swit-
zerland, and a tamale festival in
Cahfnrmﬂ
By the time the filming is done,
there will be eight episodes, cach
seven to 10 minutes long, “that will
be coming up soon on ABC’s new-
est platform,” Jamjoon said. |
The show is hosted by Amy Shus-
ter, a food blogger and *“profes-
sional eater” who

said she would

" of taffy on snow
f, | and lots and lots
| of pancakes™ lor
= | the episode be-

| ing shot over two

B days.

| Shuster said she
-~ | was “learning
| about the whole
| process of how
| a maple tree is
| tapped for sap”
| and maple syrup
| 1s made.
| I knew noth-
| ing,” she said,
- | other than it
| came in a bottle
| you see in a gro-
| cery store, “'s0
this is really cool
| to get to actually
| see it coming out

| of a tree.”

Shuster-said the
| show is “a good
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| be eating “a lot [

way to introduce
people to what’s
ooing on” around
the world with
food and cultures
and to “educate
them 1n a really
fun way.”

Sugar bush
owner Derek Van
Stam said it’s
been “an excel-
lent season SO
far.”

Trees were

tapped in Janu-
ary “and our first
boil was Feb. 4,
so we’'ve been
boiling over a

month now,” he

said. “We've got
a lot of good syr-
up so far.”

Volunteer Bill Turvey helped Carson Laing, 6, of Whitby saw a Iug Fhutu by John Campbell




