Therapy dog owners raising mon
heir uniforms
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By John Campbell éé”i"’é*?_j “We are now eager to pro-

Trent Hills — Members of the
Trent Hills Therapy Dogs Inc.
already look sharp making
the rounds of nursing homes,
schools and retirement homes
dressed in black but they want
to add jackets to what they
wear.

“A uniform makes us more
visible in the community,
presents a professional look
and elicits interest in our
cause,” says Carol Ferguson,
the group’s president. Since
setting out on their own in
2014, the Trent Hills group
has worked on fashioning one -
for visits and for group activi-
ties at parades and festivals.

They're looking to raise
$2,000 to purchase 20 uni-
forms that will either be black
or silver. :

Previous fundraising ef-
forts and generous donations

covered the cost of obtain- andages;she-said.

ing - shirts for members and
scarves for dogs that carry the
Trent Hills Therapy Dog logo.
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vide our members with a jack-
et to complete the uniform,”
Ferguson said. ' ,
Requests were sent out to
area service clubs and to date
the Campbellford Kinsmen
and the Warkworth Communi-
ty Service Club have respond-
ed with donations of $500 and
$200, respectively.

The group has 19 handlers
who volunteer their time to
regularly wvisit seniors, shut-
ins and other groups or in-
dividuals in Campbellford,
Warkworth, Norwood and
area “who need or desire the
companionship of a dog.”
Stops include Campbellford
Memorial Hospital, Commu-
nity Living and VON Have-
lock.

Ferguson said the group

averages about 30 wvisits a
month.
~The dogs are all sizes, breeds

Ferguson has “a golden doo-
dle” named Lucy she takes to
a nursing home whose resi-
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E;:ﬁmd}rﬂi;i;fv:fd -::t;;ei?}?itﬁ? Carey Elliott and Robert Watkins, representing the Campbeliford Kinsmen, presented a cheque for 5500 to members of the:
y ~ " Trent Hills Therapy Dogs Inc., Gary Ballard, President Carol Ferguson; Allison Brown, Patsy Copperthwaite, Joyce Hindle, and

Cathy Fisher, in front with her therapy dog, Shasta. Photo submitted
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dents are “so eager to be able
to pet a dog, talk to her [and]
talk to me.”

When the pair leaves, they |
thank them for coming. |
“They’re so appreciative, it |
gives them so much joy,” Fer- |
guson said. “They’re more |
alert because they have inter- |
acted with a dog. It's wonder- |
ful to see.” |

Therapy dogs must pass “an |
extensive evaluation with |
high standards to determine |
that their behaviour and per-
sonality are suited to visiting
publicly,” “she said. ‘“They
bring joy, acceptance and
love into the places they visit.
They foster a sense of caring
and community to those in
need through the companion-
ship of a dog.”

Trent Hills Therapy Dogs
welcomes dog owners in the
community who would enjoy
working as a team and go on.

tdogs@gmail.com>.
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A Colborne man charged ?.fith |
smuggling millions of dollars wo rth-
of drugs in a tractor trailer across
the U.S. border pleaded guilty to
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g € to have the resources and servic- Northumberland Hills Hospital Fﬂundﬂﬁmmﬂ e m}r:iianwhila, the trucker is: facing
charges of drug conspiracy n Que-
bec. News reports out of W}ndﬁﬂr
say he intends 1o plead guilty to

those as well. _
Rutherford has been free on bail

and returns to court in June. No sen-
tence date was available.




