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Ilwy 401 of the past

es used to be bustling with shipp
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Thar;iraa't I.nlmﬁ contain roughly one fifth n:l’ the world's fresh surface water and their combined shoreline is equal to almost half the Earth's circu mference. Supporting 40 million people and eight of Canada’s 20 larg-
est cities, the Great Lakes Basin is home to 90 per cent of Ontario’s population and 40 per cent of Canada’s economic activity. With water levels dropping in the Great Lakes and climate change-induced extreme weath-
er events increasing, this three-part series will look at the past, present and possible future of the Great Lakes and the challenges and experiences of the communities along them. Thisis part 1, looking at the past
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The First Nations were the first to live in the watershed of Lake Ontario,
fishing and hunting for thousands of years.

“Obviously they used it for transportation and water;” Oshawa Commu-
nity Museumn archivist Jennifer Weymark said of the very early uses of Lake
Ontario.

According to oral history, in the late 1700s, they set up fur trading posts
Tt right at the Oshawa harbour, said Ms. Weymark. ‘
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When the Europeans came to the area, they partook in activities such as
farming and, of course, fishing. |

Mr. Sabean, who wrote the book Time Present and Time Past: A Pictorial
History of Pickering, explained the first industry on the lake and one of the
reasons England especially was interested in the area now known as Dur-
ham, was mining of the white pines. These grand trees were needed to
make ship masts. Mr. Mohr wrate that by 1845, three million feet of lum-
ber was being shipped out of the bay each year.

Ice houses were located on Front Road between Annland Street and
Wharf Street into the early 1900s.

“They extracted the ice in the winter time,"said Mr. Sabean.“Before they
built the ice houses, they would load the ice on boats, put sawdust about
them, take them into Toronto and would be used for ice boxes and things
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