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ﬁtephan Eluimette (cenire) takes a bow at the
Champlain on the River social at Haughton's Bay.
According to Barbara Haughton, Ouimette pad-
dled into the social on a birch bark canoe and
planted a flag in the sand to celebrate the 400th
anniversary of Samuel de Champlain’s arrwal in
the region. |
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MATTHEW BLENKARN

Equity Reporter

BRISTOL July 17, 2013
History came to life in

Bristol July 17, as the
Clarendon Women's
Institute hosted the

Champlain on  the River
social at Haughton's Bay.

The social celebrated the

400th . anniversary  of
sSamuel de Champlain’s
arrival in the area, and fea-
tured food, music, and a
speech by retired English
teacher Joan  Conrod.
Stéphan ' Ouimette por-
trayed Champlain, arriving
in a birch bark canoe and
planting a flag in the sand

at Haughton Bay, said event

organizer and member of
the Bristol Champlain com-
mittee Barbara Haughton.
Haughton asked Conrod
to speak at the event after
she prepared an education-
al skit about Champlain for
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schools. While Conrod’s was important for children

goal at the social was to to know about the anniver-
entertain, she said that it sary and Champlam s role

Matthew Blenkarn, THE EQUITY
Kate Aley, a member of the Pontiac Artists’
Association, sketiches a forest scene at the
Champlain on the River social.
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in their history. |

“This is their background,
their history, their her-
itage,” she said. “And while
it is on the curriculum at
the grade 6 level in both
Quebec and Ontario, the
curriculum is very crowded.
And just having them do
this skit made them much
more aware of Champlain
and the (400th) anniver-

sary.”
She added that, even
though schools taught

Champlain’s history, the
information sometimes gets
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lost in the shuffle.
“/ had an excellent

teacher, but all I remem-
bered was that he was gov-
ernor of New France, and
when he was 48, he married
a 12-year-old,” said Conrod,
“Now I know a great deal

more.”
: Abnut ?D tu:kets Were

sold, Haughton said, raising
$720 for the women'’s insti-
tute. The institute got
involved after Haughton
asked them to provide food,
said president Elaine

MacPhee.
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celebrates Champlain history to raise funds

They agreed, MacPhee
said, because the institute
was running low on funds.
Fundraising is important,
she added, because me€m-
bers often donate to coml-
munity organizations.

“When the institute was
first established, back in
1917, that was their idea,”
she said. “Their motto was
for home and country, and
they centred in on agricul-
ture, and health, and edu-
cation and community hv-
ing. So we try to stay with
that.”
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