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of smoke and the power had to be cut
to buildings on the block, said Chief
Northrup.

A resident in the closest neighbouring
building, who did not wish to be named,
said she and another couple were evacu-
ated from their apartments above a dental
office. The residents were sent to a motel
for the evening.

Smoke poured out of the building as
nearby residents watched in Victoria
Square park until the early morning hours.

The fire was stubborn as it had moved
between three layers in the ceiling and
two layers of metal roof, which had been
added to the building since it was built
approximately 100 years ago, said Chief
Northrup.

“The problem we had was accessing the
fire,” he said.

After 12 hours, the building was still
standing but sustained extensive damage,

COLBORNE -;Neighbﬂuring residents

~ were evacuated after a two-storey Col-

borne building burned for 12 hours Mon-

~ day in what’s believed to be an electrical
fire.

Cramahe firefighters were called to the
building on Victoria Square just after 9
pm. on Aug. 4, said Cramahe Township
Fire Chief Brandon Northrup. The lone
occupant, who had been renovating the
first floor, noticed smoke coming from a
second floor closet, said Chief Northrup.

The man left the building and was not
injured in the fire. When the first fire crews
entered they saw smoke coming through
the first and second floors, the chief said.

“I think it had been burning for a while

COLBORNE - Fire crews from four different stations battled a blaze on Victoria
Square from late into the night until early morning.

The cause of the fire is believed to be elec-
trical, he said.

Chief Northrup called in mutual aid

- from Brighton. Cobourg brought an aerial

truck and Alnwick/Haldimand also came

to assist Cramahe and switch out man-
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“It was pretty hot and the guys were get-
ting tired,” he said. |

Approximately 40 firefighters battled the
blaze and the last crews left the scene just

after 9 a.m. on Aug. 5, he said.
About six to eight residents were forced

said Chief Northrup. An insurance com-
pany would be able to evaluate the dam-
age and determine if the building should
be torn down or not, he added.

The fire burned close to the adjacent
dentist office and residential unit building.
Chief Northrup praised firefighters’ efforts
in keeping the fire contained to one struc-
ture.

“I think our crews did an excellent job in
containing the fire -- it didn't spread,” he
said.

There was a restoration team cleaning
up smoke damage to the neighbouring
building on Aug. 5, he added.
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before we got there,” said Chief Northrup.

power, he said.

to leave neighbouring buildings because
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