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News - Cramahe Township —
A Castleton-area couple won't
be compensated for costs they
incurred to make legal the work-
shop they acquired when they
bought their home last October.

They later found out that most
of the workshop, 32 feet of 1t, sat
on their neighbour’s property on
County Road 25.

In a presentation to council
June 17, Dave Thomson said he
was able to purchase the strip of
land on which the building sat,
and council that night granted
the necessary severance, but he
and his wife were looking for
more.

They wanted Cramahe "to ac-
cept all financial responsibility™
for monies they spent to resolve
the issue. Their expenditures in-
cluded legal fees still to be de-
termined, the cost of a survey in
excess of $3,000, and fees paid
to the township and agencies
amounting to $1,450. They also
learned any adjustment to the
lot line will require a change in
zoning. “That’s another $1,000-
plus,” Thomson said.

He questioned how “this
whole land encroachment fi-
asco” was allowed to happen,
when “the structure was built to
the latest codes and regulations™
nearly four years ago and there
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Rather than complain,
councillor became part
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had been numerous site Inspec-
tions by township staft.

Thomson said Cramahe’s de-
cision to issue a building permit
“based onunreliable information,
one man’s opinion, estimates and
approximations is completely
contrary to all other aspects™ of
the land management process.

“Clearly, the majority share-

holder in the responsibility
for this blunder rests with the
township of Cramahe,” he said.
“Someone, sometime, should
have said ‘stop!’” but the town-
ship failed to exercise “due
diligence to ensure that all legal
aspects of the building location
satisfied all” government regula-
tions.

“We believe that is a moral
obligation of the township to
accept the fact that a vital error
occurred due to its policies, and
that the township must be re-

sponsible for the consequences

of its actions.”

Council gave no answer that

night, asking chief building of-
ficial Natalie Moroz-Cornell to
prepare a report which council
received July 13.

She said a building permit
was issued based on information
provided by the owner of the
property at the time.

“Determining the location of
property lines is not within the action.

scope of the msu%_:m Official’s
duties,” Moroz-Cornell said.
“The responsibility and onus 1s
on the applicant to provide cor-
rect information and to construct
in accordance with the docu-
ments as submitted. The onus 15
also on the owner, current and
future, to be familiar with their
property and know their bound-
aries.”

She added that “it 1s a com-
mon ‘best practice’ in Ontario for
a potential purchaser and/or their
solicitor to request an up-to-date
survey from the seller in order to
confirm the boundaries and mea-
surements of the land and the po-
sitions of major structures.”

Moroz-Cornell said the costs
incurred by the application to
move the lot line and obtain the
required rezoning was $3,275.
There were additional costs for
the survey and legal fees.

“] think the man should be
happy that he's got a building
on the place,” Councillor Ed Van
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ation facilities.

have no identifiable place”

“They
can gather, to chat, play
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be two veteran members of Sc:n___ vy where t ] ;
ing for top spot 0 this fall’s municipal games, have lunch and drink coffee, she

said.

election.
Councillor Pat

set on becoming mayor, a posi
been filled since 2007 by Marc
who hopes to remain in the post

third term. u X
«1yve worked and lived in this co

nity all my life and I'm passionate ab
it.” Westrope said.

Westrope has her eyes

tion that's tre

Coombs building |
for a dance dwindled. The

over and eventually ) i
mmu- a dentist so he could expand his practice,

out which didn’t leave any location where se-
“]t’s time to move up Niors could meet.

Colborne used to have a drop-in cen-
that a retired couple opened, but the
fell into disrepair and atten-
municipality took it
sold the property to

“We need to ofter some kind of alter-

Egmond said. “His beef is with
the previous owner. I see no li-
ability here from the township at
all.”

“I would never buy a piece of
property without a survey of 1t,”
Mayor Marc Coombs said.

1t an make the
to a position where [ feel I can make “We :
eople want and 1 see are native, immﬂ%m said. |
Mrmm_w ﬂmuﬁﬁ e The retired m&:nmﬂ__u__.rmm ,E_m: involved
" Westr ' pumerous community projects, such

Westrope served 12 years as council-
lor and deputy-reeve in Colborne before
the village and township amalgamated;
she’s been a Cramahe councillor for the

- past eight years. | |
\~ She points to her experience and said

as chairing Colborne’s 150" anniversary
committee, and initiating the highly suc-
cessful Music in the Square summer Con-
cert series. It’s entirely funded by spon-
sors and the proceeds from 50/50 draws,
with no money coming from the munici-

Council received the report as
information and took no further

: che’s “out there all the time” listening to
. what people are saying. Wha she’s hear-
ing is they want change that results In
more accountability and transparency in
how things are done and money 1 spent
:n the township, and stepped-up enforce-

:‘_nzgjuw_mim. .
«Some of the things 1 think we need to

do is offer more opportunities for public
engagement,” Westrope added. There are
people living in Cramahe

pality, she said.

Westrope said being the head of coun-
cil will give her a better pulpit 10 push
for change. | .

Nothing she hopes to accomplish E___.
happen “unless | can convince the rest of
council to be on my side,” she said. “l as
one person am not going to be able 10 do
all the things that 1 want to do ... It needs
to be a collaborative, cooperative effort,
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