Close to 300 people turned out for the annual
Beef Day, held July 3 at Wilce Century Farm in Cra-
mahe Township. “It was an excellent night, and

an excellent place to have it, a real picturesque

spot,” (alongside Cold Creek) said Dave Denure,
president of Northumberland Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation. Photo: John Camphell
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Singer Stephanie Bird entertained people with her i at the Northum-
berland Cattlemen’s Association Beef Day. Photo: John Campbell
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 Prices at“all-time high”
for beef cattle

By John Campbell

News - Northumberland County It’s
“never been better” in the beef industry
than right now, with prices being paid to
producers for their cattle “at an all-time
high,” says the president of the Nor-
thumberland Cattlemen’s Association.

The prices “started to really climb”
last fall, but now every week they’re
“a little higher than the week before,”
auctioneer Dave Denure said. “We
haven't found our plateau yet.”

The price paid for dressed weight
(of an anmimal partially butchered)
recently rose to between $2.65 and
$2.70 a pound, he said, which 1s “‘a long
ways above” the $2.12 beef producers
received before the mad cow scare
caused prices to plummet a decade ago.

The Canadian beef industry went into
a terrible slump following the discovery
of bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE) m a single cow in Alberta in

2003, which led other countries to place g

temporary import bans on Canadian
beef.

The fallout led to an exodus of
domestic beef producers as.revenues
plunged.

Today, worldwide demand for beefis |
on the rise but “there’s such a shortage |
that 1t’s driven up |

of the product,”
prices, Denure said. “There’s been a lot

of guys who have quit the industry and |

nobody has filled that void.”
Canada has boosted beef sales to

prices. [n recent years feedlot
operators, who fatten. cattle
for market, have chosen to
sign deals with packers “for
what looked to be pretty good
money’’ but those contracted
prices have been overtaken
by what’s being paid out in
the live market, Denure said.

Many are receiving $300
to $400 less for a finished
steer “than what they could
be getting if they hadn’t

other countries through various trade [

deals, “and they’re telling us that |

they’re moving more product all the

' time overseas,” he said. “A 93-cent

dollar ... helps with the export trade.”
~ Butnot everyone in the beef industry
1s getting the full benefit of the uptick in

contracted those cattle.”

The lower return puts the
feedlot operators at “a real
disadvantage” when it comes
time to replace the animals
sold, Denure said, “Some of
those guys could see some
tough times this fall.”

But in a supply-and-

demand market, nothing is
ever certain for very long,
Denure added. “It’s hard to
say what’s going to happen.”

Dave Denure, president of Northumberl and Eatlle men's Association, on the
right, and Dan Darling were kept busy heaping people’s plates with meat
at the association’s annual Beef Day July 3. This year’s event, which drew
close to 300 people, was hosted by Carl Wilce and Pat Johnston at the Wilce
Century Farm in Cramahe Township July 3. Photo: John Campbell
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vices. The ].ﬁgmn donated $1,000 in 2011 Glenn Dorland serves Ferron and Brenda Waite at Iast week’s Beef Day which the Hurlhumherland Cattlemen’s ﬁs e :
holds every year at a different farm. This year’s event, which drew dose to 300 people, was hosted by Carl Wilce and Pat John-
ston at the Wilce Century Farm in Cramahe Township July 3. Phato: John Campbell

and again in 2012,



