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It was to be taken to the River-
view Park and Zoo on a tempo-
rary basis until officials decided
whether itis awild animal, or, as a
number of residents and officials
suspect, itis a domestic cougar that
escaped from a compound.

Ministry of Natural Resources
official Lorraine Norris said earlier
Friday, “typically cougars are very
shy. They don’t want to be around
human'sif they don 't have to.”

“This cougar has been exhibit-
ing some behavior that it looks like
it may be somewhat accustomed
to being around humans which
may indicate it Was O1Ce a captive

cougar.’

Group proposes upgrades to Port Ho

VALERIE MACDONALD
Northumberland Today

PORT HOPE — The Commit-
tee to Restore Port Hope's West
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female trumpeter swans, (at least
one) cougar, a Siberian tiger, and
other wild and exotic birds from

around the world.
But Norris refused to comment

on whether the ministry is aware of
what the man hasin the gated com-
pound.

“I can’t tell you because every-
thing is under investigation. I can't
comment, she said.

Norris did state, “the cougar is
listed under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act so there are some rules and
regulations if somebody could keep
that and the purpose as to why they

would want to keep it.”
On Thursday, the man - who

would only give his name as Cay-
gon - described himself as a “very

@ SUGGESTIONS: Consider beach in Waterfront Proposal, committee urges

“What we are trying to do is
have council consider the West
Beach in its Waterfront proposal,”
she said in an interview.

At this time there are just exten-
sive plans for the east beach and
harbour, Beatty added.

The longtime resident remem-
bers when the area was the cen-
tral draw for the community with
families like hers packing up their
suppers to eat at the West Beach
and socialize there. There was a
pavilion and a nearby ball dia-

mond, and it was “like the centre
Aaf tawn” hotweesn the 1080c and
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y Services Games July 14-15.

cougar in

golt category.

service,

daread.

private person.’

His driveway is fenced off with

signs warning of 24-hour video sur-
veillance, private property signs
and one sign stating the property
is called the Cranberry Lake Game
Sanctuary.

The sign states, in part, “we have
found it necessary to take extreme
measures to protect this location.
Do not attempt entry for any rea-
son. Failure to heed this warning
will place offenders at extreme risk
and danger. There will be no excep-
tions.”

Caygon stated he has "numerous
cats,” and raises all sorts of different
animals, but wouldn’t elaborate on
what types and how many.

He said he told police the cou-
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nic tables, a parking lot and closer
drop-off area for those less ambu-
latory, plus a gazebo, pavilion or
other structure(s) to accommo-
date events regardless what the
weather is like, Beatty said. The
municipality only has plans for
a boardwalk or path, parking lot

and children’s playground, she
added.

Four plans are available for the .

public to view on the committee’s
website (www.facebook.com/
restoretheporthopewest beach),
she said. Plans for the 3,100 feet of
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“I learned about it
through several law
enforcement agencies who
send officers to compete in
sports and decided to com-
pete this year,” he said.

Bellemere said he is
extremely grateful to the
Cobourg Police Associa-
tion for sponsoring him on
his trip representing the

The Cobourg officer is
no stranger to golf tour-
naments, having won two
club championships in the
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The 37-year-old officer
said he's looking forward t©
the tournamernt. i

“I want to test my abill-
ties against North Amerl-
can emergency services,
he said. |

“It's a great opportunity
to test my skills and meel
new people.”
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twitter.com/NT_pfisher

pear trap

gar did not come from his land and
speculated the cat may have come
into the area as a result of another
cougar being in heat.

As for people in the area who are
concerned about what he may, Or
may not, have in his compound,
he said, “I can’t help what people
are going to think. If people want to
jump to conclusions they can jump
to their own conclusions”

1he neighbour sums it up.

“It's been 4 roller coaster of a
ride. You never know what's going

to be over here”
See Page B1 for more photos

from the cougar’s adventire.
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into the town.”

In addition, the Port Hope Area
Initiative is moving ahead with its
clean-up, which includes the West
Beach, while Cameco has com-
mitted to reducing its "footprint
on the waterfront,” Beatty said.

To shine a light on the West
Beach and raise awareness, the
committee has launched a photo
contest focusing on the West
Beach.

“The photo contest will have two
categories: Nature and people at
the beach,” states a media releases



