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GRAFTON — With a packed
council chambers backing
The Alliance for the Protection
of Northumberland Hills's
presentation against two
industrial wind turbine farms
near Grafton and Centreton
on the Oak Ridges Moraine,
Alnwick/Haldimand Town-
ship councillors concurred
during last week's meeting.

In addition, councillors
agreed to recommendations
from the group that would
halt further wind develop-
ments until health and safety
issues are adequately
addressed through study and
regulation and will forward
the resolution about a mora-
torium to all the municipali-
ties in the Oak Ridges Moraine
area, as well as to the govern-
ment ministries involved in
Green Energy Act approvals,
plus a few other ministries.

"Council passed the resolu-
tion as presented," said
Deputy Mayor Ray Benns who

. chairéd the meeting.

In part, it stated: "To place
an immediate moratorium on
approvals of industrial wind
farms until such time as low
frequency noise and infra-
sound from industrial wind
turbines is reviewed and miti-
gated through the REA
approval process and based
on conclusive and indepen-
dent clinical health studies

that eliminate the potential of
adverse impacts to health,
safety and well being of the
public.”

. Mayor Dalton Mcdonald

previously declared he had a

. conflict of interest due to the
fact that he rents land near

« one of the wind projects and
lives close to the other end of

s the project. The remaining
five councillors supported the

% resolution and Benns, as
chair, did not vote.

Py "l have to stay neutral," he

5 sandy

®  With the mayor's conflict of

5 interest, Benns said he antici-
pated chairing more meetings

. Inthe future.

"The key issue here is the
» well being of people, the aes-

- thetic beauty of the Moraine
» and Northumberland
County," Alliance presenter
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Tyne Bonebakker said in a
subsequent interview.

"I see a rapid shift in public
opinion," he added.

People generally have sup-
ported green energy but as
health issues related to indus-
trial wind turbines are
brought to light there has
been a turnaround, he said.

Among the health concerns
Bonebakker outlined in the
presentation to Alnwick /
Haldimand councillors was
the emission of inaudible
ultra-low frequency sound of

3 Jone to 44 Hz
“Jwhich are not
. Mrequired to be
dmeasured
under current
jJregulations in

r- n

wind turbines
from resi-

Ray E.enﬁs
some produce

90dB at low frequencies of one .

to five Hz which have resulted
in health complaints so seri-
ous some people have aban-
doned their homes. (The cur-
rent Green Energy Act require-
ments are that sound volume

must be less than 40 dB at 550

metres from the nearest tur-

bine.)

Bonebakker also outlined
possible future costs taxpay-
ers would be left paying
including emergency
response to structure fires,
plus decommission and reha-
bilitating the land after the 20-
year energy-production con-
tracts expire.

With relation to the
Grafton-area proposal by
Clean Breeze and the Zero
Emissions People, it was
pointed out that proposed
Tower #2 is surrounded by
wetlands and that the site is
the location of rare species
like Canada warblers and an
amphibian breeding habitat,
creating the "potential risk for
ongoing negative environ-
mental effects.”

And as it relates to Centre-
ton, the group's concerns
range from part being a
provincially designated signif-
icant wetland, turtle wintering
area and bat maternity colony,
to containing a "vulnerable
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high aquifer" and headwater
of Baltimore Creek.

As it relates to the Qak
Ridges Moraine, the Alliance's
pPresentation cited regulations
of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act 2011 which
states that industrial develop-
ment is not permitted and
there has been no demonstra-
tion that there is not an alter-
native location.

"This is a violation of our
sacred trust to preserve the
Oak Ridges Moraine," the pre-
sentation states.

Locally, "250 local residents
may end up living inside a
government-declared health
danger zone.... This project is
an outrageous attack on the
well being of the people, the
environment and the aes-
thetic beauty of Northumber-
land County and the Oak
Ridges Moraine."

lownship passes moratorium on wind projects

Two final public meetings
will be held by Clean Hreege
and Zero Emission People on
the wind projects. The first
will be April 18 in the Alnwick
Civic Centre in Roseneath,
dealing with the Grafton-area
project. The other will be May
I at the Grafton Municipal
Centre, dealing with the Cen-
treton proposal. They both
start at 7 p.m.
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Mdetermining
the setback of

dences, yet

Alderville musicians are nonour

CECILIA NASMITH
Northumberland Today

ALDERVILLE — Honouring
Our Families is a community
celebration on March 23 that is
designed to reinforce family
strength and unity through the
inspirational dances and tradi-
tional songs of the Smoke Trail
Singers.

For 30 vears, this Alderville
First Nation group has com-

posed songs that carry their tra-

ditional messages and become
well known for performing and
winning a number of awards
along the pow-wow circuit. They
have been honoured as Host

Drum, Guest Drum and Invited
Drum for a number of such
events in the Ontario Region.

Their CD of original work
called A Long Red Road,
released June 24, 2011, won the
Aboriginal People's Choice
Award in 2012,

Honouring Our Families day,
which is co-ordinated by the
Northumberland Child
Development Centre and fund-
ed by the County of
Northumberland, will offer
Alderville First Nation commu-
nity members of all ages the
opportunity to spend the day lis-
tening to the group perform and
learning about Aboriginal cul-
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ing Our Families

ture.

The event takes place at the
Alderville Community Centre,
with doors opening at 10 a.m.
and a grand entry at noon.
Brunch will be served, and the
day will end with a give-away
and feast at 4 p.m.

The entire event is free, but —
as space is limited and organiz-
ers would appreciate specific
numbers for planning purposes
— pre-registration is requested.
You can reserve your spot by
calling Jan at Alderville First
Nation Daycare (905-352-1065).

cecilia.nasmith@sunmedia.ca

twitter.com/NT cnasmith
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