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Alnwick/
Haldimand
councillors
oppose wind
farm projects

Projects proposed for

Grafton and Centreton
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ALNWICK/HAL%?MM:%"‘;WP -- Resi-
dents of Grafton and Centreton against

a proposed wind farm project now have
the backing of Alnwick/Haldimand
Township council.

Councillors unanimously agreed to
send a formal opposition package to
the Province, protesting the building of
industrial wind farms on the QOak Ridg-

es Moraine, following a presentation by

the resident-led group the Alliance for
the Protection of Northumberland Hills.

“This project is an outrageous attack
on the well-being and aesthetic beauty
of Northumberland County and the Oak

\,
)
A

[

P
L%

The Ballad of D’Arcy McGee

Ridges Moraine,” said alliance member
Tyne Bonebakker at the conclusion of a
30-minute presentation by the group to
councillors on Feb. 28.

The package will also ask for an imme-
diate moratorium on approvals of wind
farms. '

The proposed project, by Clean Breeze
Wind Park, includes one wind farm in
Grafton, and another in Centreton.

Inanearlierinterview, Andrea McDow-
ell, environmental assessment manager
for M.K. Ince and Associates Ltd., said
Clean Breeze will consider any impact
on what the population may experience

and any threats to archeology or natural
heritage. '

M.K. Ince and Associates Ltd. was
hired as consultants by Clean Breeze.

“It depends on the concern, but we
are open to reasonable change,” Ms.
McDowell said. “Right now we are reli-
ant of a form of electricity generation
that kills hundreds of Ontarians every
year, that's coal. We absolutely need to
shut that down. We need to replace it
with clean energy.”

‘The Grafton wind park plan includes
five turbines to be built on The Scots
Line, south of Noble Road. Centreton’s
wind park includes five turbines to be
built on Nelson Road, between Baptist

Road and County Road 22. All turbines
would be 150 metres tall, including
blade length.

“In the essence of time, I would like to
see us move forward with this as soon
as possible,” said Councillor Sandra
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Submitted Photo

From left, actor Mark Finnan will be joined by a talented group of

musicians (Glen Caradus on tin whistle and bodhran, John Hoffman

on fiddle and Irish bouzouki and Michael Ketemer on concertina,
guitar and string dulcimer) March 15 at Grafton’s St. Andrew’s United

Church for The Ballad of D'Arcy McGee, the story of a Father of Con-

federation and his mysterious death.

published The New Era and
~ became deeply committed to the
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ALNWICK/HALDIMAND TWP —

Tyne
Bonebakker, a member of the Alliance
for the Protection of Northumberland Hills,
addresses Alnwick/Haldimand Township
councillors during a Feb. 28 municipal

planning meeting in Grafton.
PAUL J. RELLINGER / NORTHUMBERLAND NEWS

Walls before the vote was called. "Out
of respect for all the hard work of these
residents and the genuine concern they
have, we should answer their recom-
mendation today.”

Township Mayor Dalton McDon-
ald was not present for the meeting, as
he declared a conflict of interest in the
matter. Mayor McDonald told council-

‘lors he rents farming property near the

Centreton project and also owns prop-
erty close to the proposed wind turbine
sites. He believes from higher elevations
he could see the proposed towers from
his home,

is $10 for adults and

free for children under the age of

12),

The show is presented by
author, actor and playwright
Mark Finnan with traditional

The church is located at 137

this telling of a pivotal chapter in
Old Danforth Rd., Grafton, and

Canadian history that both

informs and entertains.
cecilia.nasmith@sunmedia.ca

Caradus, John Hoffman and
the show begins at 7:30 p.m.
nwitter.com/NT cnasmith

musicians and singers Glen
Michael Ketemer.

Admission

a former friend of

His death, like that of Abra-
McGee's, is accompanied by
local musicians and singers in

ham Lincoln’s, was a cathartic
The action is set in a town hall

ight he was assassinated.
in southern Ontario in late 1873,

McGee's eloquent speeches and ni
writings in support of that ideal,

sense of justice and desire to
create a united and progressive .
nation prevailed, right up to the

event for a young nation. But the
question remains: who killed

led to attacks by extremists on all
sides. But his idealism, courage,
D'Arcy McGee?

a time of political crisis in the
fledgling nation. A visiting

author,

ss of race or religion.
politician and reformer,
Seeking to resolve historic
hatreds based on race and reli-

creation of a new northern
Poet,

nation, a tolerant society that
would afford its citizens the
opportunity for a better life,
were dismissed at first. Ulti-
mately, however, they con-
tributed greatly to the creation of
the Dominion of Canada.

gion in the Canada of the mid-
1800s, he addressed gatherings
in this region and elsewhere. His
humour and oratory, though
well received in some quarters,

regardle

“We have to put this information and
concerns of this community into the
hands of the people who make these
decisions,” said Deputy Mayor Raymond
Benns, who chaired the municipal plan-
ning meeting in Mayor McDonald's
absence.

In 2009, when the Green Energy Act
was signed, it took control of the proj-
ects out of the hands of municipalities.
Clean Breeze does not need Township
approval to build the wind parks.

A petition, signed by 881 people
opposed to the project, was also submit-
ted to councillors.

Clean Breeze has two. more public
information meetings scheduled: April
18 for the Grafton project and April 30
for the Centreton project.

Mr. Bonebakker told councillors the
alliance is not opposed to green energy
projects.

“It's not what's being done, but how
and where,” he said.

Other groups opposed to
wind turbine projects on the
Oak Ridges Moraine

e Ontario Federation of Agriculture

« The Northumberland Federation of Agri-
culture

» The Ganaraska Conservation Authority

e Hamilton Township

* The Municipality of Clarington

* The City of Kawartha Lakes

* Township of Cavan-Monaghan
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