%2 SOCIAL SERVICE: Broad range of programs offered

Child and Fami
Centre opens

at Colborne PS
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COLBORNE - The hrain-
chiald ot two Northumberfand
women — Northumberiand
Lares Fac Children - may
cventually benetit cehildren
across Ontario.

Northumberland Child
Development Centre executive
direcior Clare Paterson and
Loestey Patterson, children's
SerVICES Mmeanager Lo
Northumberland County's
community and social services
department have set up and
implemented two Child and
Family Centres - one in Port
Hope and one in Colborne
which was opened Monday -
which could become the
biueprint for similar contres
across Ontario.

At the end of the

day, we will have a
parent that has had good
involvement, who will know
how to do the best they
possibly can do to help
their child succeed.”

Clare Faterson

Alter attending the release of
Dr. Charles Pascal's 2009
report on the need for remaod-
eling the deliverv of education
and support services for chil-
dren from birth to age six
vedrs, the women sat down
aund devised a plan speciflic 1o
Northumberland. Pascal is
special advisor on Early Learn
ing to the Premier of Ontario,

The programs olfered are for
all children and tamilies. They
tedl under several broad head-
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mgs such as: pre- and post-
natal; early child screening,
parenting, links to the com-
munity, home visitation and
nutrition. Bach section breaks
down into more precise
Hroups, workshops, classes
and prograims. Early behaviour
management s a lfavourite
topic that parents are inter-
ested in, Paterson says.

The two introductory sites
are 5t. Mary's Catholic Ele-
mentary School in Port Hope
and Colborne Public School,
In the former, there will be g
room designated lor activities
and meetings, while in the
Colborne school two [ull-time
rooms will be available,

Northumberland Cares For
Children is open to anyone
from anywhere, savs Paterson.
Children don't have to be alfil-
lated with cither school. For
the most part, parents and
their children can just show
up, she says, but some events
will require for pre-registra-
non. Calendars with the infor-
maton aboul what 1s offered
go oul to every child in every
school,

“We are hoping for there to
be something for every child,”
Shie says.

Northumberland Cares For
Children has been designed (o
defragment the individual
delivery ol services, education
and support that already exists
in the community, Citing the
power of parinerships, pro-
grams and services provided

see CHILDREN | Page /
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(From left) Jim Grieve, Assistant Deputy Minister of Education, Colborne Public School principal Pam Buttery, Northumberland Child Devel-

y Patterson, children's services manager of Northumberland County's communi

n cutting for the Northumberland Cares for Children program at the school

and social services department chat after the official ribbo

Monday afternoon.

-opment Centre executive director Clare Paterson and Lesle




