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'‘Furred and
Feathered Friends’
on display |
JOHN CAMPBELL

jcampbell@northumb erlandnews.com

TRENT HILLS - Photography has
been a constant in Tony Crocker’s
life since the retired high school
science teacher was a young boy.

“My dad was an amateur pho-
tographer and he had me taking
pictures and working in the dark-
room from - the time I was about
11," he says.

Following his retirement in
1998, Mr. Crocker, 68, earned a
certificate in photographic tech-
niques with honours from Hum-
ber College, and it became a
passport of sorts. He's been to the
Amazon, Equador, the Galapa-
gos, England, Kenya, Tanzania,
Costa Rica and Panama.

In 2004 he took part in a special
project, Focus on Africa. He was
one of 142 photographers chal-
lenged “to produce a coffee table
book that would define the mod-
ern safari experience ... every-
thing from tenting to luxury lodg-
es to a luxury train.”

Mr. Crocker spent a month in
South Africa taking photos, 19
of which made it into the book,
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behaves,” he says.

“There’s a certain feeling you
get when you produce a good
image, and particularly when you
produce an image of something
natural. And I love wildlife, I love
being in the outdoors and [ love
to travel, so it all fits.”
|  Mr. Crocker is a recent arrival
|  to the area. He and his partner,
Janis Eves, moved to Trent Hills in
December.

They own a hobby farm near
Petherick’s Corners where they
keep two horses.

He's in the process of convert-
ing a downstairs apartment into a
studio.

He's had home studio before. In
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Trent Hills photographer has animals in tocus

if anybody has something they
would like me to photograph for
them, something that is different,
that is a bit of a challenge to pho-
tograph, I'd love to try it

KAREN LONGWELL / THE INDEPENDENT

WARKWORTH — Tony Crocker is showing a collection of naiure
photographs at the 100 Mile Diner in Warkwaorth.

Two pictures from his time there
can be seen at the 100 Mile Diner
in Warkworth. A selection of his
work will remain on display there
until the end of March. Titled
Furred and Feathered Friends,
the Spirit of the Hills presentation
includes mostly photos of birds

and animals Mr. Crocker has
taken in the Muskoka and Hali-
burton areas.

“I like to get the detail of the
animal in there so you can see
lots of the features but I also like
to get action when | can, some- *

thing that shows how the animal

2000, Mr. Crocker opened a pho-
tography business in Lindsay,
where he spent most of his teach-
ing career and was the command-
ing officer of the army cadets
CcOrps.

He also was the official pho-
tographer for the Lindsay and
District Chamber of Commerce
for three years and taught digi-
tal photography for the City of
Kawartha Lakes' Department of
Recreation and Culture for four
years.

Mr. Crocker is looking to take on
new challenges.

“I look around to try to get
nature pictures, of course, but

“Walls come tumbling down at Colborne Art Gallery

COLBORNE -- New perspectives
on walls will be on display at the

Colborne Art Gallery's upcoming-

~ “Wall Series:

Guest artist Eileen Menzels
mixed media paintings will
explore the significance of walls,
including the defensive and pro-
tective types. The series depicts

the use of metaphorical walls as
various types of problem-solvers
depending on' the individual's
political, social and personal cir-
cumstances. E
Subject matter, in a variety of
styles, includes such wide-rang-
ing topics as Israeli security fenc-
es and war-time fronts to the psy-
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chological barriers of indifference
and denial.

In addition to the series, new
works by gallery members will be
on display in the gallery’s other
TOO0IT1S.

The Wall Series runs from Sat-
urday, Jan. 29 to Sunday, March 6,
with an opening reception on Sat-
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urday, Jan. 29 from 2 to 4 p.m. The
exhibition will be open for view-
ing during regular gallery hours
on Saturdays and Sundays from
noon to 4 p.m.

For more information contact
the Colborne Art Gallery at 905-
355-1798 or visit www.thecol-
borneartgallery.ca.
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