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MARK HOULT

QMI Agency
WARKWORTH — “Sir, 1
assume command.”
With these words Ann

Anderson became the 15th
warden of the Warkworth Insti-
tution during a traditional
Change of Command cere-
mony Monday afternoon.

Charlie Stickel relinquished
the wardenship of the federal
medium-security prison south
of Campbellford in front of
staff and a host of guests,
including past wardens,
Municipality of Brighton
Mayor Mark Walas and
Northumberland OPP Insp.
Doug Borton.

Correctional Service of
Canada Commissioner Don
Head presented the Key of
office to Anderson and took

= WARKWORTH CHANGE OF COMMAND

ew warden at Warkworth Institution

her oath before sitting down
with the new and past wardens
to sign the transfer of responsi-
bility for the institution that
houses 580 inmates.

Head said the Change of
Command ceremony is a tradi-
tion revived a year ago to thank
correctional service staff and
both the outgoing and incom-
ing wardens.

“The Change of Command
ceremonies are also a renewed
focus on pride and tradition
within our organization,” he
said. "This ceremony is a very
important tradition, and it has
been restored as a key symbol
of change in leadership at our
institutions, in our parole dis-
tricts and at national head-
quarters.”

Anderson told staff and
guests she was honoured to
stand before them as the new
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/. |believe that the values and work ethic that my
L parents live by, taught me that respect, integrity
and hard work will always hold you in good stead, no
matter what the circumstances.”

Ann Andersaon

head of Warkwaorth Institution.

She thanked “those who
supported me in my journey”
and talked about the values
that brought her to the
warden'’s office.

“I believe that the values and
work ethic that my parents live
by, taught me that respect,
integrity and hard work will
always hold you in good stead,
no matter what the circum-
stances.’

Anderson moved with her
family to Campbellford when
she was five. She started her

career with the Correctional

Service of Canada as a term
clerk at the Warkworth Institu-

tion in 1976, and held various
clerical positions until 1989,
when she was promoted to
supervisor of pay and benefits.
In 1993, she was promoted to
staffing officer and, in August of
2006, became assistant warden
management services. On Oct.
1 she officially took over com-
mand of the institution.

“When I received the letter
of appointment as warden of
Warkworth Institution I read it

very carefully,” Anderson said.
“I was aware of the tremen-
dous responsibility I was
accepting and the commit-
ment required to fulfill my
duties.”

Anderson told The Commu-
nity Press she is the second
female warden at Warkworth
Institution, following in the
footsteps of Mary Dawson,
who became the first female
warden in Canada in 1980. She
is also the first local person to
become warden after working
at the institution for more than

three decades.

“I've worked at the institu-
tion for 33 years, so I've pretty
much grown up here, and I'm
very excited and pleased to be
able to take the leadership

here. And I'm very comfortable
with the staff here in assisting

me in fulfilling my duties, so

it's an exciting time at Wark-
worth Institution.”
Anderson said her warden-
ship will be about commit-
ment, consistency and fairness.

“Treating people with dig-

nity and respect, that's what
it's all about, just being fair
and transparent.’

Anderson said the major
challenge facing Warkworth
Institution is the expected
increase over the next three to
five years in the number of
inmates at the prison, the
result of the passing of Bill C25.

“That will be a challenge for
us at Warkworth, but I'm confi-
dent that with our manage-

ment team and our union part-
ners working together to

strategize, we will manage that
and ensure we maintain a safe,
secure environment for both
our staff and the offenders.” .
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