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B COURT: No chance of parole for 25 years

Sen

TAMARA CHERRY

QMI Agency

OSHAWA - Marc Vickers was
welcomed into Michelle
Barnoski's family and then
helped her 14-year-old son

murder her — and for that, he.

was sentenced to life in jail
with no possibility of parole
for 25 years Wednesday.

"The murder of Michelle
Barnoski was an act of sus-
tained and vicious savagery,"
Justice Bryan Shaughnessy
said in handing down his sen-
tence.Pointing to the "brutal
nature” of the crime — the 33-
year-old Warkworth woman
suffered a broken hand and
arm before her 14-year-old
son shot her seven times in the
head and once in the neck —
Shaughnessy told Vickers,
"Your actions have sealed your
fate and you have lost the sup-
port of a family who genuinely
cared for you."

Barnoski was convicted of
first-degree murder and sen-
tenced as an adult for the May
27, 2008 murder of his mother,
lifting the publication ban on
his name. He was handed life
in jail without the possibility
of parole for seven years.

tenced

This "ultimate act of vio-
lence... has taken the life of a
vulnerable woman in the
prime of her life," Shaugh-
nessy said. 3

Vickers, now 37, has been in
custody since his arrest June
11, 2008.

As a child, Vickers had been
abused by "a brutal father who
assaulted him at will, for no
reason half the time," creating
a dark past he carried with
him throughout his life,
defence lawyer Gary McNeely
said before sentencing.

"Mother left home because
she couldn't stand the abuse
she was subjected to, leaving
Mr. Vickers and two sisters (o

take it," McNeely said. "Mr.

Vickers took the blame for
things he didn't even do so the
father would exercise the
physical violence on him
rather than his sisters.

"You see before you a man
who is a product of that envi-
ronment. This is a tragedy in

for "a considerable number of
years," appeared to have reha-
bilitated himself, Shaughnessy
said. |

His life "began to unravel"
after he and Pelletier split in
2007, Shaughnessy said.

With Barnoski and her son
left in the home with Vickers,
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MANDY MARTIN Legion, taking the Ken Palmer Memo-

COLBORNE — Santa celebrants rial trophy for best overall float as well
were rewarded Dec. 5 with Hoselton as the Rose Nelson Memorial trophy for

Sculptures awards for the best entries  best depiction of the parade theme, A
in the Nov, 27 Colborne Santa Claus Parade of Trees.

Parade. : Brighton Speedway won for best
Colborne Rotary club cleaned up at

the special ceremony at the Colborne for schools; Castleton/Colborne

were presented to Rotary Club member Don Spencer, right,
by parade committee member Bob Rusk.
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commercial; Colborne Public School .
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Brownies, Guides and Pathfinders for
youth group; Royal Canadian Legion Br.
187 for best service club entry; the
Chapman family for family entry; and
the Awender group for best single walk-
ers.

See AWARDS | Page 10
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